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(NAPSA)—Each year termites
cause more damage to homes than
tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, and
fires combined—what’s worse,
most insurance does not cover ter-
mite damage. That’s why no issue
is more important to the survival
of a home than termite control. 

Improvements in professional
termite control products have
given homeowners more options
than ever for protecting their
homes from damage. Here are
four simple questions homeowners
can ask to ensure their pest con-
trol professional is using the best
termite product available.

1. “What type of termite
insecticide do you recommend?”

Most pest control professionals
offer one of two termite treat-
ments—bait/monitoring systems
and liquid treatments. These two
treatments work very differently,
and the level of termite control pro-
vided by each can vary significantly.

2. “How long will it take
for this treatment to start
working?”

One of the major differences
between liquid insecticides and
bait/monitoring systems is the
time it takes for each treatment to
begin working.

Before a pest control profes-
sional adds insecticide to a
bait/monitoring system, he first
must observe sufficient termite
activity within one of the “stations”
that are placed in the ground at
intervals around a home. It can
take months for termites to even
encounter these stations.

In contrast, some newer liquid
termite treatments work immedi-
ately. Applied around a home
using accepted, time-tested meth-
ods, these insecticides do away
with termites once they encounter
the treatment.

3. “Will this treatment con-
trol all of my termites?”

Bait/monitoring systems re-
quire termites to encounter a sta-
tion for control, but there is no
guarantee that termites will ever
come into contact with these sta-
tions during normal activity.

The effectiveness of liquid treat-
ments differs from one product to

the next. Older treatment types act
as a barrier, repelling termites as
they approach a home. However,
termites can be as small as the size
of a grain of rice and will find
breaks in the barrier, rendering
these treatments useless.

Termidor® termite insecticide is
the most effective of a group of
newer liquid treatments. Termidor
allows termites to forage in a
treated area, then unknowingly
pass the insecticide on to other
termites during normal activity.
This ensures that even termites
that don’t directly come into con-
tact with a treated area will still
be wiped out. It is the only treat-
ment using this unique “Transfer
Effect™” action, and is the only one
that consistently wipes out 100
percent of termites.

4. “How long will this treat-
ment take to completely get
rid of my termite problem?”

Bait/monitoring systems rely
on termites to find stations, so
they may take months to begin
working and years to achieve con-
trol. Liquid treatments work sig-
nificantly faster—in fact, Termi-
dor controls 100 percent of
termites in three months or less,
the only termite treatment to
boast such effectiveness and
speed.

Taking the next step
Armed with this knowledge,

homeowners should feel prepared
to discuss termite control options
with a pest control professional.
Ensuring a professional is using
the best product to control ter-
mites is the most effective way to
guarantee one’s home is protected
from such a threat.

Only Termidor-certified pest
control professionals have autho-
rization to purchase and use Ter-
midor. For a list of these profes-
sionals, homeowners can visit
www.TermidorHome.com.

What Every Homeowner Should Know 
About Termite Control

(NAPSA)—Tommy G. Thomp-
son, Secretary of Health and
Human Services, answers readers’
questions about Medicare.

Q. I have questions about my
Medicare coverage. Where can I
get information to answer my
questions?

A. To help you with your
Medicare questions, the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS), our federal agency that
runs the Medicare program, has
resources that can provide you
with fast, reliable and accurate
information right at your finger-
tips. Below are three important
resources to help you get the infor-
mation you need:

• 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227), 24 hours of personal
assistance in English or Span-
ish. This toll-free helpline is
available seven days a week to
help with your questions. When
you call, customer service repre-
sentatives are available to provide
assistance. The helpline also
allows you to do some things auto-
matically, like get important
phone numbers, order publica-
tions and get answers to fre-
quently asked questions. If you
use a teletypewriter (TTY), you
can call 1-877-486-2048.

• www.medicare.gov for up-
to-date, easy-to-access health-
care information. This website
allows you to get information and
answers to your questions about
your Medicare at any time. It
offers many tools to help you get
the information you need to make
healthcare decisions that are right
for you. One of these tools is the
“Medicare Personal Plan Finder.”
It lets you compare Medicare
health plans and Medigap policies
available in your area, out-of-
pocket costs, benefits and the
quality of health plan care. It
helps you find the plan that’s
right for you. This site also pro-
vides basic information about
Medicare, including what’s cov-
ered, how to enroll and answers to
common questions. You can search

for telephone numbers of other
organizations that can answer
your questions. Some information
on the site is available in Spanish
and Chinese. Information on the
site is updated regularly.

• Medicare & You hand-
book, important Medicare
information delivered to your
door. This handbook is mailed
each fall to all people with Medi-
care. It provides basic information
about the Medicare program,
including health plan information
for each state. In addition, the
handbook provides information on
Medicare rights and other avail-
able programs that may help pay
some healthcare costs. The Medi-
care & You handbook is available
in many different formats to meet
the needs of all people with Medi-
care. You can get a copy of the
handbook in English, Spanish,
audiotape (English and Spanish),
large print (English and Spanish)
and braille.

These and other information
resources are available to help you
understand as much about the
Medicare program as possible.
CMS and I want you to have all
the information you need to make
important healthcare decisions.

Getting Help With Your Medicare Questions

For people with Medicare
questions, there are several ways
to get answers.
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(NAPSA)—Medication errors
occur every day, both in the health
care setting and at home. Al-
though no medicine is entirely
risk-free, you can take precau-
tions to ensure your safety. A free
brochure, Think It Through: A
Guide to Managing the Benefits
and Risks of Medicines, is now
available to help consumers safely
use medications. This free brochure
is available on the Web at:
www.usp.org/thinkitthrough. For a
free copy of the Think it Through
brochure by mail, contact the Fed-
eral Citizen Information Center
(FCIC) by writing to FCIC, Depart-
ment 73, Pueblo, CO 81009; by call-
ing (888) 878-3256 and asking for
Department 73; or visiting
www.pueblo.gsa.gov/rc/usp.htm.
For more information about USP
(United States Pharmacopeia), visit
www.usp.org.

To help prospective pet “par-
ents” find their ideal match, the
American Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA), The Iams Company, and
leading shelters across the coun-
try have launched the “Lifelong
Friends” program to help increase
the number of successful lifelong
pet adoptions nationwide. The
“Lifelong Friends” program
encourages potential pet owners
to thoroughly consider their
potential pet’s needs, as well as
their own before pet adoption. For
more information on the “Lifelong
Friends” program visit www.
iamsco.com and to request a free
brochure, call (800) 863-4267.

Theodore Roosevelt was the first President to ride in an automo-
bile. He toured Hartford, Ct. in a Columbia Electra Victoria on August
22, 1902.

Tea did not arrive in Japan until the ninth century and did not
become popular until the twelfth century.

Besides being a monarch and ruler of the empire, Queen Victoria
was also the mother of nine children and filled 110 albums with family
photographs.

In 1995, residents at Okhura Village, Japan, built a snowman that
measured 96 ft., 7 in. in height.The project took ten days to complete.

***
Have the courage of your desire.

—George Gissing
***

***
Never mind your happiness; do
your duty.

—Will Durant
***

***
The world is advancing.
Advance with it.

—Giuseppi Mazzini
***




