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(NAPSA)—Diseases like West
Nile virus may grab headlines but
experts warn that much more
common health threats exist at
parks, playgrounds and even
backyards. Parasites, like hook-
worms and roundworms, may be
found in animal waste and may be
transmitted to other dogs and to
people. In fact, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
estimates that there are 10,000
cases of roundworm infection
annually.

So, how responsible are the
approximately 45 million U.S. dog
owners when it comes to scooping
the poop in public areas and even
their own yards? Not very. Accord-
ing to a new survey conducted by
Merial, the makers of HEARTGARD®

Plus: 
• Nearly 30 percent of dog

owners never scoop up after their
pets; and

• 89 percent of pet owners allow
their dogs to “take care of business”
in their own yards but 16 percent
report they never pick it up.

“Many pet owners are unaware
that intestinal roundworms and
hookworms can pose a serious
health threat to their pets, much
less family members,” said Dr.
Michael Rubinstein, DVM and
clinic director of the Humane Soci-
ety of New York. “To ensure that
your dog is not the source of a par-
asitic infection, ask your veterinar-
ian about a once monthly heart-
worm preventive which in addition
to preventing heartworm will treat
and control intestinal parasites.”

Roundworm Infection
When infected dog droppings

are left on the ground, the eggs of
roundworms can linger in the soil
for years. As a result, anyone who
comes in contact with the soil also
comes in contact with the infective
eggs. Children run the greatest
risk of serious rashes, damage to
internal organs and partial blind-
ness because they’re prone to play
at the park or playground and then
put their hands in their mouths.
But anyone playing in an open
area could potentially be in danger. 

Roundworm Transmission
Dogs get roundworms either

from ingesting worm eggs off the
ground or because the mother dog
was infected and passed the
worms to her puppies during her
pregnancy. Adult roundworms
then feed on partially digested
food in the dog’s intestine. Dogs
infected with roundworms and
hookworms can suffer from ab-
dominal discomfort, vomiting, loss
of appetite, severe weight loss or
even sudden death. However, in

most instances, dogs may be in-
fected without showing any sign of
illness. 

Tips on Protection 
• Always pick up after your pet

to minimize the chance of infection.
• Visit Web sites like www.

StopWorms.com to learn how to
prevent pets from transmitting
potentially dangerous worms to
you and your family. 

• Take your puppy or kitten to
the veterinarian for deworming at
an early age and adhere to a regu-
lar deworming schedule to pre-
vent subsequent infection.

• Ask your veterinarian about
HEARTGARD® Plus (ivermectin/
pyrantel), a product that treats
and controls both roundworms
and hookworms as well as pro-
tects against heartworm disease.

• Clean up properly after pets,
especially around the home and
lawn. Use tools for clean up to
avoid direct contact with pets’
waste and wash hands immedi-
ately after cleanup. 

• If you have a sandbox in your
backyard, make sure to keep it
covered to prevent neighborhood
pets from using it as a litter box.

• As children are particularly
vulnerable to intestinal parasites,
help them understand the dan-
gers of ingesting or coming in con-
tact with feces or potentially con-
taminated soil.

• Make sure to carry towel-
ettes to wipe children’s hands fre-
quently after playing in a park,
public sandbox, etc.

To learn more about HEART-
GARD Plus, speak with your veteri-
narian or visit www.merial.com.

Experts Warn Pet Owners: Scoop The Poop!
Serious Human Health Risks Associated With Dog Waste

Cleaning up after your pet is an
important way to protect the
health of people and dogs.

(NAPSA)—Anyone who is sur-
prised at the number of accidents
caused by distracted drivers has
not been paying attention.

In a recent survey by Farmers
Insurance Group of Companies,
more than 80 percent of drivers
said they don’t drive as well when
they are subject to distractions.

Eighty-three percent acknowl-
edged that it’s harder to concen-
trate on driving while engaging in
activities such as eating or drink-
ing, talking on their cell phones,
adjusting radios or CD players.

According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration (NHTSA), distracted driv-
ers are a factor in 25 to 50 percent
of all vehicle crashes—or between
4,000 and 8,000 crashes each
day—resulting in an estimated
$40 to $80 billion in damages
annually.

Distracted driving can take
many forms: using a cell phone,
adjusting the radio, talking to pas-
sengers, “rubbernecking,” reading
a map, cleaning the windshield,
attending to children or pets, eat-
ing or drinking, picking things up
off the floor and personal grooming
are a few examples.

The number of motorists using
hand-held cell phones has greatly
increased driver distraction. 

A study by the New England
Journal of Medicine found that
talking on a mobile phone while
driving quadruples the risk of an
accident—a rate similar to that of
drunk driving.

More than seven in 10 said
motorists who use hand-held cell
phones should be subject to a
penalty or fine. 

In addition, nearly two thirds
(63 percent) of those polled favored
stricter driving rules for teens,

limiting the number of passengers
young drivers may carry. The
NHTSA found 16-year-old drivers
were 50 percent more likely to be
killed when there is another pas-
senger in the vehicle.

Farmers Insurance offers the
following tips to help prevent driv-
ers from becoming distracted:

• Make adjustments to radios,
seats, air conditioning and mirrors
before putting the vehicle in gear.

• Review map directions before
getting on the road.

• Refrain from reading in the
car. Even a glance could cause you
to miscalculate the response to the
vehicle in front of you.

• Do not reach for items in the
back seat or in the glove compart-
ment while driving. 

• Avoid talking on a cell phone
while driving.

• Personal grooming should
be done before getting into the
vehicle. 

• Do not engage in stressful or
emotional conversations while driv-
ing. Pull off the road.

For more information on Farmers
Insurance, visit www.farmers.com.

Motorists Claim Distractions Affect Their Driving

Review your map directions
before you get in the car. Read-
ing the map while driving could
cause an accident.

(NAPSA)—It was a showplace
for startling new technologies, an
exhibition of the best of 19th cen-
tury high culture and a decidedly
low-brow entertainment event
along its Midway. It was Chicago’s
great Columbian Exposition, an
event historians say introduced
America to the 20th century.

Fair-goers marveled at electric
lights, refrigeration, long-distance
telephones and a primitive motion
picture. They were in awe of the
giant, 26-story high, first-ever
Ferris wheel. They were im-
pressed by the renowned classical
exhibition halls—“The White
City”—designed by more than a
dozen of the country’s greatest
architects. They relaxed by plazas
and lakes planned by Frederick
Law Olmsted, co-creator of New
York’s Central Park. 

Though electric lighting was not
unknown at the time of the fair,
the scale of its use was staggering,
as both George Westinghouse and
Thomas Edison helped plan it. The
World’s Fair generated and used
three times as much electricity as
the rest of Chicago at the time. Vis-
itors rode on an overhead electric
railway and navigated the lakes in
battery-powered boats—both nov-
elties in those days. 

Fair-goers also indulged in the
noisy carnival-like amusements of
the Midway—which was both
huge and hugely popular. Alto-
gether, this World’s Fair was one
of the most successful ever. Open
only six months, it drew 28 mil-
lion admissions.

L. Frank Baum, the writer of

the “Wizard of Oz” books, got his
inspiration for the Emerald City
there. The lovely Japanese pavil-
ion inspired a young Frank Lloyd
Wright. Another deeply impressed
visitor was the father of Walt Dis-
ney—whose Disneyland and Dis-
ney World are considered today’s
successors to much that was new
at the 1893 World’s Fair. 

Now the amazing Chicago
World’s Fair is being brought back
to life in a stunning new documen-
tary called “Expo—Magic of the
White City,” narrated by actor
Gene Wilder. It’s available at Bor-
ders, Barnes & Noble, Best Buy
and others as well as online retail-
ers. For more information, visit
www.ColumbianExpo.com. “Expo”
is rated PG by the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America.

The Fair That Launched The 20th Century

Relive the 1893 World’s Fair with
a new DVD.

(NAPSA)—Experts say differing
attitudes about money—not just
how much you have—are often at
the root of many serious marital
conflicts. If you and your spouse are
finding it difficult to agree on your
financial goals, you may want to
speak to a financial professional.
The financial professionals at
Primerica have created a guide that
shows you how to take control of
your financial life. Learn more at
www.primerica.com.

After more than 30 years in
real estate and three seasons of
the hit TV show “The Apprentice,”
developer Donald J. Trump has
finally “softened up.” He teamed
up with the new “all” Cleans &
Softens laundry detergent, a deter-
gent and fabric softener in one bot-
tle, to help raise money and help
wash gently used clothes for The
Salvation Army.

According to experts at the
nonprofit American Homeowners
Grassroots Alliance (AHGA),
homeowners typically stay in their
homes nine years longer than
renters, making neighborhoods
more stable. Homeowners also are
better educated. Children of home-
owners are 59 percent more likely
to become homeowners, 25 percent
more likely to graduate from high
school and 116 percent more likely
to graduate from college. 

A landmark exhibit that chroni-
cles Pope John Paul II’s bonds with
the Jewish community has opened
in Washington, D.C. through Jan.
15, 2006. Eight-foot-high replicas of

vintage photographs, artifacts, and
videos tell the story of his contribu-
tions to Catholic-Jewish relations
in this captivating, more than
2,000-foot exhibit. Admission to the
Pope John Paul II Cultural Center
is by donation. To learn more, visit
www.jp2cc.org. 

The Postal Service provides a
Mover ’s Guide packet that in-
cludes a form for temporary or
permanent change of address. The
guide can be found in Post Office
lobbies. For people who don’t want
to go to the Post Office, the
Movers Guide is also available at
usps.gov. The USPS also offers a
new option for sending mail from
a primary residential address to a
temporary address. The Postal
Service uses Priority Mail for the
new Premium Forwarding Ser-
vice, which can be used for up to a
year. For additional information,
go to www.usps.com.

No longer a chore—a new vac-
uum using a patented Ball tech-
nology makes it easier to maneu-
ver around a room. To learn more,
visit www.dyson.com.

(NAPSA)—Fabulous fall fla-
vors come alive in Apple-Berry
Crumble Pie. For more delicious
recipes featuring the whole-grain
goodness of oats, visit
www.quakeroat meal.com.

(NAPSA)—It may be possible
to read your way to better health.
Great tips for healthier living are
found in “Small Steps...Big
Rewards,” “The Disease Preven-
tion Cookbook,” “200 Healthy
Recipes in 30 Minutes or Less,”
“Dr. Gavin’s Health Guide for
African Americans,” and “Graham
Kerr ’s Simply Splenda Cook-
book.” 




