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(NAPSA)—Four years ago,
bestselling author Mary Jane
Clark spoke at the Friends of the
New Jersey Library for the Blind
and Handicapped’s Fall Festival.
There, she met Ottilie Lucas, a
former rehabilitation teacher for
people with macular degeneration
and other disabilities who is visu-
ally impaired herself.
After the festival, “we contin-

ued our correspondence and one
thing led to another,” Lucas says
of Clark. “She decided to include a
character in her next book with
macular degeneration.”
And so was born Terri Dono-

van, introduced in the first book
in Clark’s Wedding Cake Myster-
ies series, 2011’s “To Have and to
Kill.”
“Mary Jane asked me to give

her ways to identify symptoms
that a person may be experiencing
macular degeneration,” Lucas
says. These include blurred vision
and difficulty discerning the
intensity of colors—symptoms
shared by Terri Donovan, who
runs a bakery and is the mother of
the protagonist of Clark’s series,
struggling actress Piper Donovan.
Lucas, who was born with

retinitis pigmentosa, became a
patron of the New Jersey State
Library Talking Book and Braille
Center (TBBC) in 1966. TBBC is
among more than 100 libraries
across the United States affiliated
with the National Library Service
for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped (NLS), part of the
Library of Congress.
NLS oversees a free reading

program for U.S. residents and
citizens living abroad who are
blind, have low vision, or cannot
hold a book because of a physical

disability. NLS patrons may
choose from tens of thousands of
books and dozens of magazines in
audio and braille—including mys-
teries such as Mary Jane Clark’s.
NLS also loans the portable play-
back equipment needed to read its
audiobooks. Patrons may access
books online through the NLS
Braille and Audio Reading Down-
load (BARD) service.
Lucas has been married 49

years and has been on more than
20 ocean cruises. “Ottilie is such an
inspiration,” Clark says. “She
helped me so much in the creation
of Terri Donovan—a mother who
faces macular degeneration head-
on, who doesn’t feel sorry for her-
self and is determined to adapt to
the challenges she faces. I wish I
were as brave as Terri and Ottilie!”
To learn more about how the

NLS program can help you, a
loved one or a friend, go online to
www.loc.gov/nls or call 1-888-
NLS-READ.

Visually Impaired Reader Inspires Author

The new mystery series by Mary
Jane Clark (above) features a
visually impaired character in-
spired by a real-life reader.

(NAPSA)—One of the most
important learning tools for
students is broadband Internet at
home. With it, students can tackle
almost any assignment. Beyond
benefits to education, the Internet
offers a world of opportunity to
the entire family, bringing quick
and easy access to an endless
variety of resources that make
health care, job searches, saving
money and staying in touch with
friends or family as simple as the
click of a mouse.
For instance, with the Internet

at home, you have the ability to:
•Search and Apply for Jobs

Online—Whether writing a ré-
sumé, learning interview skills,
networking or finding and
applying for a job, the Internet can
be crucial for the job search. Check
out sites such as CareerBuilder.
com, Indeed.com and Linked
In.com.
•Access Health Care

Information—With the Internet,
you can search for quality medical
care nearby, read reviews of
health care professionals, keep
track of your insurance coverage
and monitor your health progress
on sites such as http://health.
yahoo.net and WebMD.com.
•Find Educational Re-

sources—Not only is the Internet
a place to research and write
homework assignments, it also
offers students of any age the
opportunity to explore everything
from the GED test and colleges to
getting student aid and finding a
scholarship. Try CollegeSource.org,
InfoPlease.com and CK12.org.
•Explore Financial Literacy

and Support—Getting a credit

card, creating a budget, finding tax
help, retirement planning or
learning helpful tips on managing
money—the Internet, and sites
such as MyMoney.gov and
Mint.com, can help you get a better
understanding of it all.
•Stay Connected—E-mail is

a quick way to send and receive
messages. You can also choose to
get bills and bank statements
electronically, instead of through
the mail.
•Use Social Media—For

most, social media is a way for
family and friends to stay in
touch. It’s also a way to find new
recipes or learn parenting tips.
Popular sites include Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest and
Skype.
Unfortunately, not everyone

has broadband Internet service at
home. Many low-income families
struggle to afford it, while others
simply don’t understand the
benefits the Internet can provide.
In fact, in many low-income
neighborhoods, broadband adop-

tion rates are only around 15 to 20
percent, while in upper income
communities, broadband pene-
tration rates are as high as 90
percent. With 30 percent of the
U.S. still without broadband
Internet service at home, far too
many continue to miss out on all
the terrific resources the Internet
can deliver.
To help bridge this digital

divide in America, programs such
as Comcast’s Internet Essentials
have been developed. Offering
families with at least one child
eligible for the National School
Lunch Program in-home Internet
for less than $10 a month;
computers for less than $150; and
free digital literacy training
online, in print or in person, it’s
the largest and most compre-
hensive broadband adoption
program in the country.
In less than two years, Internet

Essentials has connected 220,000
families—approximately 900,000
low-income Americans—to the
power of the Internet. Speeds for
customers are now up to 5 Mbps
downstream and up to 1 Mbps
upstream. The enrollment process
has also been streamlined with
instant approval eligibility
available to more schools.
To take advantage of this

program, call (855) 846-8376 or
visit www.InternetEssentials.com
or www.InternetBasico.com.
Additional resources, Internet

safety information, how-to web-
sites and instructional videos on
how the Internet can benefit
students and families can be
found at http://learning.internet
essentials.com.

TheWorldWideWeb of Opportunity

Millions of families are eligible
for low-cost Internet access and
computers.

(NAPSA)—You can significantly
reduce the time spent maintaining
your property by employing modern
mower technology.
Compared to older tractor-style

mowers, modern mid-mount zero-
turn riding mowers cut much
faster, with enhanced maneuver-
ability. This lets them be much
more productive and versatile, as
the “turn on a dime” handling
means operators can trim closer to
landscape features and deftly nav-
igate around flowerbeds.
Instead of the traditional gear-

box, a zero-turn rider uses a sys-
tem of hydraulic pumps and wheel
motors to drive the mower forward
and backward at variable speeds of
up to 10 miles per hour. The zero-
turning radius is achieved with
independent hydro motors on each
drive wheel, which allow one wheel
to run forward simultaneously as
the other runs in reverse. When
combined with freely rotating
caster wheels ahead of the cutting
deck, the system allows for a zero-
turning radius and a heightened
level of control.
“For many folks, time is almost

more valuable than money,” said
Daryn Walters of Exmark Mfg.
“The switch from a tractor-style
mower to a mid-mount zero-turn
riding mower dramatically re-
duces the time it takes to care for
the yard. Not only do users have
more time to do what they love,
the unmatched cut quality deliv-
ers a professionally maintained
appearance.”
Walters noted that zero-turn

riders are the dominant mower
type for professional landscape

contractors and the virtues for
which contractors choose the
mowers are similar to those home-
owners want.
In short, he said it’s about

doing more in less time.
“Their business is built on

delivering a great cut quality, but
to be profitable they need to do it
as quickly as possible. This is
where a mid-mount zero-turn
rider shines.”
There are a number of consid-

erations that factor into the ulti-
mate value of the mower. Mower
options including higher-horse-
power engines, wider cutting
decks and accessory bagging sys-
tems are available.
Bigger isn’t always better, how-

ever, and it makes sense to choose
an appropriate zero-turn mower
for the property. When selecting a
mid-mount zero-turn riding
mower, consider overall size, land-
scaping and budget.
More guidelines on selecting

the right mower for a property can
be found at www.exmark.com/
NotSureWhatToBuy.aspx.

ModernTechnology SimplifiesYard Maintenance

The latest in mower technology
can help the grass be greener on
your side of the fence without
your having to spend a lot of
time.

(NAPSA)—Many believe that
one of the benefits of using the
Internet is the opportunity for
what’s known as social learning—
a chance to discover videos, books,
blogs and other media assembled
by category experts. A few sites
present valuable information,
whether you’re going back to
school or simply want to keep
your mind active.
For example, Learnist is a new

social platform focused on peer-to-
peer learning. It’s designed to help
anyone, anywhere, discover fresh
ideas, collaborate and share valu-
able insights with like-minded
individuals. It achieves this by
offering a series of lessons on a
particular topic that can enhance
the user’s learning process.

What You Can Learn
Users have added close to

500,000 posts to Learnist, which
has yielded a million page views
each month. Education, technol-
ogy, food and beverage, and health
and fitness are leading categories
of interest, but users can also
learn about science, business, art
and design, travel, music, crafts,
sports, games, politics, homemak-
ing and much more.
Many of those who use the site

are teachers who have benefited
from applying the material taken
from Learnist in their classrooms,
given that 100 percent of the new
U.S. Common Core national cur-
riculum for grades 7–12 is avail-
able on the platform. It also pro-
vides an opportunity for students
to expand their knowledge of cer-
tain subject matter, or get a little
extra tutoring outside of the
classroom.
However, while the benefits

for educators are evident, you
don’t have to be in academia to
appreciate the site. Learnist is a

customized learning experience
that can accommodate both the
casual user and the serious
learner who wants to know more
about anything.

How It Works
Anyone, regardless of income,

education or geography, can learn
a new skill or talent and share
what he or she knows by creating
“Learnist Learnboards” from the
best blogs, videos, audio, Twitter
feeds, slide shows and other Web
resources.
The platform allows users to

simply click on the title of the
“learning,” which takes users
directly to the original Web page
and allows them to leave com-
ments, ask questions and share
the things that interest them.
The platform is also available

on the iPhone, iPad and Android.
The platform allows users to easily
browse the site and add content.

Learning Is The Point
Learnist is designed to enhance

a visitor’s learning experience by
providing instantaneous access to
a rich social network that makes
use of a variety of resources and
media.

Learn More
To learn more, visit http://

learni.st/category/featured.

Social Networks Can Make Learning Meaningful

There’s a social learning site that
makes it easy to share what you
know and learn from others.

Human jaw muscles can gener-
ate a force of 200 pounds on the
molars.

An aqueduct is a bridge which is
designed to carry water. The
Pont du Gard, for example, was
built by the Romans nearly two
thousand years ago.

Despite its hump, a camel has a
straight spine.




