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(NAPSA)—Severe storms can
cause enormous property damage
to your home. They can also do the
same thing to your car. With
storms getting worse, what can
you do? Take a look at your insur-
ance policy. “Too often, people don’t
notice they lack certain types of
coverage until they try to make a
claim,” says Ron Berry, senior vice
president of the Council of Better
Business Bureaus. 

In fact, the number of reported
claims for vehicle losses due to
severe storms nearly doubled in
the first five years of this century,
according to ISO’s Property Claim
Services (PCS) unit, the recog-
nized authority on insured prop-
erty losses from catastrophes in
the United States.

Fortunately, the Insurance
Information Institute (I.I.I.), a
nonprofit organization, says com-
prehensive coverage will reim-
burse you for loss due to fire,
falling objects, storms, vandalism,
animals and floods. 

Comprehensive insurance usu-
ally has a $100 to $300 deductible,
though you may want a higher
one to lower your premium. Com-
prehensive insurance will reim-
burse you if your windshield is
cracked or shattered. 

“But, even if you have compre-
hensive coverage, it is not always
guaranteed to meet your individ-
ual needs,” says Carolyn Gorman,
vice president of the I.I.I. “For
example, you may be surprised to
discover that after a storm your
auto insurance does not automati-
cally cover the cost of a replace-
ment rental car while your car is
in the repair shop or you wait for
authorization for a new car.” 

She added that an individual
could pay as much as $1,000 to
rent a replacement car. “Rental

reimbursement coverage, which is
only a couple of dollars a month,
covers the cost of a rental car
while your car is being repaired or
you are waiting for authorization
for a new car. Renting a car for
one day can cost more than one
full year ’s coverage for rental
reimbursement,” Gorman said. 

If your car is ever damaged in a
storm:

• Know what your insurance
covers. Don’t wait to find out it
doesn’t include comprehensive or
won’t cover emergency roadside
assistance or a rental car. 

• Report damage as soon as
possible. If your car is not drivable,
your agent or claims center may be
able to save you time and money
by having it towed directly to the
repair facility and providing you
with a replacement rental car.

• Know your deductible and
any other additional charges
before authorizing work. Expect
your insurance adjuster, claims
representative or repair facility
appraiser to review the damage
with you and explain the process,
including the use of original or
generic auto parts. 

For more information, go to
www.wiserdrivers.com.

Will Your Auto Insurance Weather The Storm?

A little planning can help keep
hurricanes, floods, tornadoes
and hailstorms from wreaking
havoc on your pocketbook.

(NAPSA)—Stepping out for
some air could be a better idea
than you might think. According
to the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, scientific evidence
indicates that air in homes can be
more seriously polluted than out-
door air. Considering that most
Americans spend up to 90 percent
of each day indoors—more than
half of that time at home—you
may be experiencing indoor air
pollution without even knowing it.

Fortunately, many heating,
ventilation and air-conditioning
(HVAC) manufacturers recognize
the health risks posed by mold,
pollen, bacteria and other pollut-
ants and offer a variety of prod-
ucts designed to minimize these
risks and improve indoor air
quality (IAQ.) Here’s a closer
look:

New Innovations
Rx technology introduced by

York®, a Johnson Controls Com-
pany, represents one of the most
innovative advances in IAQ prod-
ucts. Rx technology equips all York
Affinity™ air handlers with a
unique MicroBlue™ coating that
helps the coils inside the units
resist standing water and mi-
crobes. This coating also helps to
prevent the gym locker smell or
“Dirty Sock Syndrome” that seems
to afflict some heat pumps that
operate in hot, humid conditions.

Bring Fresh Air In
Consumers can find a full line

of IAQ products through the York
Total Comfort Systems. The line’s
ventilation systems, for example,
include a choice of air-to-air ex-
changers. Both the heat recovery
ventilator and the energy recovery
ventilator allow homeowners to
manually or automatically adjust

fresh airflow, as they replace a
portion of stale indoor air with
fresh outdoor air. The units also
retain energy used to heat or cool
the home, saving homeowners
money on utility bills.

Let There Be Light
Ultraviolet (UV) air treatment

systems cast UV energy on cooling
system components to prevent the
growth of mold spores and reduce
allergic reactions. Additionally,
electronic and media air cleaners
remove up to 94 percent of the
dust, pollen, pet dander, plant
spores, fungi, bacteria, tobacco
smoke and other small particles
that also cause allergic reactions
and affect IAQ.

Control Humidity
Finally, whole-house humidi-

fiers let homeowners control
indoor humidity levels. Restoring
humidity in the home returns
moisture to furniture and wood-
work, makes it easier to breathe
the air and helps ensure maxi-
mum comfort to occupants. 

For more information, visit
www.yorkupg.com or call (800)
910-YORK.

Improving Indoor Air Quality

Breathe Easy—There are ways to
improve your home’s indoor air
quality.

(NAPSA)—With a vehicle
stolen every 25 seconds in the
U.S., motorists will feel a lot more
secure by heeding these tips on
preventing theft:

• The number-one step to re-
duce theft is to always remove
your keys from the ignition and
lock your vehicle, no matter where
you are.

• Consider the use of anti-theft
devices such as steering wheel
locks and a wheel immobilizer. One
new wheel immobilizer, called The
Wheel Club, has been introduced
by the makers of the well-known
The Club. It is bright red in color,
making it highly visible to a would-
be thief. It was designed specifi-
cally with trailers in mind, is made
of steel and takes seconds to install.
With trailers being the way
motorists move their valuables
around—such as boats and objects
they depend on for a livelihood like
lawnmowers and construction
tools—anti-theft devices are an
affordable way to secure everything
from trailers to all-terrain vehicles
(ATVs) and tractors. 

With crime and theft increasing
in many areas, motorists should
take responsibility for securing
their own vehicles with affordable
products that work. Other steps in
preventing theft are:

• Do not park your vehicle in
an isolated area where there are
few passersby.

• Remove valuables from the
vehicle and place them out of view
in the trunk.

• Keep your vehicle keys sepa-
rate from your house keys.

• Park with your front wheels
turned sharply. This will make
your vehicle difficult to tow away.

• When returning to your vehi-
cle, always have your keys ready
and always look under and
around your vehicle before ap-
proaching it. 

To learn more about preventing
theft, visit www.theclub.com or
call 1-800-527-3345.

Tips On Preventing Auto Theft

A new way to deter the theft of
vehicles and car trailers and
valuable possessions has been
designed to fit on wheels.

(NAPSA)—The life of a guy is
not as easy as it looks, but now
there’s help. “50 Things Every
Guy Should Know How To Do:
Celebrity and Expert Advice on
Living Large” (Plume, $13),
edited by Daniel Kline and Jason
Tomaszewski, provides hints and
tips on essential guy skills. It’s an
all-in-one resource to help you
handle all the demands made on
men in modern life, and makes a
great gift for any man who wants
to know how to weather life’s
tough spots and how to enjoy the
pleasures of manhood.

**  **  **
Featuring over 200 amazing,

real-life ESP stories, “The Gift”
(St. Martin’s Press, $6.99), by clini-
cal psychologist Dr. Sally Rhine
Feather and veteran journalist
Michael Schmicker, recounts
extraordinary psychic experiences
sent in by people all over Amer-
ica—from avoiding injuries and
accidents to predicting the death
of family members; from winning
the lottery to foreseeing the
bombing of Pearl Harbor in 1941
and the 9/11 terrorist attack on
America. You can even test your
own ESP on their Web site,
www.thegiftesp.com.

(NAPSA)—John Deere offers
the iMatch Quick Hitch on its
tractors. This innovative and
affordable feature allows opera-
tors to easily connect attachments
to their tractor without leaving
the operator seat. Simply back up
your tractor and slide on the PTO
shaft. For more information, visit
a John Deere dealer or go to
www.johndeere.com.

**  **  **
Using proper judgment while

driving and using a cell phone is
essential, and most safety recom-
mendations are just good plain
sense. As a driver, your first
responsibility is to pay attention
to the highway. SouthernLINC
Wireless, as well as other indus-
try leaders, are committed to
sharing the best practices that
drivers can adopt to increase
safety while on the road.

**  **  **
There are two kinds of travel-

ers in the world: those who pack
light and those who wish they
had. The key is to include every-
thing you need in as little space as
possible. Some of the most travel-
savvy people in the world—travel

agents—offer some helpful tips
and techniques for efficient pack-
ing for all types of travel. Find
their tips at www.travelsense.org.

**  **  **
In tests conducted by Dr.

Gerba, portable toilets actually
had fewer germs by far than out-
door playground equipment, esca-
lator handrails, shopping cart
handles and picnic tables. Yet in a
national survey conducted by
Opinion Research Corporation’s
Caravan National Omnibus for
GOJO Industries, more people
ranked the portable toilets as the
germiest, and thought garbage
cans have more germs than
kitchen sinks. For a list of places
where germs can hide, visit
www.purell.com. 

(NAPSA)—Birthday parties
are everyone’s favorite reason to
celebrate and a great opportunity
to create a one-of-a-kind original
event. One fun way to plan a

memorable birthday party for
your child is to start with a
theme. A theme can inspire the
food, activity and invitation
design, neatly tying everything
together. For additional fun
recipes, visit www.pillsburybak
ing.com.

***
Our birthdays are feathers in the broad wing of time.

—Jean Paul Richter
***




