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(NAPSA)—Finding family fun
without losing control of your bud-
get may be more like child’s play
when you discover an innovative
way to play video games.

The Trend
Video games have never been

more popular. According to NPD
Group market research, more
than 126 million gaming consoles
were sold in 2008. With video
games from the top six consoles
costing an average of $60 each,
parents may wonder if the price is
out of balance with their budgets,
especially when all too often the
game gets played for a few weeks
before being relegated to the shelf
where it just gathers dust.

A Solution
As a result, more and more

kids and their parents are moving
their game play from the living
room to the PC, where what most
consider consumer-friendly pric-
ing and an almost endless variety
of games make the Web a gold-
mine of affordable fun. Several
online game sites are taking steps
to address the issue of cost as well
as the desire for variety. One such
game site offers kids and parents
the ability to rent any of the
nearly 1,000 new online and
downloadable games in its catalog
using a virtual currency called
WildCoins.
These can be purchased as a $5

gift card at Rite Aid or directly

from the Web site. They’re like
virtual quarters in an online
arcade. You can use them to try
out any game. If you like it, you
can either continue to “rent” the
game or purchase it for a few dol-
lars, less the amount of money
already spent on renting it. 
This kind of pricing and game-

play flexibility is giving the online
gaming sites a leg up on their liv-
ing room–console competition from
XBOX, Wii and PlayStation.
According to comScore, a Web traf-
fic measurement firm, online gam-
ing has increased 27 percent since
2008, and minutes played have
increased by nearly 50 percent in
that same period. In fact, online
games are growing 10 times faster
than the total Internet population.

More Information
You can learn more at the site

www.wildgames.com.

Getting Games Online

Online game-rental services can
provide more fun for less money.

(NAPSA)—Making smart deci-
sions can have a big impact on
your heating bills.
That’s a good thing, since,

according to the Department of
Energy, homeowners can expect to
spend an average of $1,442 on
heating bills this year, and with
the turbulent economy and rising
energy costs, most people are
closely watching their dollars
these days. Here are two low-cost
tips to help you take the chill out
of your house—and a bite out of
your heating bills:

1. Use a programmable
thermostat. With a programma-
ble thermostat, you can set the
temperature higher for when you
are home and awake, and lower at
night when you are sleeping or for
when you are away. “Setting and
forgetting” will allow the thermo-
stat to do the work for you, and
allow you to reduce heating costs
when you don’t need the heat
operating at full blast. 
In fact,  according to the

Alliance to Save Energy organi-
zation, lowering your thermostat
by just one degree can save you 4
percent in heating costs. Based
on this information, i f  every
household in the U.S. turned
their thermostat down two
degrees, they could save up to 8
percent on heating costs—
depending on the type of heating
and where they live. Nationally,

savings could total more than
$11.1 billion a year.

2. Purchase a portable
heater. With portable heaters,
you can turn down your central
heating and save hundreds of dol-
lars in heating bills annually. Just
turn on a portable heater in the
room you’re in. 
To quickly and easily view how

much you could save on heating
costs if you turn your thermostat
down and turn a portable heater on,
use the free, interactive “savings
calculator” at www.honeywellheat
savings.com. The site also provides
a guide for how to buy a portable
heater, safety tips and additional
energy-saving information.

With a couple of easy steps, you
can help to keep your house
warm and comfortable while tak-
ing control of your heating costs. 

Get The Most From
Shopping Online

(NAPSA)—As schedules get
busier, U.S. consumers are looking
for simple ways to save time and
money, and shopping online is a
great way to do both. In fact,
according to Iconocast.com, over
the next five years, the number of
U.S. online shoppers will double to
132 million. Here are a few tips for
making the most of your online
shopping experience:

• Sign up for e-mail alerts:
These e-mails from retailers often
contain special offers and discounts
that you can use online, or print
and use during your next visit. 
• Log on before you stop in.

Stores with Web sites often offer
exclusive discounts that can make
stocking up online a real bargain. 
For example, customers who

visit CVS.com and click on the
new “Savings Central” tab will
find a variety of resources for sav-
ing money, including news about
prescription deals, printable
coupons, online promotions and a
full copy of their local weekly
sales circular.
• Buy more to save more:

Many retail Web sites offer free
shipping when you meet mini-
mum purchase requirements.
By sticking to these strategies,

you will get more bang for your
bucks on the Web.

Shopping online allows con-
sumers to research sales, deals
and products before buying.

(NAPSA)—According to a
recent omnibus survey, most busy
Americans take less than one or
two hours out of a typical day to
treat themselves to something
special. Yet even in uncertain eco-
nomic times, you need to treat
yourself from time to time. Fortu-
nately, it doesn’t have to be diffi-
cult. For example:

• When you travel, take
advantage of your hotel’s
concierge. He or she can recom-
mend free or inexpensive festivals
or other places to visit, restau-
rants and so on that can’t be
found in a guidebook. By saving
on travel expenses, you can truly
treat yourself with a visit to the
spa. 

• Before you shop, take a
tour through your pantry
and your refrigerator. That
way you won’t  buy what ’s
already hiding in your kitchen.
Then, make your shopping list.
According to Supermarket Guru
Phil Lempert, entering the store
prepared can save you up to 40
percent. With these savings you
can treat  yoursel f  to  a  date
night at the movies. 

• Have an authentic home-
style lunch. You can enjoy hot,
delicious meals such as Classic
Stroganoff, Creamy Parmesan
Chicken, Garlic Herb Chicken,
Meatball Lasagna, Sweet Sesame
Beef and Traditional Stuffing &
Turkey every day, straight from

your desk at work. New Marie Cal-
lender’s Home-Style Creations cap-
ture the special homemade flavors
that Marie Callender’s is famous
for in convenient, microwavable
meals that store easily in a pantry
or desk—with no refrigeration or
freezing required. The meals have
a suggested retail price of just
$3.49 and are found in the pasta or
soup aisle at grocery stores
 nationwide. 

• Enjoy your favorite pro-
duce in any season by buy-
ing frozen or canned alterna-
tives that are picked at the height
of flavor and can cost up to 50 per-
cent less than their out-of-season,
imported counterparts. 
By following these simple tips,

you can treat yourself to a little
something special every day, while
still saving money for a big treat
every once in a while.

Treat Yourself And Still Save 

A hot, home-style meal at work
can brighten your day without
lightening your wallet. 

(NAPSA)—Pneumonia is an
infection of the lungs. The dis-
ease can range from mild to
severe, and in some cases may be
fatal. Pneumonia can be spread
in numerous ways, the most
common being airborne droplets
from a cough or sneeze,  say
experts at Pfizer. For more infor-
mation on pneumonia, talk with
your health care provider or visit
www.cdc.gov. 

**  **  **
There are simple cell phones

that are designed specifically for
active seniors. Consumer Cellu-
lar’s new large-button, easy-to-
use PhoneEasy cell phones are
designed and manufactured by
Doro, a company specializing in
innovative and user-friendly con-
sumer electronics for seniors.

**  **  **
Painting a room with the lat-

est color scheme can be a great
way to give your home a fresh
new look. The most fashionable
colors from Behr Paints, which
are sold exclusively at The Home
Depot, focus on four looks: Farm
House Craft,  Dark Glamour,
Artisan Voyage and Soft Struc-
ture. For more information, visit
www.behr.com.

**  **  **
Holiday hosts can visit

www.bacardi.com for a recipe for
rum and nut cake with a sweet,
sugary glaze that includes BAC-
ARDI® Gold Rum. The spirit has a
mellow and smooth taste with
impressions of vanilla, walnuts,
spices and tropical fruits.

**  **  **
During the holidays, the his-

toric sites, villages, inns and
malls in Valley Forge and Mont-
gomery County dress up in their
seasonal best. Tours and open
houses offer a nostalgic look back
at holidays past. For more infor-
mation, visit www.valleyforge.org.

**  **  **
You’ll need commercial auto

coverage, say the experts at Pro-
gressive, if the vehicle is owned
by a corporation, partnership or
driven by employees, or if it’s used
to haul tools or equipment weigh-
ing more than 500 pounds or
make deliveries. Learn more at
www.progressivecommercial.com.

**  **  **
Green cleaning begins with

basic cleaning techniques that
prevent the use of toxic cleaning
products, say experts at The Insti-
tute of Inspection, Cleaning and
Restoration Certification (IICRC).
To find an IICRC-Certified Firm,
call (800) 835-4624 or visit
www.CertifiedCleaners.org.

***
If you can’t make it better, you
can laugh at it. 

—Erma Bombeck 
***

***
It goes without saying that you
should never have more chil-
dren than you have car win-
dows. 

—Erma Bombeck 
***

***
It is not until you become a
mother that your judgment
slowly turns to compassion and
understanding. 

—Erma Bombeck 
***
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