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(NAPSA)—Remember when
father and son bonding meant play-
ing catch, shooting hoops and fish-
ing? In today’s digital world there’s
a new addition to traditional
father/son activities—playing video
games. Dads who grew up playing
classic videogames from the ‘80s
are passing their love of gaming
onto their offspring, resulting in
shared fun and the opportunity for
fathers to be positive role models.
Defined as fathers who regularly

play videogames, Gamer Dads are
a growing group who comprise
approximately one-quarter of total
dads. Data compiled from Porter
Novelli’s 2007 Styles survey sug-
gest that children of Gamer Dads
enjoy many of the same activities
as their dads, including playing
video games, computer games and
going out to or renting movies.
In contrast to the “couch potato”

stereotype, Gamer Dads are role
models for physical activity and
technical knowledge. On days when
they exercise or do physical activity,
Gamer Dads spend more total min-
utes on these activities than Non-
Gamer Dads (70.3 minutes per day
for Gamer Dads vs. 46.6 minutes
per day for Non-Gamer Dads) and
82 percent of kids of Gamer Dads
say they “really enjoy” playing
sports or other physical activities.
Gamer Dads are considered to be

more knowledgeable about the lat-
est technology products that their
children are using. Over 30 percent
of Gamer Dads said that people reg-
ularly ask for their advice on new
technology products versus 16 per-
cent of Non-Gamer Dads.
Playing video games is a year-

round source of potential father/son
bonding time, and Sony Computer
Entertainment America has a vari-
ety of games and products that
allow Gamer Dads and their sons

to connect and carry on the family
gaming tradition including:
• God of War PSP Entertain-

ment Pack—A blockbuster fran-
chise, this limited-edition bundle
includes a “Deep Red” Kratos PSP;
the acclaimed God of War: Chains of
Olympus game; the hit movie from
Columbia Pictures, “Superbad”; and
a PlayStation Network voucher for
Syphon Filter: Combat Ops.
• Hot Shots Golf: Open Tee 2

(PSP)—Fathers and sons can tee
off with this stellar portable golf
experience featuring beautiful new
courses and wacky characters. 
• Secret Agent Clank (PSP)

—With a cool secret agent theme
and a slew of gameplay modes,
Secret Agent Clank is the perfect
pick up and play game for
father/son road trips. 
• Gran Turismo 5 Prologue

(PS3)—Fathers and sons can race
to the finish with this newest ver-
sion of the popular driving game.
The exceptional graphics and real-
istic design will put Gamer Dads
and their kids on the fast track to
fun.

Video Games Bridge Generation Gap Between Fathers/Sons

Gaming consoles such as the
PLAYSTATION 3 are bridging the
gap between fathers and their sons.

(NAPSA)—If you play games
over the Internet, you have lots of
company. Michelle Kaplan, for one.
Like many women, Kaplan plays
games on her home computer to
relax after a long day. But some-
how, the typical games she found
online just didn’t seem right to her.
Most of them pitted players
against each other to win points,
status or prizes. 
“It seemed to me that the games

I played were better suited for
young men that like to slay mon-
sters or make touchdowns,” she
says. “But I’m just not like that. I
socialize with my friends by help-
ing them, not competing with
them. The last thing I needed was
more stress in my life.”
So she got the idea to build a

different kind of game—one
where people cooperate, rather
than compete, to help each other
win. Working with her husband, a
computer engineer, she came up
with a new type of game where
people can win prizes faster if
they work together. The result
was Winster.com—where, as it
says on the Web site, “friends
help friends win free prizes.”
“I wanted games that people

would play WITH each other
rather than AGAINST each other
to encourage cooperation instead
of competition. Then I realized
players could help each other win
prizes. That’s when it all came
together.”
More Like A Coffee Klatch
“Winster is more like a coffee

klatch than a game site,” she
explains. “People make new friends
quickly and easily because they
aren’t trying to beat each other.
Helping out other people is much
more fun than you might think.”
Kathleen Valentino, a regular

Winster member, says, “Due to
health reasons, I am housebound,
which can be very isolating. Since I
started playing Winster, I have
found a network of friends to

socialize and play fun games with.”
To date, the husband-and-

w i f e  t eam has  c r ea t ed  10
games to choose from. To play
on Winster.com, you pick a prize
such as movie tickets, pizza
coupons and chocolates, then solve
puzzles until you earn enough
points to collect your winnings.
The trick is that players can help
each other solve their puzzles.
A Hobby Turns Into A Business
What started as a home project

in their garage quickly grew into a
real business. Her husband Jerry
now manages a team of Silicon
Valley engineers building Winster
games. “Who knew this would be
such a big deal?” he says. “We’ve
had hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple play games at Winster.com,
spending many hours each day
making friends, winning prizes
and just plain having fun.”
Valentino concludes, “It has

been very difficult for me to stay
connected with my friends outside
my home. Now, I play Winster
with old friends and continue to
meet new friends as well. I finally
feel like I have my social life
back.”
To learn more, visit

www.winster.com.

Housewife Invents New Internet Game

Sometimes, mothers make the
best inventions. One housewife
came up with Winster.com, an
Internet game where people
cooperate, rather than compete.

(NAPSA)—Even if gas prices
are high, experts say domestic
travel is generally more affordable
than going abroad. And a road trip
is one of the best ways to see and
learn about places in your own
backyard while spending quality
times with your loved ones.
In fact, Lonely Planet guide-

books picked the United States as
its top travel destination for 2008.
According to TripAdvisor, 41 per-
cent of Americans will stay within
our borders due to unfavorable
exchange rates. Whether it’s
across the country or a few miles
down the road, there are things
you can take with you to help
make the trip one of your most
memorable—and, in some cases,
affordable—vacations ever. 
• Finding Your Way: GPS

systems can help keep you on
track—and taking the most direct
route to your destination will help
you save fuel. Target carries an
exclusive Garmin unit that pro-
vides preloaded maps of the U.S.,
along with text-by-speech, for
under $350. 
• Keeping Them Occupied:

Cutting down on the “Are we there
yet?” factor is a huge part of an
enjoyable road trip. After you’ve
exhausted the “license plate
game,” look no further than mod-
ern technology. A fully charged
Nintendo DS or portable DVD
player can be enough to soothe
adolescents in the backseat. For a
few more dollars, you can pick up
a splitter that allows a couple of
pairs of headphones to connect to
either of the devices, keeping the
noise level down so you can con-

centrate on the road. Memorex
even makes a DVD model that has
a swiveling screen, ensuring the
best viewing for all passengers.
• Staying Connected: Satel-

lite radio has become extremely
popular for those who don’t like
scanning radio stations as they
fade out from city to city. In addi-
tion to the vast assortment of
music it offers, satellite radio helps
you keep up-to-date with news,
traffic and your favorite sports
team. There are two companies in
the market: XM and Sirius. Both
offer the same general types of pro-
gramming and the receivers are
relatively affordable. You can get a
base XM unit from Audiovox for
less than $50, plus the monthly
subscription fee for the service. 
• Saving Gas: You can cut

down on driving by consolidating
your vacation-planning errands.
Visit places such as Target—
instead of three or four stores—
when you stock up for your trip.
You can get all the necessary gad-
gets and items such as snacks and
camping equipment, all in one
place.

Getting In Gear For A Family Road Trip

Getting out on the road can be a
great way to vacation—and the
right gear might make it even
better. 

(NAPSA)—The No.1 prescribed
retinoid for the treatment of acne,
tretinoin, has proven to be highly
effective for over 30 years, and
delivery systems, such as the
Retin-A Micro Pump, have been
designed to make treatment eas-
ier to use.

**  **  **
Lifetime Products has intro-

duced a Fold-Up Utility Trailer
that compacts to only 29 inches
wide in less than 90 seconds. For
more information on how to make
the most of your storage space,
visit Lifetime.com.

**  **  **
All-Bran Strawberry Medley

provides at least 40 percent of
people’s daily fiber needs—more
than three times more fiber than
the leading supplement. Plus,
the cereal features crunchy bran
flakes and squares with granola
clusters and real strawberries
for a delicious taste.  Visit
www.kelloggcompany.com.

**  **  **
Good news for parents when

kids arrive home hungry, thirsty
and looking for munchies. Now,
thanks to these easy, kid-friendly
creations, moms can have some-
thing at the ready when kids head
for the kitchen. Recipes include
Munchable Mini-Burgers with
Flavorful Fruit Dips, Fruity
Frozen Fudge Pops, and French
Toast Fingers with Fruity and
Veggie Dips. For these and more

recipes, visit www.mealtime.org.
**  **  **

Here’s some fun news that will
encourage fundraisers in your
neighborhood: If you have a party
idea that will benefit a cause, a
family or an individual in need,
you could win $1,500 in a fun con-
test. For contest deadlines and
entry information, visit www.
 farmrichfun.com to learn more. 

**  **  **
Microsoft Office Accounting

2008 (http://www.ideawins.com)
helps small businesses keep on
top of their invoices and also
offers the ability to generate
reports on profits and losses,
review sales and progressions,
and oversee expenses and out-
standing receivables.

**  **  **
Today’s blood pressure moni-

tors, such as the ReliOn® Blood
Pressure Monitor Designed for
Women, are sleek and sophisti-
cated. For more information, call
(800)726-9855 or visit www.wal
 mart.com.

(NAPSA)—To cut down on gro-
cery costs, “Total Mom” Hannah
Keeley recommends choosing
affordable canned vegetables such
as Libby’s, which are just as
nutritious and great tasting as
pricey fresh varieties. For more
cost-saving tips and convenient,
healthy recipes, visit www.Get
 BacktotheTable.com.

**  **  **
From baseball games to barbe-

cues to those memorable
moments at the family dinner
table, Hebrew National has been
upgrading Americans’ eating
experiences for more than a cen-
tury. To learn more and for deli-
cious grilled recipes, visit
www.hebrewnational.com.

**  **  **
According to the 19th Annual

Weber GrillWatch Survey, 70
percent of American grill owners
said they grilled vegetables in
the past year, and 38 percent of
grillers report they are grilling
more vegetables than last year.
For grilled vegetable recipes,
visit www.weber.com.

***
Everything that is really great
and inspiring is created by the
individual who can labor in
freedom.

—Albert Einstein 
***

***
In order to have a winner, the
team must have a feeling of
unity; every player must put the
team first—ahead of personal
glory.

—Paul “Bear” Bryant 
***

***
If a team is to reach its poten-
tial, each player must be will-
ing to subordinate his personal
goals to the good of the team.

—Bud Wilkinson 
***

***
Individual commitment to a
group effort—that is what
makes a team work, a company
work, a society work, a civi-
lization work. 

—Vince Lombardi 
***

Among emperor penguins, it is
the male bird which hatches the
eggs.




