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(NAPSA)—If it weren’t for
Frankie, Army Sergeant Allen Hill
would have a harder time getting
out of bed in the morning. Frankie
is a caregiver of a different sort—
one with four legs.
“With Frankie by his side, Allen

has started participating in his life
again,” said Hill’s wife, Gina.
“Frankie is a yellow lab, and she
has become his best friend.”
People often ask how they can

support wounded warriors and are
unsure how to get started. The U.S.
Army Wounded Warrior Program
(AW2) recently launched the AW2
Community Support Network to
connect local organizations with
severely wounded, ill and injured
soldiers and veterans living in their
hometowns, veterans like Hill.
Hill received Frankie from Pup-

pies Behind Bars, a member of the
AW2 Community Support Network.
“The support community or gan -

izations provide AW2 soldiers, veter-
ans and their families is priceless,”
said AW2 director Colonel Jim Rice.
“The services they offer go above
and beyond the government bene-
fits—they help wounded warriors
rebuild confidence through outdoor
activities, offer employment oppor-
tunities, and build and modify
houses to meet physical limitations.”
Local support is the core of the

AW2 program, which has more than
120 AW2 Advocates across the coun-
try providing personalized support
to severely wounded soldiers, veter-
ans and their families for as long as
it takes. This support includes con-
necting soldiers and families with
full benefits, recreation activities or
assistance in continuing to serve in
the Army. The AW2 Community
Support Network helps local organi-
zations connect with individual
AW2 soldiers and veterans who
need their support. 

“The service dogs are placed
with veterans who are struggling
with invisible wounds,” said Gina
Hill. “These dogs are specifically
trained to help them manage
their PTSD (post-traumatic
stress disorder) and TBI (trau-
matic brain injury) related symp-
toms. The bond these two have is
unbelievable and was almost
immediate. She is able to help
him through flashbacks, night-
mares and many other difficult
situations.”
More than 70 percent of AW2

wounded warriors have medically
retired and are transitioning to
civilian life. As they move forward
with their new goals, the support
of their neighbors and communi-
ties can make all the difference in
their long-term success.
For more information on the

Army Wounded Warrior Program
and the AW2 Community Support
Network, please visit www.AW2.
army.mil. Organizations inter-
ested in joining the AW2 Commu-
nity Support Network can call
toll-free (800) 237-1336 or e-mail
AW2CommunitySupportNetwork
@ conus. army.mil. 

New Avenue To Support Wounded Warriors

America’s wounded warriors
have a resource that can help
them transition to civilian life.
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Talking Taxes
(NAPSA)—Tax time won’t be

half as taxing if you organize your
paperwork throughout the year.
Even if you hire someone to do your
taxes, having your papers in order
can help speed the process. Here
are just a few of the types of papers
that may affect your tax return:
•Bills, mortgage payment
records and other paperwork
to support deductions
•Credit card and other receipts
•Invoices
• Mileage records
•Checks
•Previous year’s tax return
(possibly more).

Dome Simplified Bookkeeping
Records are a helpful way for small
businesses to keep cash records
and jot down income and expenses.
Keep papers in a central place.

Dome Tax Deductions File is an
easy-to-use record of all personal
tax-deductible expenses. This file
can simplify the filing of federal
and state tax returns and it has
pockets for storing important
papers.
If you haven’t been keeping tax

papers in one place, now is a good
time to start. To learn more, visit
an office supply store or go to
www.domeproducts.com.

Organizing tax papers is half the
battle. Start now to keep things
simple come tax time.

(NAPSA)—The King of Pop’s
untimely passing dominated
searches on Yahoo! in 2009. 
Millions of people visit the

Internet portal every year, and
the company analyzes the aggre-
gate data to release an annual
review of top searches and trends.
In a year distinguished by a his-
toric presidency, a teetering econ-
omy and shocking exits, the
Yahoo! Year in Review distilled
eight themes that defined 2009. 
News of Jackson’s sudden

death—just weeks before his come-
back tour “This Is It”—brought
unprecedented Web traffic to the
site’s homepage. Within a matter of
hours, searches about the singer’s
emergency ambulance trip to
UCLA Medical Center quickly
transitioned to questions, includ-
ing “Is Michael Jackson dead?”
“This was the same day that

[television actress] Farrah Fawcett
died,” explained Vera Chan, senior
editor and Web trend analyst for
Yahoo!. “People were still digesting
that when the reports came that
Michael Jackson was in the hospi-
tal. Even in our real-time world,
people barely had time to register
the news before the announcement
came that he was dead.” 
Yahoo!’s Top 10 list had been

dominated by Britney Spears for
the past four years, but she
dropped from her No. 1 position to
No. 4, behind the book and film
series “Twilight,” World Wrestling
Entertainment and rising actress
Megan Fox. In addition to the Top
10, the Yahoo! Year in Review also
looked at the most-searched
deaths, people who rose to sudden
fame in 2009 and market success
stories. Among the findings:
• Farewells: Deaths of well-

known personalities often trigger
searches into the circumstances of
their passing, kin, upcoming

memorials and biographies.
Notably, celebrities David Carra-
dine, Farrah Fawcett and Patrick
Swayze represented successive
pop culture decades. 
• Sudden Fame: As informa-

tion travels at hyperspeed, the cir-
cuit of fame, fortune, downfall and
redemption can be traversed in
days. Among those who shot to
global attention: Octuplet mother
Nadya Suleman, reality-TV singer
Susan Boyle and South Carolina
Gov. Mark Sanford. 
• No. 44: In 2008, Barack

Obama made the Top 10 list. His
numbers slipped, but Obama
remained the most-searched
politician and, given the historic
nature of his presidency, com-
manded his own category. “What-
ever your political affiliation,
Obama indisputably established
many firsts and made a signifi-
cant global impact in his first year
in office,” said Chan. 
As for what to make of the

president’s fall from the Top 10
list, Chan cautioned against see-
ing searches as a sign of popular-
ity. “People go to the Web to get
more information. They’re curi-
ous, they’re upset, they’re cele-
brating—the only thing a search
shows is that they’re motivated.”
Furthermore, not only was Obama
headline news nearly every day,
she said, but people also moved on
from the “man to the agenda, from
the campaign to the issues.” 
The Yahoo! Year in Review,

which launched December 1, will
continue to post blogs looking at
other Top 10 lists (such as politi-
cians and athletes), as well as the
story behind the biggest searches
of 2009. To find out more about
the Yahoo! 2009 Year In Review,
go to http://yearinreview.yahoo.
com or search for “2009 Year in
Review” on yahoo.com.

Michael Jackson Tops Internet 
Giant’s Searches For 2009

(NAPSA)—According to the
U.S. Census Bureau, over 50 mil-
lion Americans are currently over
60, and by 2030, nearly one in five
U.S. residents are expected to be
65 or older.
If you are one of the many

Americans looking forward to
retirement, you may be contem-
plating a place to spend the years
ahead. Recently, Forbes magazine
ranked Dallas, Texas, as one of
the most desirable areas to retire.
The climate is pleasant, the taxes
are low and the population is
friendly. These may be among the
many reasons prospective retirees
are looking into Robson Ranch, a
community just south of historic
Denton in the Dallas/Fort Worth
area. 

The Best of the Best 
Robson Ranch was named one

of the top 100 Best Master
Planned Communities in the
country by Where to Retire maga-
zine. It offers manicured greens,
sparkling lakes, innovative home
designs and world-class amenities
to provide active adults a luxuri-
ous yet affordable resort lifestyle. 
These amenities include:
• Championship golf at the

Wildhorse Golf Club, designed by
golf architect Gary Stephenson
• Robson Ranch Grill & Lounge
• Indoor and outdoor pools
• Tennis complex
• Fitness center and salon
• Clubhouse with ballroom and

auditorium
• Social organizations and

activities of all sorts, whether you
enjoy bike rides, books, cards or
choral singing.

Sample the Lifestyle 
It’s generally a good idea to

visit a community to help you
decide to relocate. Robson offers
an inexpensive guest program that
allows potential residents to sam-
ple the lifestyle. Before you go,
make a list of what you want and
don’t want in an active adult com-
munity. For instance, do you want
an active lifestyle, multiple ameni-
ties, a new and growing commu-
nity or a well-established one? 
When you get there, check out

available services, the helpfulness
and friendliness of the staff,
transportation, and costs and
financing. Consider whether the
community appears to be well
maintained, clean and safe.
Review the design and features of
the homes. Finally, ask yourself,
could I be happy and comfortable
in a place like this?

Learn More
To learn more about Robson

Ranch, Texas,  call (888) 988-3927 or
visit www.robson.com/texas.

Active Living Is The New Retirement

Today’s—and tomorrow’s—active
adults are likely to look for an
adult community that offers many
exciting amenities and interest-
ing activities. 

(NAPSA)—Feeling pressed for
time and cash this holiday season?
You’re not alone. However, many
families are finding that profes-
sional portraits can be the inspira-
tion for homemade holiday keep-
sakes for families and friends,
without extra work or expense.
Most of us may think we’re too

busy to make a meaningful gift for
someone. However, a collage that
features a family portrait is high
on creativity and usefulness and
low on time commitment. Plus,
portraits from a single studio visit
can yield a number of thoughtful
presents for everyone from
extended family to close friends
(and preserve precious time for
the gift giver). 
Some portrait gift ideas to con-

sider include:
• 2010 portrait calendar: Help

family and friends ring in the new
year with a keepsake calendar gift
with portrait shots of your family. 
• Annual or seasonal portrait

collage: Start a new tradition by
capturing as many as three por-
trait poses of your family in a col-
lage. Frame this year’s gift and
then send updated collages every
year, or even each season for close
family members. 
In addition, portrait CDs are a

great solution for families who
want a variety of high-resolution,
special portraits to conveniently
use as they wish to create holiday
keepsakes for loved ones. A por-
trait CD can contain an entire
portrait session or just family

favorites and is available to take
home immediately after a session. 
“Moms are choosing studios

like PictureMe Portrait Studios®,
which are located in Walmart
stores, because of their convenient
location,” said Shawna Conrad,
PictureMe Portrait Studios® mar-
keting director. “Savvy shoppers
can multitask by scheduling a por-
trait session to coincide with a
holiday shopping visit to the
store.”
To beat the holiday crowds,

Conrad suggests booking your
appointment now to ensure your
preferred time slot. Mornings or
early afternoons Monday through
Thursday are the least crowded.
Before a session, prepare a list of
everyone you plan to give portrait
gifts so the photographer can cre-
ate beautiful shots for everyone.
For tips for a low-stress por-

trait visit and more gift ideas,
visit www.pictureme.com.

On a Budget?
Ideas for Sentimental Holiday Gifts

A collage that features a family
portrait is a gift high on creativity
and low on time commitment.

***
Adversity has the effect of elic-
iting talents which, in prosper-
ous circumstances, would have
lain dormant.

—Horace 
***

***
If living conditions don’t stop
improving in this country, we’re
going to run out of humble
beginnings for our great men.

—Russell P. Askue
***

***
Progress imposes not only new
possibilities for the future but
new restrictions.

—Norbert Wiener
***

***
When prosperity comes, do not
use all of it.

—Confucius
***




