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(NAPSA)—Make room, muscle
car and mini-van—today’s power
garage is emerging as a room in its
own right. Not just spinning its
wheels as a parking slot, the con-
temporary garage is a space for
auto enthusiasts, gardeners and
sports buffs—complete with its
own tech-cued furniture and stor-
age must-haves.

“The garage is fast becoming a
favorite area for today’s multi-activ-
ity families,” says Doug Krieger,
design director for Sauder. “Whe-
ther they’re customizing a car or
potting plants, Americans are trans-
forming the garage into an envi-
ronment for work and play.”

Serious auto enthusiasts are dri-
ving the push toward well-ordered
garages that can be shown off with
pride. Such auto aficionados are
clear on how a garage should look,
opting for finished walls and floors,
sleek furnishings, ample storage
and durable work surfaces that add
up to a cool place to work, and
entertain fellow car buffs.

It’s no wonder they can’t keep the
rest of the family out of the garage.
Involvement in sports has risen
almost 50 percent in the past two
decades, according to the University
of Michigan’s Institute for Social
Research and eight out of ten—or 85
million—households in America
include a family member who gar-
dens, says the American Nursery and
Landscape Association. These and a
host of other leisure pursuits also
beg for garage storage.

“Today’s garage deserves the
same thoughtful design approach
as other rooms in the home,” says
Krieger. “It demands furnishings
that are both sturdy and stylish.”
With designs like those from
Sauder ’s Hot Rod Garage and
Garage Boss collections, con-

sumers have a wide choice of
handsome, hard-working options.

In response to today ’s great
garage expectations, Krieger and
the Sauder design team suggest
several tips for fashioning the con-
temporary garage into a multi-pur-
pose space for the entire family.

• Organize life’s multitude of
must-have items—from drill bits
to tennis gear to garden tools—
with a mix of closed cabinets and
open shelving. The sturdy, afford-
able Garage Boss organization sys-
tem, for example, solves a host of
clutter-busting issues for the
entire family. Featuring a rugged
graystone finish, storage cabinets
with doors can instantly transform
a catch all garage into an orderly
space. Open shelf storage units are
fine for frequently used items,
such as soccer balls and watering
cans. Mesh fronts keep items
safely in place. 

• Customize the garage for the
serious hobbyist. For example, the
family’s dedicated car buff usually
has very specific demands for a
dream garage. Customize the set-
ting by mixing components from
the slick, functional Hot Rod
Garage system, co-branded by
Sauder and Primedia’s “Hot Rod
Magazine.” Two-door and three-

drawer storage cabinets, for exam-
ple, can be combined and stacked
to organize myriad small tools as
well as larger-scaled equipment
such as air compressors and bat-
tery chargers. With their high
gloss red and silver pearl finish
and chemical and dent resistant
surfaces, these pieces add rugged
good looks to the garage haven. 

• A workbench is to the garage
what a sofa is to the living room.
Sauder ’s Hot Rod workbench, for
instance, serves a wide range of
hobbyists, with a solid, durable
work surface, useful pegboard
back, fluorescent light, handy
upper storage shelf and electrical
outlet. A mobile work island can be
stowed under the workbench when
not in use and readily rolled out to
instantly double workspace.

• Increase comfort and flexibil-
ity with additional moveable stor-
age units. The mobile Garage Boss
storage cubby combines shelves
and slots to organize everything in
a minimum amount of space.
Optional sturdy casters allow gear
to be easily moved to a more conve-
nient location.  

With thought and planning,
consumers can readily fashion
their garages into multi-purpose
spaces for the entire family. 

Today’s Power Garages Shift Into High Gear

Today’s garage is a favorite area for a variety of family activities.

by Sergio Siderman
Senior Vice President and General

Counsel Property I.D.
(NAPSA)—Aside from taxes

and loan payments, homeowners
insurance may be the biggest
expense on the minds of potential
new homebuyers in today’s boom-
ing real estate market. As part of
every real estate transaction,
home sellers must disclose every-
thing about the land and property
to a potential buyer that can be
considered material, states have
mandated. This can range from
natural and environmental haz-
ards to insurance losses filed on
the property over the last five
years. One of the best ways to
make sure a property will qualify
to be underwritten for home-
owner ’s insurance is to know the
history of losses on the property.

Many previous insurance los-
ses on a property are not disclosed
at the time of sale. 

There are many reasons for non-
disclosure. For instance, it can be
as simple as a seller unaware of the
history of the property or a home-
owner who forgets to disclose a
series of seemingly innocent “acci-
dents” on the property. Problems
like leaking hot water heaters,
burst pipes or dozens of other inci-
dents that lead to insurance losses
might not seem important but they
are. Any of these are enough to
potentially place the property in a

high-risk insurance pool. Without
homeowner’s insurance, banks will
not lend or could cancel a loan.

Insurance companies track
property losses for their policyhold-
ers, recognizing that past losses on
a property can be a strong indica-
tor of future problems. Think about
it. Any problem, even if fixed, can
serve as a warning of more to
come—like dry rot or termites.
Even everyday repairs like plumb-
ing, gas and roof leaks signify
potential financial risk. If a buyer
has no knowledge of the history of
a new residence, that dream house
could potentially cost thousands of
dollars in future repairs.

Insurance companies review a
property’s loss history before issu-
ing a policy and for new proper-
ties, this usually occurs after the
sale closes and the bank has
granted the loan. The results of
improper loss disclosure have

been disastrous for those unlucky
enough to find themselves in the
financial predicament of facing
significantly higher than expected
insurance premiums.

Today, one of the most insidi-
ous of  all  problems is mold.
Occurring mainly after water
damage and leaks yet silent and
dangerous, mold causes chronic
health problems and property
damage if  left  unchecked. In
some cases it is incredibly hard
to detect unless an inspector is
specifically looking for it and,
even then, mold could be impos-
sible to remove. 

Forewarned Is Forearmed
There ’s a simple solution to

avoid the pitfalls described. A sim-
ple disclosure report is available to
every seller, buyer and their
agents. It’s called a C.L.U.E.® Risk
Only Report, currently available
only from Property I.D. (www.prop
ertyid.com). It tracks the insurance
loss history of a property, not its
owners, and is based on the indus-
try-standard Comprehensive Loss
Underwriting Exchange (C.L.U.E.).
The report sells for $19.50. When
weighed against the potential lia-
bility of a new property costing six
figures, it can be an extremely
small investment that can be paid
at closing.

In today’s litigious society, dis-
closure is the best protection
against this significant risk. 

Taking The Guesswork Out Of Homeowner’s Insurance For Buyers

C.L.U.E. is a registered trademark of ChoicePoint Asset Company

(NAPSA)—Regardless of
whether you’re an expert party
planner or a novice at hosting get-
togethers, you can create a luxuri-
ous yet affordable outdoor gather-
ing place to comfortably entertain
family and friends.

Linens ’n Things offers the fol-
lowing tips to help you decorate a
space suitable for your lifestyle,
which may include quiet morning
coffee, lunch with friends or an
elegant, romantic evening with a
loved one.

• Know your decorating
style—Do you gravitate toward
contemporary, country, traditional
or an eclectic mixture of design?
What’s your favorite color scheme?
Do you prefer patterns, solids or a
combination? Look in your favorite
magazines to see what appeals to
you and decorate accordingly.

• Consider lighting and
shade—For comfort during the day
and ambience at night, a market
umbrella is a must-have. While it
offers necessary shade during hot
summer afternoons, an umbrella
also provides a charming patio
accent. Come twilight, a lighted
umbrella (or one with votive can-
dles) will not only illuminate your
table but it’ll add romance, sophis-
tication and elegance to your
evening. To create a more intimate
environment, dazzle your guests
with lighted glass globe lanterns
and tealight candle gardens.

• Create a focal point with
furniture—Let patio furniture be
a major focal point for outdoor
entertaining. Create the look of a
romantic outdoor café with a
bistro-style table and chairs. For a
more contemporary look, add an
iron table with glass tabletop and
wicker chairs.

• Add a splash of color—

Vibrant colors add life and excite-
ment to any space. According to
Linens ’n Things, this season’s
popular hues include hot pink,
mandarin orange, lime green and
South Pacific blue. Consider
adding color pop through the use
of affordable seat cushions, deco-
rative pillows, placemats, acrylic
tableware or string lights.

• Accessorize, accessorize,
accessorize—Small touches make
a world of difference in decorating
both indoors and outdoors. Add ele-
ments of height such as pillar can-
dles, a tiered plate or an accent
piece to create scale on your table-
top. Hang Asian-inspired paper
lanterns or surround your patio
with torches for dramatic flair.
Complement your existing land-
scape with planters of faux green-
ery and flowers and dress up your
table with colorful stemware, serv-
ings pieces and dinnerware.

To find the Linens ’n Things
store nearest you, call toll-free
866-568-7378.

From Magical Mornings To Enchanted Evenings

The right decorative touches can
make for an enchanting evening
soiree under a blanket of stars.

(NAPSA)—With an average
cost of $6,000, a funeral may be
one of the largest single expenses
a family faces. However, unlike
paying for a home, college tuition,
weddings or a car, families may
not always anticipate or have
time to financially prepare for a
funeral. When the time comes,
shopping around and researching
options take a distant second to
coping with a loss. One option
may be to plan ahead, say experts
at Selected Independent Funeral
Homes, the world’s largest associ-
ation of independently owned
funeral homes. To learn more,
visit the Web site at www.select
edfuneralhomes.org.

One big plank in the argument
for outdoor decks is that, with the
availability of vinyl decks and
railings, the maintenance and
replacement costs associated with
wooden decking are no longer
there, as vinyl decks literally can
last a lifetime. Advantages of
vinyl outdoor decking and railing
products such as those made by
Royal Outdoor Products and
Royal Crown Limited include UV
inhibitors to resist fading, yellow-
ing, chipping, or peeling like other
materials. Vinyl decks resist
cracking, warping;  will not sepa-
rate, have no splinters, never
need painting or sealing, strip-
ping, sanding, refinishing and will
not rot, rust or mildew. To learn

more, visit www.chooseroyal.
com/np. 

The air inside your home can
be up to three times as polluted
as the air outside. Fortunately,
the experts at York Heating and
Cooling believe ventilation sys-
tems and air cleaners can improve
your home’s indoor air quality
(IAQ). Properly designed ventila-
tion systems replace a portion of
stale indoor air with fresh outdoor
air, reducing energy loss in the
process. Air exchangers from
York, for example, let users man-
ually or automatically adjust the
fresh air flow. The units retain a
portion of the energy used to heat
or cool the house, saving money
on utility bills. For more informa-
tion on improving IAQ, visit
www.yorkupg.com or call 1-800-
910-YORK.
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