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(NAPSA)—From gerbils to
geckos and everything in between,
exotic animals are becoming the
pet of choice for a growing number
of people.

However, there are several
issues to consider before adopting
an exotic pet.

• Is your pet legal? Start by
finding out if it is legal in your
area to have the kind of pet you
want. In some areas ferrets are
out. In others ferrets are in and
potbellied pigs are out. Laws
may be enacted locally that pro-
hibit certain pets. Look before
you leap.

• What will they eat? Will your
new pet need commercially pre-
pared food? How about live food,
such as insects? 

• Where will they live? Will
they have the run of the house? For
pets that need an enclosure, is
there enough space? What kind of
pet proofing will be necessary for
your home?

• Is the pet you desire child
compatible? Some pets are just a
bad match when it comes to living
with small children.

• Does the pet of your dreams
require company? Some exotic pets
get along just fine on their own,
while others will be much happier
with a companion of the same
species. Remember though, some
species may be too territorial to be
kept in the same enclosure. 

Do some research regarding
local veterinarians who may spe-
cialize in certain species. It’s a
good idea to have a veterinarian
lined up to care for your pet even
before you get it.

Many pet owners find that pay-
ing for veterinary medical bills
can be costly, due to the increased
number of treatments and proce-
dures now available. As a result,
using pet insurance to help cover
these costs has become increas-
ingly popular.

For example, one company
now offers a variety of pet insur-
ance plans for exotic pets in 43
states. 

To accommodate the needs of

pet owners with more exotic pets,
the company called Veterinary Pet
Insurance now offers the VPI
Avian & Exotic Pet Plan. 

The plan covers a wide range
of animals, including pet birds,
rabbits, rats, geckos, gerbils,
iguanas, hamsters, mice, hedge-
hogs, guinea pigs, amphibians,
small chameleons & lizards, chin-
chillas, opossums, sugar gliders,
snakes, turtles, tortoises, ferrets,
goats and potbellied pigs. 

Rates start as low as $7 per
month with an annual maximum
benefit of $7,000. For $99 per
year, optional routine care cover-
age is available for pet birds.

This same company has offered
insurance plans for dogs and cats
for 20 years. The plans offer
monthly rates as low as $10.25 for
dogs and $9.08 for cats. The plans
also feature a simplified reim-
bursement process. Annual bene-
fit maximum benefits range from
$9,000 to $14,000.

According to Dr. Jack Steph-
ens, founder and chief executive
officer of VPI, “Our goal is to elim-
inate economic euthanasia by
financially assisting pet owners so
that their beloved pets can receive
the best medical care, whether
they are snakes, mice, birds, dogs
or cats.”

To learn more, visit the Web
site at petinsurance.com or call
800-USA-PETS.

Pet Insurance That Covers Everything From Fido To Ferrets

A new insurance plan covers
exotic pets such as iguanas and
ferrets.

(NAPSA)—Instead of stuffing
photos of the family’s trick-or-
treaters and football stars into a
drawer this year, savvy moms and
dads are using their home comput-
ers to create digital photo albums,
making it easier than ever to orga-
nize and retrieve photos.

New software programs make
it simple to line up years of school
photos and do tons of creative pro-
jects—from making personalized
cards and invitations to creating
Halloween window decorations
with pictures of the family’s scari-
est ghouls.

Creating digital photo albums
is the latest evolution in a long
tradition of collecting and organiz-
ing personal mementos. This
hobby tracks back to the “common-
place books” that intellectuals of
the 1700s used to save quotes and
phrases. These were followed by
“friendship books” in the 1800s,
which young girls used as diaries
and journals, and later, with the
Industrial Revolution, the avail-
ability of die-cut scraps made it
easy to cut edges and frames for
photos and other memorabilia. 

Today’s digital imaging soft-
ware can be used to store and pre-
serve digital images or to enhance
existing photos. In fact, photos
taken with traditional film can be
digitized by a photofinisher and
saved onto a CD. With KODAK
Picture CD, customers can take
home not just an envelope of
prints, but a CD of photos that
they can open and archive on a
home computer. 

What’s so great about digital
photo albums? First, it’s easy to
enhance photos like a profes-
sional. Today’s software makes it
simple to correct red eye, adjust
contrast, reduce graininess as well
as crop photos. Users can make as
many copies as they like and
change text or other background
elements in the album.

Many digital imaging software
programs offer theme ideas for
scrapbooks and album pages as
well as templates for creating per-
sonalized greeting cards, stickers,
calendars and borders, all of
which can be e-mailed, printed
and shared just like traditional
scrapbooks.

The boundaries are limitless—
once they’ve mastered organizing
digital photos, many people begin
creating 3-D images and adding
animation, video and audio to
photo files. 

Using digital imaging software
also makes it easy to protect
belongings. Insurance companies
advise homeowners to catalog
their possessions as do lawyers
and estate planners. Inexpensive
programs, such as SAFE from Red
Queen Software, guide users
through creating a pictorial inven-
tory of all their possessions. 

Digital software is available in
varying levels of complexity and
there are several brands to choose
from. Many companies mark their
software programs with the
“KODAK Picture Friendly” logo so
that consumers can identify prod-
ucts that work well with digital
cameras, Picture CDs, inkjet
media and online services from
Kodak. Most products with this
mark are geared towards beginner
and intermediate computer users.

To learn more, you can check out
craft magazines and Web sites, stop
by local photofinishers and photo
stores or visit www.kodak.com.

Digital Enhancement Brings Your Photos To Life

How To’s for a Digital Photo Album:
• Pick a theme—Digital photo album 
themes can range from children‘s 
achievements, to weddings, to friendship 
journals, to hobbies, and personal 
journeys.
• If you‘re going to print your albums, 
invest in an affordable inkjet printer or 
use services from online photofinishers 
such as Ofoto.com or high quality graphics 
shops and office supply stores.  
• Think beyond albums—Explore 
software programs that allow you to create 
slide shows, make your own invitations 
and greeting cards or create animated 
pictures of friends and family. 
• Look for software and Web services that 
are designed for novices. Recommended 
titles include:  Ulead Photo Express My 
Scrapbook Edition and Biography 
Software‘s FamilyWrite.com.

(NAPSA)—Henry Ford’s much-
heralded victory in a 10-mile auto-
mobile race on a horse track in
Grosse Pointe, Mich., in 1901, was
the beginning of a century-long
involvement in the business of
motorsports for a company that
would soon bear his name.

Just in time for Ford Racing’s
100th anniversary celebration,
author Leo Levine’s comprehen-
sive historical look into the Ford
Motor Company’s involvement on
the global speed stage, Ford: The
Dust and the Glory, Volume 2
(1968-2000), has just been re-
leased by SAE Press.

Levine ’s book tells of great
Ford drivers—Mario Andretti, Bill
Elliot, John Force, Bob Glidden,
Dale Jarrett, Jackie Stewart and
Cale Yarborough—and great
events—Stewart’s three Formula
One championships in five years
and Elliot’s incredible NASCAR
Winston Cup record 11 super-
speedway victories in 1985—over
the past 33 years.

More importantly, the book also
describes how much the sport has
evolved over the years. The most
notable change, according to
Levine, is the ability to watch a
race without being at the track.

“The most important technical
invention, improvement, and
achievement in the history of
motorsports, is the television cam-
era,” he says.

“Up until 1979 or ’80…cable
television was only for sections of
the country, behind mountains,
where reception was bad. It was a
technical aid, it wasn’t a program-
ming aid. And then in about 1979
or ’80 we got ESPN and CNN and
the cable channels began to pro-

vide their own programming. And
then we got satellite transmission,
so you could do it all over the
country. And, all of a sudden, you
had all these providers and they
needed programming and racing
was cheap programming.

“Now, you can’t take television
out of the equation. Racing used
to be for racing’s sake. Now, it’s a
marketing tool.”

The Dust and the Glory, though
thorough in its profile of Ford rac-
ing history, is not written just for
race fans.

“This is written for the guy
who’s not necessarily interested in
auto racing, but would like to
know something about the sport,”
says Levine, who first wrote the
well-regarded Ford: The Dust and
the Glory, in 1968, covering Ford’s
involvement in racing from 1901
to 1967.

“For example, in the first book
I ’d never explain what a rally
was,” he says. “If you didn’t know

what a rally was…Well, now we
explain what a rally is. We ex-
plain what Formula One is, and
why it’s called Formula One.”

Levine put plenty of legwork
and research into The Dust and
the Glory, Volume 2, starting in
January 1999.

“I did a lot of driving, a lot of
talking, a lot of looking at the
sport today,” he says. “I would find
the old-timers in the place who
remembered me and the [first]
book, and they couldn’t have been
more helpful.”

The title of both books is a ref-
erence to part of a letter written
by Henry Ford’s wife, Clara, to
her brother following Henry’s vic-
tory in his first and only auto race
in October 1901. With that win,
Ford—who was “covered in glory
and dust,” according to Clara—
caught the attention of financial
backers who would ultimately
help him establish the Ford Motor
Company in 1903.

The car that Ford drove to vic-
tory a century ago, known as
“Sweepstakes,” will be one of the
automobiles featured at the Ford
Racing Centennial Festival in
Dearborn, Mich., on Oct. 13-14,
2001. Some of Ford ’s past Le-
Mans and Indianapolis 500 win-
ners, as well as past Trans-Am
champions will be there, along
with legendary drivers such as
Stewart, Glidden, Dan Gurney,
Parnelli Jones and Ned Jarrett,
the Wood Brothers and Cosworth
founders Mike Costin and Keith
Duckworth.

All to commemorate 100 years
of Ford racing—something Leo
Levine has done with two volumes
of Ford: The Dust and the Glory.

New Book Chronicles Behind-The-Scenes Look At Ford Racing History

Ford racing legend Jackie
Stewart.

When someone is said to be ‘mending the jug’ it means he or she
has been given an impossible task.

The melody of The Star Spangled Banner was originally known as
Anacreon In Heaven.




