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(NAPSA)—Many experts assert
that the strength of the U.S. econ-
omy lies in fostering a culture of
innovation and educating Amer-
ica’s youth in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics
(STEM).
The good news, according to a

recent survey of teens by the
Lemelson-MIT Program, is that
12–17-year-olds are enthusiastic
about these subjects, with 77
percent interested in pursuing a
STEM career. However, ensuring
that teens hang on to that
enthusiasm as they transition
into college or the workforce may
require encouragement along the
way. Consider the following tips
to foster teens’ interest in the
sciences:
1. Get outside the classroom
For a transformative learning

experience, provide teens the
opportunity to build things and
conduct experiments outside the
classroom. Supplementing class-
room learning with real-world
experiences provides a valuable
view into the role of science and
math in everyday l i fe .  Two-
thirds of  students said they
would enjoy learning about sci-
ence more if they could take field
trips to places where they can
learn. Research and plan visits
to local companies, museums or
planetariums to help students
foster a deeper understanding of
the sciences.
2. Take a hands-on approach
Two-thirds of teens prefer

hands-on individual and group
projects when it comes to class-
room-based education methods. In
the classroom and at home, keep
things fun and interactive. Inte-
grating animations, simulations,
building-design skills and other
lab tools into assignments are

ways to tap into teens’ interest in
hands-on learning.
3. Find strong mentors
Teachers and parents alike

should keep in mind that role
models have a tremendous impact
on increasing teens’ interest in sci-
ence, math and technology. Strong
mentors can also help teens better
understand the impact that
STEM professionals have on soci-
ety. Remember that even access to
family members or family-friends
who work in these fields can be a
driving factor for teens’ interest.
There are a variety of channels

beyond school and home that can
connect teens’ interest in STEM
with access to hands-on, outside-
the-classroom opportunities. For
example, educational programs
like the Lemelson-MIT Inven-
Team initiative let teams of high
school students, teachers and
mentors apply for a grant of up to
$10,000 to invent technological
solutions to real-world problems of
their own choosing. 
To learn more about Lemelson-

MIT InvenTeams or to access the
2010-2011 application, visit
http://web.mit.edu/invent or call
(617) 253-3352.

Tips To Enhance Teen Interest In Science And Math

Hands-on experience is a great
way to get students to appreciate
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.

(NAPSA)—Today’s savvy home-
owners are extending their living
space outdoors with decks and
backyards that reflect their per-
sonal tastes and interests. To
make the most of your outdoor liv-
ing space, consider the following
tips for transforming a blah back-
yard into an outdoor oasis:
• Make materials matter. If

you want to spend more time
enjoying—rather than maintain-
ing—your deck, choose materials
that need only a simple soap-and-
water cleaning to keep a “like
new” appearance for decades.
Wood-alternative decking, such as
Trex® Transcend™, resists fading,
staining, scratching and mold
growth—even after years of heavy
foot traffic and exposure to the
elements. 
“For long-lasting beauty, choose

high-performance wood-alterna-
tive decking that offers the nat-
ural look of wood while requiring
minimal maintenance—so you
never need to worry about sand-
ing, staining or painting,” says
Adam Zambanini, director of mar-
keting at Trex, the nation’s larg est
manufacturer of wood-alternative
decking, railing and fencing prod-
ucts. “Also be sure to look for a
product with superior wear-resis -
tance and a 25-year warranty,
which guarantees en during good
looks.”
• Go green. If you purchase

CFL lightbulbs and water-con-
serving showerheads, think about
expanding your eco-consciousness
to the great outdoors by choosing
wood-alternative decking made
from recycled materials. An aver-
age 500-square-foot deck of this
type would contain approximately
140,000 recycled plastic bags that
might otherwise end up in land-
fills. With growing consumer
interest in environmentally
friendly products, a “green” out-
door living space also can increase
the resale value of a home.
• Design with distinction.

Whether country cottage or

mostly modern, select a style and
color scheme for your deck that
best complement your home’s
exterior and reflect the natural
environment. For instance, Trex
Transcend features rich saturated
colors inspired by outdoor ele-
ments—such as deep-burnished
bronze, earthy brown, pristine
grey and spicy red. 
In terms of shape, remember

that decks no longer need to be
simply square. Think “outside the
box” and consider an outdoor liv-
ing space that spans multiple lev-
els or wraps around two or more
sides of your home. Take time to
examine product samples and
seek out online tools—such as the
Trex Color Visualizer and Deck
De signer—which let you experi-
ment with different products, fin-
ishes and layouts. Finally, con-
sider using a hidden fastener
system during installation. A
smooth deck surface without visi-
ble nails or screws can be an
attractive extension of your
home’s interior style and create a
more comfortable environment for
children and pets. 
• Get on the rails. Railing

can upgrade any deck from drab
to fab—and it’s often the one ele-
ment that truly sets your outdoor
living space apart from others in

the neighborhood. While many
homeowners decide to comple-
ment the color of their decks with
contrasting railing, the most pop-
ular choice is to create a matching
color scheme. Of course, trends
and tastes may change, so con-
sider a modular railing system
that makes it possible to mix and
match posts, caps and rails, as
well as easily switch out the
balusters if your style eventually
evolves to be more colonial than
contemporary.
• Don’t forget finishing

touches. Today’s outdoor living
spaces may be “decked out” with
luxuries ranging from stainless
steel appliances to flat-screen tele-
visions to stone fire pits. However,
if budget constraints don’t allow
such grand plans, try built-in
flower boxes or benches and color-
ful lounge furniture. Finally, don’t
underestimate the impact of fenc-
ing to perfectly “frame” your out-
door living space. An ideal fence
will add privacy and visual inter-
est—not just define your property
line. There are several wood-alter-
native fencing options that offer
superior durability and aesthetics,
while being easy to install and
maintain.
For more information, visit

www.trex.com.

Hit The Deck: Simple Tips To Spruce Up Your Outdoor Living Space

(NAPSA)—If you’ve become a
real estate agent, picked up a
second job delivering flowers on
the weekend or started a land-
scaping company, you might need
commercial vehicle insurance. 
To help, No. 1 truck insurer

Progressive offers a few simple
steps you can follow to be confi-
dent you have the protection you
need at a price you can afford. 
First, find out your insurance

company’s guidelines, since insur-
ers define “commercial use” differ-
ently. To be confident in knowing
that you have the right coverage,
call your agent or insurance com-
pany and describe how you use
your vehicle. You can also visit
www.progressivecommercial.com
and click on “Commercial vs. Per-
sonal Auto Insurance” for a quick
five-question quiz that can help
you decide if you need commercial
vehicle insurance. 
If you need a commercial policy,

take the time to understand the
coverages, limits and deductibles.
A commercial policy may be more
expensive than your personal auto
policy, but there are ways to con-
trol your costs. Consider raising
the deductibles on the policy—

these are the amounts that you
will pay out of pocket if you have
a claim. If your business can
afford to pay more out of pocket,
you can raise your deductible
amounts and save money on your
premium.
Finally, ask about available

payment plan options and any
applicable discounts. Both are
easy ways to help manage your
insurance bill. 
For more information, visit

www.progressivecommercial.com. 

Be Confident Knowing You Have
The Right Insurance Policy

If you use your car or truck for
work—delivering flowers, land-
scaping, selling real estate—you
may need commercial vehicle
insurance.

(NAPSA)—Bayer Advanced
Season Long Weed Control for
Lawns contains a proven blend of
three weed killers to kill many
existing weeds PLUS a residual
herbicide to keep many weeds
from coming back for up to 6
months. Visit BayerAdvanced.com
for more gardening tips and how-
to videos or call (877) BAYERAG. 

**  **  **
You can artfully display your

cookbook collection and your
favorite spices with ClosetMaid’s®
laminate storage options. For
more organizational tips or to
access the online Visual Storage
Planner, visit www.closet
 maid.com. For additional informa-
tion, call (800) 874-0008.

**  **  **
At Enterhealth Life Recovery

Center, a privately owned, pre-
mier adult alcohol and drug addic-
tion treatment center just north of
Dallas, doctors integrate the latest
science-based treatments into a
nurturing residential setting to
treat addiction. For more informa-
tion, visit www.enterhealth.com.

**  **  **
The American Recovery and

Reinvestment Act provides a tax
credit of 30 percent of the cost of
certain high-performance windows
up to $1,500. For example, triple-
pane  windows with nonmetal
spacers, low-e glass, insulated
frames and argon or krypton gas
 filling would qualify. Learn more
at EnvirosealedWindows.com.

**  **  **
For hundreds of easy project

ideas from the decorating experts
at Rust-Oleum to help you deco-
rate and transform your home,
visit www.paintideas.com.

If a recipe calls for whipped egg
white, you’ll get more volume if the
whites are at room temperature.




