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(NAPSA)—Even the most
staid and traditional American
universities are seeing changes
in the way students are learning.
The new learning tools they’re
using to do their course work and
make the most of their educa-
tional experience would have
been unimaginable to John Har-
vard or Leland Stanford.

No matter how futuristic these
tools might seem, however, today’s
students know that digital text-
books, virtual tutors, online
libraries, customized tablet PCs
and other high-tech tools are here
to stay. Today when freshmen pur-
chase their textbooks, they’re get-
ting much more than just a book,
they’re getting an entire learning
program.

For example, when buying a
book, students can now get access
to an entire online library that
can be accessed anytime, any-
where. They can get a virtual
tutor to answer their questions at
3 a.m. Such technology helps stu-
dents learn faster and more effec-
tively. With new tools in the
classroom, everyone wins. 

How and why did this mar-
velous transformation take place?
Regarding the how, as technology
and learning have converged, many
publishers have evolved their
learning tools to keep pace with the
technologically advanced curricula.
As such, they strive to provide a
variety of suitable choices for
instructors and students. 

As far as the why, it’s impor-
tant to recognize how dramati-
cally the academic environment
has changed in the last decade.
Enrollment and class size con-
tinue to grow—as do financial
pressures—forcing institutions

and instructors to take on greater
workloads. Student demographics
also continue to change, requiring
instructors to address a broader
variety of learning styles, achieve-
ment levels and cultural expecta-
tions. Technology advancements
have positively impacted how stu-
dents learn, how instructors teach
and how course materials are
developed and presented.

Today’s students, raised on
steady diets of high-tech innova-
tions ranging from e-mail to
instant messaging, increasingly
look for dynamic, visual learning
tools to engage them. Now instruc-
tors, administrators and publish-
ers have banded together to offer
exciting new materials to help
everyone make the most of the col-
lege experience. A whole new world
of opportunity awaits today’s col-
lege students as they walk into
classrooms and discover the new
learning tools of the future. For
more information about teaching
and learning tools available today,
visit www.newtexts.com.

It’s Not Your Mom And Dad’s Classroom Anymore—
Demystifying The Learning Tools Of Today

With new tools in the classroom,
everyone wins.

(NAPSA)—Color has the power
to change our moods for the better
and even to help us see hope and
promise in the future. Aware of
color’s ability to communicate the
spirit of the times, one major
paint brand recently announced
Full Bloom as its 2005 “Color of
the Year.” 

“It’s a color that is uplifting,
stimulating and enlivening,” says
Barbara Richardson, director of
color marketing for ICI Paints,
maker of the Glidden paint brand.
“Full Bloom has the ability to
raise our spirits and to make us
feel optimistic—a quality that is
in high demand right now.”

“Hopeful” Palette
Shades of orange have been

growing in popularity throughout
the past year, due to their inher-
ent sense of hopefulness. Colors
from the orange palette create a
feeling of warmth, joy and energy
when incorporated into home
décor. This color group is consid-
ered especially suited for “public”
areas of the home, such as
kitchens or dining rooms, where
family and friends gather to com-
municate, to eat and drink or to
be entertained. 

“Many shades of orange evoke
the excitement of a fiesta with
their vitality and fruitiness,” says
Richardson. “A room painted in
colors reminiscent of spiced
pumpkin, papaya or tangerine
often becomes the scene of lively
gatherings.”

Excellent Accent Color 
Due to the strength and rich-

ness of most orange shades it’s
often preferable to use them as
effervescent accents throughout
the home—especially on one or
two walls in a large room.  

“This color scheme easily can
be blended with décors ranging

from the natural and minimalist
to the extremely modern and
whimsical,” says Richardson. 

According to Richardson, these
vibrant oranges also mix perfectly
with other warm colors that are
not quite as intense, such as deep
chocolates and saddle browns. As
with most colors, the orange
palette is made more beautiful
when combined with neutral
shades. For instance, in a room
painted with Full Bloom, use a
pink-toned neutral such as Sand
Dollar Shell on the doorways and
trim to create a sense of continu-
ity and flow.     

Full Bloom is based on a color
originally identified by the Colour-
Futures team, an international
group that researches design influ-

ences from fashion, architecture,
nature and cultures from around
the globe. Each year, the team
studies events and ideas to pro-
duce a contemporary color palette
driven by society’s moods and
interests, similar to the way that
fashion designers seek unique
styles and incorporate current
philosophies into their work.  

“Full Bloom is really an uplift-
ing color that can enhance our
lives,” says Richardson. “In the
home, it creates spaces that are
dynamic and joyful—places that
we can visit to gain motivation,
find inspiration or simply improve
our moods.” 

You can explore color options, as
well as creative ideas for home
paint projects, at www.glidden.com.

Full Bloom Blossoms As 2005 Color Of The Year:
Uplifting Orange Embodies Optimism 

A bright shade of orange can add exuberance to any room.

(NAPSA)—A home is a signifi-
cant investment and comes with
even greater responsibilities.
Insurance industry experts Dan
Kovac and Arne Chatterton advise
homeowners to prepare their
homes for rough weather. 

“Weather is one of the more
unpredictable challenges home-
owners face,” said Kovac. “They
can avoid the financial burdens
caused by cold weather if they take
time to winterproof their homes.”

According to the Insurance
Information Institute, winter
results in billions of dollars in
damages to homes each year from
burst pipes, chimney fires, water
damage and other hazards. Gen-
eral Casualty Insurance Compa-
nies and Unigard Insurance
Group offer tips to reduce these
dangers—and resulting insurance
costs:

1. Inspect and profession-
ally clean fireplace chimney
and furnace annually. Check
inside of chimney for creosote
buildup, a shiny black coating
that can lead to chimney fires. 

2. Replace batteries and
smoke alarms. House fires are
more common in the winter. 

3. Prevent damage to pipes
and future costly repairs.
Wrap pipes with heating tape and
check for leaks. Insulate unfin-
ished rooms containing exposed
pipes. Remove hoses from exterior
faucets, turn off water and cover
exposed spigots. 

4. Clean and repair gutters.
Remove debris and check gutter
joints for cracks. Keeping gutters
clean allows melting snow and ice

to flow freely and prevents water
damage. Gutter guards help pre-
vent clogs.

5. Keep the home ade-
quately insulated and make
sure heating systems are
working properly. Setting the
thermostat at 65 degrees or
higher helps prevent pipes from
freezing and bursting.

6. Trim trees and remove
dead branches. Ice, snow and
wind can cause weak trees or
branches to break and damage
your home or car or injure some-
one on your property.

“Compile a checklist of annual,
seasonal and monthly activities to
protect your investment in your
home’s value and family’s safety,”
said Chatterton. A home mainte-
nance checklist is available at uni-
gard.com/helpInfo.

General Casualty (Sun Prairie,
Wis.) and Unigard (Bellevue,
Wash.) insurance companies are
part of Winterthur U.S. Holdings,
Inc., and insure homes, autos and
businesses through independent
agents in 31 states.

Prepare Your Home To Protect Your Investment

(NAPSA)—Picture this: you
can enjoy your digital photos,
videos and music on the big screen
of your television. If you’re like
many PC owners, you would pre-
fer to share your digital media
with your family and friends from
the comfort and convenience of
the couch in the living room
rather than on the PC screen.

In fact, industry experts say
that roughly half of PC owners
with broadband Internet connec-
tions want to enjoy their digital
media by connecting their PCs
directly to TVs or stereos through
their home entertainment center. 

Well now they’re in luck,
because retailers are selling a
growing number of new prod-
ucts—sometimes called “digital
media receivers” or “media
hubs”—that let them do just that. 

One such product lets users
quickly and easily connect a PC to
the TV through a home network to
play digital content, as well as
video or audio live from the Inter-
net. Additionally, users can surf the
Web, send and receive e-mail and
chat with friends via the television.

“Everything points to the fact
that people want the option of tak-
ing Internet entertainment and
stored personal photos, music and
videos out of the confines of their
home offices and into the comfort
of their living rooms,” said Sam
Klepper, general manager of
Microsoft’s MSN TV division,

which created the new MSN TV 2
Internet and Media Player.

From single purpose devices
that play either audio or video
downloaded from the Internet to
video game boxes and high-end
“media hub” PCs, consumers have
their pick of ways to enjoy Inter-
net entertainment—when, where
and how they want.

“Consumers don’t have to hud-
dle in front of a computer screen
to see or listen to digital content
anymore,” said Klepper. “Digital
media receivers make it easy for
them to bring the compelling new
entertainment available on the
Internet—as well as personal pho-
tos and digital home movies—into
the comfort of their living room,
the traditional hub for enjoying
entertainment. It’s an idea whose
time has come.” 

Further information can be
found at www.msntv.com.

Getting Comfortable With Digital Entertainment

Get the big picture. New software
lets you display digital photos on
your television set.

***
A good teacher is one who can
understand those who are not
very good at explaining, and
explain to those who are not
very good at understanding.

—Dwight D. Eisenhower 
***

***
We have grasped the mystery of
the atom and rejected the
Sermon on the Mount ... The
world has achieved brilliance
without wisdom, power with-
out conscience. Ours is a world
of nuclear giants and ethical
infants.

—Omar Bradley 
***

***
Grant me the serenity to accept
the things I cannot change, the
courage to change the things I
can and the wisdom to know the
difference.

—Reinhold Niebuhr 
***




