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(NAPSA)—Although you may
want to get rid of your present
vehicle in favor of a new car, tak-
ing better care of your current set
of wheels may make much more
sense in the long run—helping
you achieve a goal of financial
freedom.

“We advise our clients that if
they want a 10 percent increase
on their investments every year,
they need to cut down on their
expenses,” said Terry Mulcahy,
vice president of investments for
R.W. Baird. “A new automobile is,
for most people, their second
biggest investment next to a
home, so a great way to save
money and increase financial
assets is to hang onto their cur-
rent vehicle rather than buy a
new one every few years. Budget-
ing for and doing preventative
maintenance on your car is one of
the best ways to cut your costs
and keep your car.”

The Car Care Council esti-
mates that more than $60 billion
in vehicle maintenance and repair
is not performed every year, evi-
dence that there is considerably
more that consumers should be
doing to protect their automotive
investments.

“Whether it’s an oil change,
replacing brakes or new belts and
hoses, that periodic repair bill is a
drop in the bucket compared to
monthly payments on a new car,”
said Rich White, executive direc-
tor of the Car Care Council. “The
bottom line is that a properly
maintained vehicle is safe, more
dependable, more fuel efficient,
less polluting and more valuable.
The smartest way to get a solid
return on investment is to keep

your car through what we call the
‘Cinderella Era.’ It’s that period of
time after the payoff when your
car is still in great shape and
needs only modest repairs.”

Figures from Runzheimer
International, a management con-
sulting firm that measures travel
and living costs, confirms the
Council’s claims. Recent figures
from a Runzheimer study show
that trading a vehicle every eight
years instead of every four can
save more than $2,481.75 a year
after the payoff. That includes
repairs and maintenance, license,
registration, taxes and insurance.

The Car Care Council is the
source of information for the “Be
Car Care Aware” consumer educa-
tion campaign, which provides
timely and accurate information
about the benefits of regular vehi-
cle care, maintenance and repair
to consumers. For more informa-
tion about routine vehicle mainte-
nance and how to “Be Car Care
Aware,” visit www.carcare.org.

Maintaining Present Vehicle May Make Financial Sense

Keeping an older vehicle for a
few more years may make good
financial sense.

(NAPSA)—The Cancer Sur-
vival Toolbox®, winner of the Gold
Star Award, the National Cancer
Institute’s highest award for
patient education, and voted one
of the most useful advocacy pro-
grams for cancer survivors, is now
fully available through its own
interactive Web site, www.cancer-
survival toolbox.org.

Produced through a unique col-
laboration of the National Coali-
tion for Cancer Survivorship, the
Oncology Nursing Society and the
Association for Oncology Social
Work, the Cancer Survival Toolbox
encourages people with cancer and
their caregivers to take more active
roles in their treatment and care.
The set of audio programs allow
survivors to listen right from the
Internet as well as download the
programs for future use. The Can-
cer Survival Toolbox is provided
free of charge thanks to an educa-
tional grant from Genentech and is
available in English, Spanish and
written Chinese.

“A cancer diagnosis can be an
overwhelming experience for sur-
vivors and their families,” ex-
plains Debra Thaler DeMers,
oncology nurse, cancer survivor
and a member of the core team
behind the Toolbox. “The Cancer
Survival Toolbox was designed to
help survivors gain the skills they
need to overcome their sense of
helplessness. This new Web site
introduces the next logical step for
the Toolbox, further enabling sur-
vivors to take advantage of the
knowledge, skills and experience
of nurses, social workers and fel-
low survivors. It will be a tremen-
dous resource for professionals,
survivors and caregivers.”

A key feature of www.cancer
survivaltoolbox.org is an interac-
tive, searchable resource guide
that directs cancer survivors and
those who care for them to credible
online information in a timely
fashion. Users will gain instant
access to the material they need
based on cancer type. For exam-
ple, a woman diagnosed with
breast cancer may want to find
resources covering medical options
for her particular type of breast
cancer. With the click of a mouse,
she gets to the information she
needs without sifting through
irrelevant material. Other readily
available information includes fer-
tility and cancer, sexuality and
cancer and support groups and
cancer.

“The Toolbox was originally
designed to empower the survivor
and the caregiver. With this new
and improved Web site, we are con-
tinuing that legacy,” states DeMers.

To access the Toolbox online,
visit www.cancersurvivaltoolbox.
org.

Nationally Renowned Cancer Program Now
Available At The Click Of A Mouse

Answers to questions on cancer
can now be at your fingertips with
an award-winning audio program
that may be downloaded for free.

(NAPSA)—When you were sin-
gle, you probably didn’t give life
insurance a second thought. And
though it may seem morbid to
think about while you’re still
glowing from the wedding day or
birth of a child, now is actually
the perfect time to consider pur-
chasing or updating a life insur-
ance policy. 

Now that you share your life
with someone else, he or she may
be dependent on your income.
Even if you both work, the loss of
income if one of you should pass on
could create financial hardships for
the surviving spouse. Life insur-
ance can help ease some of the
financial burdens by helping to
cover mortgage payments, debt
payments or funeral expenses. And
if you have children, the funds
could help pay for childcare or a
college education. With adequate
coverage, life insurance can help
your spouse and family maintain
their current standard of living.

If you already had a life insur-
ance policy prior to your marriage
or birth of your child, now is a
good time to consider changing
your beneficiary designation. You
may want to name your current
spouse as the primary beneficiary.
If you have children, you may
want to name them as secondary
beneficiaries to help them claim
benefits more easily if your spouse
should die before you or at the
same time. 

How Much Should You Get?
How much coverage you need

depends on several factors, includ-
ing your mortgage and other debts,
whether you have other financial
resources, if you have children, and
if you both work. For a ballpark

figure, add up your mortgage,
other debts, the anticipated cost of
educating your children, and your
annual household expenses for at
least five years or more. 

Sole wage earners may bear
greater financial responsibilities,
especially if they have children.
Even a stay-at-home parent may
need life insurance. Although you
may not contribute a paycheck
each month, your childcare, care
for elderly relatives and other
household responsibilities would
be expensive to replace. 

And if you’re a single parent,
life insurance may be even more
important. Although children
under legal age cannot directly
receive life insurance death bene-
fits, your child’s trustee would be
able to use the money to help
raise your child in your absence.

For more information about life
insurance, visit Allstate.com. You
can use the “How much life insur-
ance do I need?” calculator on All-
state.com to help you determine
how much life insurance you may
need.

Getting Married? Having a Baby? 
Consider Getting Life Insurance

(NAPSA)—Retiring a piece of
office equipment and searching for
a replacement is an easy decision
when a device has finally given its
all. But, there are times when it
may be more cost-effective not to
wait quite that long. 

As little as ten years ago, a
decent laser printer cost nearly
$1,000. Today’s models start at
under $300 and greatly improve
on features such as print speeds,
print resolution, memory capacity
and most important of all, they
can provide a much lower cost per
page. 

This combination of lower
acquisition and overall operation
costs plus enhanced features
make it an excellent time to con-
sider replacing those older, less
productive models.

Stanley Blicht, CPA is a perfect
example. He used the Brother HL-
1240 Laser Printer over the past
five years for his accounting firm.
“It never let me down and still
gives me the professional quality
documents my clients want to
see,” says Blicht. “Since buying
this model, I’ve seen Brother come
out with two new generations.
This seems like the right time for
me to take advantage of their lat-
est offering.”

He’s not alone. Brother’s ear-
lier laser printers were extremely
popular among small office and
home office users. They were reli-
able, affordable and delivered
office-quality results. Now it is
introducing a new line of personal
and office laser printers that will
make others think about stepping-

up to a newer model.
The entry level HL-5040 prints

up to 17 pages per minute, has a
2400 x 600 dpi resolution and an
8MB memory that can be up-
graded to 136MB. All of which
translates to higher productivity,
professional-quality output and
seamless processing of both text
and graphics. The HL-5040 is
compatible with Windows® and
Mac® operating systems. Other
features, like a handy job cancel
button on the control panel and
interactive support, make the HL-
5040 extremely user friendly. 

Three other models are also
offered. The HL-5050, HL-5050LT
and the HL-5070N are available
for offices that require enhanced
paper handling and print graphics
or require networking.

Printers from Brother come
with a one-year express ex-
change warranty. To learn more
call toll free, 800-276-7746 or
visit www.brother.com.

Upgrade Your Printers—The Price is Right

A number of small businesses
are finding it pays to replace
office equipment sooner rather
than later.

Desperado
(NAPSA)—Diana Palmer, one

of the world’s top romance writers
is known for her memorable char-
acters and snappy dialogue.

In Desperado (MIRA Books,
$6.99, now available in paper-
back), she tells the story of a clash
of wills between two people who

must confront their splintered
past and walk a tightrope be-
tween life and death. 

Cord Romero is a professional
mercenary who has been tem-
porarily blinded trying to disarm
a booby-trapped bomb. When his
foster sister, Maggie Barton hears
he has lost his sight, she rushes to
his side, only to receive a hostile
reception. Antagonistic remarks
protect them from revealing the
love that each holds for the other.

While trying to bring down the
man who set the bomb, Cord dis-
covers Maggie has become a figure
in this deadly game of chess. Des-
perado is available wherever
paperbacks are sold or through
www.mirabooks.com.

Will the power of Maggie and
Cord’s love triumph over unspeak-
able evil? Read this book to find
out.

***
Golf is so popular simply
because it is the best game in
the world at which to be bad.

—A.A. Milne
***

***
One of the nicest things about
gardening is that if you put it
off long enough it’s eventually
too late.

—Bill Vaughn
***

***
Good phrases are surely, and
ever were, very commendable.

—William Shakespeare,
Henry IV, Part 2

***




