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(NAPSA)—Deer that suddenly
appear out of nowhere can often
put drivers someplace they don’t
want to be.

With the deer population in -
creasing across the country and
living space for wildlife habitat on
the decline, the number of inci-
dents involving a deer jumping
into the path of a car has been on
the rise in the past few years. 

Activity is greatest during
October through December, when
male deer activity dramatically
increases, resulting in a number
of vehicular collisions. 

Often, a deer colliding with a
car can result in significant prop-
erty damage and even life-threat-
ening situations. According to the
nonprofit Insurance Information
Institute (I.I.I.), on average, deer-
vehicle collisions cost $2,800 per
insurance claim, and the cost
increases to $10,000 if there is an
injury involved. 

In order to stay safe, consider
the following:

• Watch the clock. Deer are
most active from sunset to mid-
night and during the hours just
before and after sunrise, which
are feeding times. 

• Watch your speed. It’s not
just the speed of the animal that
plays a factor—it’s the speed of
the vehicle as well. 

• Be vigilant. Deer don’t run
alone. If you see one, there are
likely others nearby. 

• Don’t swerve. If a deer is
suddenly in front of you, sound
your horn to frighten it away.
Break firmly but stay in your
lane. Crashes happen when dri-
vers swerve to avoid a deer, only
to hit other vehicles or lose control
of their cars. 

• Wear your seatbelt. Most
people injured in deer/car crashes
were unbuckled at the time. 

“Deer are bigger and heavier
than people may think,” said Mike
Convery, vice president and chief
claim officer of MetLife Auto &
Home. “However, by staying alert
and reacting appropriately, it’s
possible to avoid many collisions.”

MetLife Auto & Home offers a
free brochure, “Deer Collisions:
How to Avoid Becoming a Statis-
tic.” It contains additional tips on
how to avoid a deer collision and
is available by calling (800) MET-
LIFE (1-800-638-5433) or visiting
www.metlife.com.

Keeping Safe When Deer Take To The Road

If a deer is suddenly in front of you on the highway, sound your horn
to frighten it away. 

(NAPSA)—Now may be the
time to take charge of your credit
and improve your credit score. In
this economy, a dip in the average
credit score can affect whether
consumers get a loan, a good
interest rate or even a job. 

For most people, credit scores
can be improved over time. The
key is to understand how credit
works and how scores are viewed.
For instance, credit scores—also
re ferred to as FICO scores—range
from 300 to 850, with 850 being
the highest score possible. Gener-
ally, the higher the credit score,
the less costly credit becomes. In
fact, boosting a score just a few
points could save you thousands. 

Loretta Abrams, from HSBC
North America’s Consumer Affairs
Department, offers these tips to
ensure that your credit score is
the best that it can be. 

Scoring 101 
The first step is to understand

what affects a credit score. These
factors include late payments,
high balances, a short credit his-
tory, and a lot of requests, or “in -
quiries,” on your credit report. 

Know Where You Stand 
Next, review your credit report

at least twice a year—free at
www.annualcreditreport.com. It’s
worth paying the extra $7-15 to get
your actual credit score. Review
your credit report and credit score
at least six months before larger
purchases (home, auto)—giving
time to correct inaccuracies and
improve your score if necessary. 

Despite the importance of
credit reports (and scores) and
that the FACT Act allows all U.S.
citizens access to their credit
reports once from each of the three

credit-reporting agencies every 12
months, 48 percent, or nearly half
of consumers who responded to a
survey by yourmoneycounts.com,
had either never seen their credit
report or had not seen it within
the last year. 

Take Control 
Your credit score is a “snapshot

in time” and can change and be
improved, so take good care of it.
Always make at least the mini-
mum payment on all bills, and be
sure to pay on time. Keep credit
card balances below 30 percent of
available credit limits, and don’t
apply for cards you don’t need. 

Finally, Abrams says not to rely
on a credit repair “expert” and to
always protect your personal
information from identity thieves.
Contact your lender with any
questions or concerns regarding
your account. 

For more information on credit
and other topics in English and
Spanish, visit www.yourmoney
counts.com. 

Maintaining And Improving Your Credit Score

Credit scores range from 300 to
850, with the average score in the
650s. 

(NAPSA)—One of the easiest
home improvement projects—one
that will add the most value to
your home for the least amount of
money—is painting. It’s easy to
keep your paint job looking great
so it continues to add value to
your home for years to come. Just
do what professional painters do:
Use one coat of primer and one
coat of paint instead of two coats
of paint. Here’s why:

• Primers hide previous
colors—even the darkest blues
and deepest reds—far better
than paint alone and prevent
them from showing through or
changing the color of the top-
coat. They’ll make your new color
look more vibrant and even.
Here’s a little secret: By tinting
your primer toward your paint
color, you’ll use less paint—plus
get all the benefits of priming.
Just ask your paint store or home
center associate to add one half
the same colorant they use to mix
your paint.

• Primers work hard to
block stains. If you try to cover a
stain with a fresh coat of paint,
the stain will probably bleed
through—no matter how many
coats of paint you apply. Quality
primers seal in stains and prevent
them from ruining your paint job.

• Primers prevent common
paint problems. Because pri m -
ers are formulated to prevent
problems such as cracking, peel-
ing and blistering, they’ll make
any painted surface more durable,
washable—and last much longer.

• Primers provide a sound
base for paint. Paint is formu-
lated to provide rich, beautiful
color—but don’t expect it to do a
primer’s job. High-quality primers
are rich in resin and provide a
firm base for paint to adhere.
Primers such as Zinsser Bulls Eye
1-2-3® even stick to glossy, hard-
to-paint surfaces without sanding,
so you can paint paneling, cabi-
nets, glossy paints, vinyl siding
and more.

For more information on the
complete line of Zinsser primers—
and for more helpful home
improvement tips to make your
next painting or home improve-
ment project faster and easier—
visit www.zinsser.com. 

Paint Like A Pro For A Look That Lasts

Prime before you paint to keep
your paint job looking great for
years.

(NAPSA)—Top universities
everywhere are receiving record
numbers of applications, making it
more important than ever for high
school students to differentiate
themselves from their peers. The
good news is that there are plenty
of great opportunities for kids to
give their résumés a boost while
gaining valuable life experience. 

Wendy’s High School Heisman
2008 National Winner Brett Lei-
bowitz knew he’d need to show-
case a diverse list of activities
and achievements if he wanted to
be accepted into his top choice.
“I’ve always loved sports and I
work hard in the classroom, but
it’s my work with community ser-
vice organizations that has been
the most rewarding,” he said.
“When it was time to apply for
college, I was able to present
myself as a well-rounded person
who would be an asset to the uni-
versity’s community.”

Established in 1994, the
Wendy’s High School Heisman pro-
gram annually honors high school
seniors who excel in athletics, acad-
emics and community service. The
Heisman committee offers the fol-
lowing tips to make the most of
your high school career.

Need to work? A job can be
more than just a job

• More and more high school
students need to work part-time
jobs. The plus side is that even the
most basic job can offer opportuni-
ties to hone your skills. Working
in a restaurant but dream of doing
graphic design? Offer to create a
flyer for an upcoming event.
Find community service orga-

nizations that match your
interests

• When you do find time to vol-

unteer, the experience will be
more meaningful if it ties in with
a cause you really care about.
Think you might want to teach?
Spend some time tutoring younger
kids or helping out at an adult lit-
eracy center.

Don’t let the Internet work
against you

• College admissions officers
now frequently investigate appli-
cants online before making their
final decisions. Make sure your
profiles on social networking
sites don’t include anything that
could hurt your chances. Even
better, take control of your online
image by starting a blog that
emphasizes your passions and
writing ability.

Don’t be afraid to seek
acknowledgment for your

hard work
• Recognition awards like the

Wendy’s High School Heisman can
help you stand out from the com-
petition. To learn more, talk to
your high school counselor or visit
www.WendysHeisman.com.

Toward A Well-Rounded Résumé

High school students can take
several steps now to help them
get into college later.

***
Let us reform our schools, and
we shall find little reform
needed in our prisons.

—John Ruskin
***

***
Life has a tendency to obfuscate
and bewilder, such as fating us
to spend the first part of our
lives being embarrassed by our
parents and the last part being
embarrassed by our children.

—Ogden Nash
***

***
It is always easier to fight for
one’s principles than to live up
to them.

—Alfred Adler
***

***
If all mankind minus one were
of one opinion, and only one per-
son were of the contrary opin-
ion, mankind would be no more
justified in silencing that one
person than he, if he had the
power, would be justified in
silencing mankind.

—John Stuart Mill
***

***
The difference between perse-
verance and obstinacy is that
one comes from a strong will,
and the other from a strong
won’t.

—Henry Ward Beecher
***

True to its motto, “Cross- roads
of America,” Indiana has more
miles of interstate highway per
square mile than any other state.

The Brooklyn Bridge, in New
York, is a suspension bridge that
contains enough wire in its
cables to stretch more than
halfway round the world.




