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(NAPSA)—There’s an invisible
force that could put you in danger
at the fuel pump. It’s static elec-
tricity, and it could ignite a poten-
tially fatal fire if you’re not careful
when refueling your vehicle or fill-
ing a portable fuel container.

“Gasoline fumes are volatile.
Static electricity can create a
spark that could cause a fire if it’s
near gas fumes,” said Philadel-
phia Fire Department Commis-
sioner Harold Hairston. “It’s vital
to fill fuel containers safely to pro-
tect yourself, your family and your
property. Even many safety con-
scious people may not be aware of
the proper way to fill a portable
fuel container.”

Most consumers are aware of
static electricity—common exam-
ples are the shock felt when drag-
ging your feet across a carpet or
the electrical charge seen and felt
when removing laundry from the
clothes dryer. 

This phenomenon is caused by
the friction between two dissimilar
types of matter carrying opposite
electrical charges. Although these
examples are harmless, the pres-
ence of static electricity at the fuel
pump can, given certain unsafe
practices, have tragic results.

“Every time you pump gaso-
line, a charge of electricity builds
up on the gasoline as it flows
through a pipe or hose, and this
charge takes several seconds to
several minutes to dissipate after
the gasoline has reached the fuel
tank or container,” said Bob
Renkes, executive director of the

Petroleum Equipment Institute.
In most cases, this situation is

not hazardous because the gaso-
line dispenser and the vehicle are
grounded, meaning there is a
direct path through which the
electricity can be discharged to
the ground.

When this electricity is not
grounded—such as when a
portable fuel container is in the
trunk or truck bed while being
filled—static electricity can cause
a spark that could ignite fuel
vapors.

“For safety, you need to place
the (fuel) container on the ground
and fill it on the ground,” Renkes
said. “Placing the container on the
ground makes it easier for the
electrical charge to escape.”

Static electricity also can build
up when gasoline is flowing into
the fuel container; consumers can
enhance the grounding process
by keeping the pump nozzle in
contact with the fuel container
during the filling process. This
contact sets up a grounding con-
nection between the pump and
the container.

Here are some basic safe-fuel-
ing steps, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), the
American Petroleum Institute and
other safety and fuel experts:

• Always place portable fuel
containers on the ground and out of
contact with the vehicle when refu-
eling—this helps ground the con-
tainer. Do not fill the container
while it is in the trunk or truck bed.

• Only use portable containers
that are approved for the type of
fuel you are pouring.

• Keep the pump nozzle in con-
tact with the container through-
out the fueling process to estab-
lish and maintain grounding.

• Do not use an automatic
pump-handle device—fill the con-
tainer manually and slowly. This
helps decrease the chance of static
electricity build-up as well as
spilling or splattering.

• Keep your hand on the fuel
nozzle throughout the refueling
process, and never re-enter the
vehicle while fuel is still being
pumped into the tank. 

• Don’t smoke when refueling
a vehicle or filling a portable fuel
container.

Unsafe practices at the fuel
pump can and do have tragic
consequences. Remember that
you are dealing with highly
volatile vapors that can, given a
spark from static electricity,
ignite with powerful force. Help
protect yourself and your passen-
gers by focusing on safe fueling
procedures.

Don’t Put Yourself In Harm’s Way At The Fuel Pump
(NAPSA)—When it comes to

planning (and paying for) a family
reunion, you may be able to save a
bundle by shopping at a wholesale
club.

Wholesale clubs are recognized
for their terrific values on bulk
household items and food, as well
as for merchandise ranging from
trampolines and patio sets to con-
sumer electronics and children’s
toys. And when it comes to party
“must-haves”—everything from
plates and cups to chips and dip,
even gourmet items to satisfy
sophisticated palates—clubs such
as BJ’s Wholesale Club can help
you save about 30 percent.

Step 1: Determine the num-
ber of guests and make your
announcement. If you’re looking
to host 50 people, then you need to
stretch every dollar. An effective
and inexpensive way to invite
guests is to ask one member of each
family group to invite his or her
immediate family and report back.

Step 2: Plan a menu to feed
the masses. Offer a variety of
foods. Generally speaking, tradi-
tional hamburgers and hot dogs
are suitable for the majority of
guests, but it’s advisable to offer
cold cuts, salads and peanut but-
ter and jelly for youngsters.

Step 3: Shop in advance and
call on a catering department.
Jot down all your paper and plas-
tic needs such as plates, cups,
utensils, napkins and plastic
wrap, as well as all the food
items—ranging from meats,
seafood and produce to gourmet
treats to bakery goods, snack
foods and beverages—and then
visit BJ’s Wholesale Club for
affordable, one-stop shopping. For
added convenience, call a few days

before your event to order cold cut
platters and special cakes.

Step 4: Create focal points
for the party. Set up a few seat-
ing areas and places for games,
dancing and eating. Collapsible
canvas or plastic chairs are great
for large groups. Put a banquet
table in the shade for food. To
create shade, try an inexpensive
pop-up awning or canopy. Place
cold drinks in a large cooler of
ice. Keep a folding table near the
grill for the chef. Put yard games
in a separate location so children
can play safely.

Step 5: Have fun. Add bal-
loons, family banners, string
lights and music and let the party
begin. With this easy and afford-
able way to host a family reunion,
you can entertain your loved ones
without breaking the bank.

For the nearest BJ’s Wholesale
Club, call 800-BJS-CLUB or visit
www.bjs.com.

Time For The Great American Family Reunion

With proper planning, a terrific
family reunion can be put to-
gether on a modest budget.

(NAPSA)—Sixteen percent of
workers admit they are not at all
confident they will have enough
money saved for retirement, up
from just 10 percent last year,
according to a poll conducted by
the Employee Benefit Research
Institute.

While retirement was once a
cornerstone of the American
Dream, it is now in question for
many Americans as they scramble
to dig their way out from under
massive investment losses.

The three-year downturn of the
economy, has resulted in investor
losses of an estimated $7 trillion
since the stock market peaked in
March 2000. The nation’s unem-
ployment rate rose from 4.7 per-
cent in 2001 to 5.8 percent in
2002, swelling the jobless ranks
by another 1.6 million people,
according to the Associated Press.

Although the numbers are
daunting, the true devastation lies
in the personal stories of those
who worked a lifetime only to see
their savings lost in retirement.

“I was recently approached by a
70-year-old woman who had lost 60
percent of her money in less than
two years,” said Al Foschini, a
financial services professional and
branch sales manager with
Bankers Life and Casualty Com-
pany, a life, health and annuity
provider that specializes in senior
Americans. “She had been advised

to put 100 percent of her savings
into aggressive mutual funds.”

Foschini heads the Bankers
Life and Casualty Company Hart-
ford, Conn. branch, which means
he hears these kind of stories
from seniors every day. His solu-
tion is to utilize a risk tolerance
survey to determine what types of
investments will be best for an
individual’s specific retirement
needs.

“The improper allocation of
assets is the number one reason
investors see these kind of losses,”
Foschini continued. “I can’t say
enough times, spread assets over
multiple categories with acceptable
levels of risk, especially if you are
in or approaching retirement.”

Foschini also encourages se-
niors to look into fixed-interest
annuities as an investment.

“In most cases, fixed-interest
annuities have better yields and
higher interest rates,” said Fos-
chini. “More importantly, they can
offer the security to let you sleep
at night without worry about mar-
ket fluctuations.” 

Another important thing to
consider for retirement is life,
health and long-term care insur-
ance. Americans are living longer
today than ever before, which also
means they’re spending more on
medicine and medical procedures
as they age. 

According to the Health Insur-
ance Association of America, 40
percent of Americans over age 65
may spend time in a nursing home,
and 75 percent will likely need
some type of home care. The aver-
age cost of care in a nursing home
is more than $52,000 annually. 

Conversely, such insurance
policies are regularly considered
discretionary. The state of Con-
necticut last year reported the
first declines in the sale of long-
term care insurance policies since
it began tracking sales. 

According to Foschini, “Don’t
run away from insurance because
of the cost of premiums. Insur-
ance is always an important part
of retirement planning.”

For more information on retire-
ment in a down economy, contact
a licensed financial services pro-
fessional in your area.

Flexing Stock Market Suspends Retirement For Many Older Americans

As people approach retire-
ment age, they need to recon-
sider investment strategies.

FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

(NAPSA)—The aggressive Nasu-
titermes costalis species of termites
was found in South Florida in 2001.
The species, called “tree termites”
because of where they nest, is native
to a number of islands in the
Caribbean. Unlike most termite
species in the U.S., the tree termites
are active above ground. This ren-
ders a number of termite control
methods, like bait products, ineffec-
tive. Instead, the state is attempt-
ing to completely wipe out the pest
population using Termidor®, a liquid
termiticide/ insecticide that has been
used on over 800,000 homes since
2000. 

The two basic types of life
insurance are term, which offers
protection for a certain amount
of time so long as premiums are
paid, and permanent,  which
doesn’t expire. With permanent
insurance, if the cash value is
large enough, the policy owner
may not have to pay premiums to
keep the policy in force. A gen-
eral rule of thumb says you need
seven times your annual income.
For a more precise calculation,
visit the Needs Analysis Work-
sheet on www.allstate.com/
finance. For more information
about l i fe insurance, visit

Allstate at www.allstate.com/
finance.

People find the Internet to be a
valuable tool for business re-
search. For example, many entre-
preneurs use the Internet and e-
mail to get business advice and
information quickly. One place
small business owners can turn to
for assistance is a national non-
profit organization called SCORE,
“Counselors to America’s Small
Business.” SCORE’s small busi-
ness counseling is free and the
association also offers face-to-face
counseling through its 389 chap-
ters nationwide. To learn more,
visit www.score.org or call 1-800-
634-0245.




