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(NAPSA)—Football fans across
the country are gearing up for col-
lege bowl season and NFL playoff
games. That means planning the
tailgate, stocking up on face paint
and figuring out ways to secure the
best seats to the big game. Unfortu-
nately, many of these seats are
gone long before most fans even
have a chance to buy them.
Whether these tickets were
grabbed quickly by early birds such
as season ticket holders, program
boosters or corporate VIPs, the
availability for the common fan can
be extremely limited. The result is
frustrated fans who want to see
their teams play but don’t know
where or how to get their hands on
tickets to these sold-out events.
Many will feel no choice but to deal
with street scalpers outside the
venue and risk getting a phony
ticket or paying exorbitant prices.

Thankfully, the days of the
street scalper may be numbered
now with the advent of special-
ized online secondary ticket ser-
vices such as StubHub.com.
Today fans can not only gain
access to these high-demand
games but literally shop from the
widest selection of tickets sup-
plied by season ticket holders and
other fans who have them avail-
able for resale. Although there
are several online services to
choose from, they’re not all risk-
free. It ’s important to take a
closer look before shelling out
hundreds or even thousands of
dollars for a ticket to the big
game. 

Here are some tips to remem-
ber when buying college bowl or
NFL playoff game tickets online:

1. Use a trusted site/loca-
tion—Make sure to buy from a
company with a rock solid reputa-
tion for service. (eBay is popular
but does not guarantee tickets.
You take your chances buying
from someone you meet via
craigslist.) 

2. Insist on Guarantee—To
be 100 percent sure you’ll get your
tickets and keep your money safe,
go to a site such as StubHub
which guarantees ticket quality,
secure transactions and on-time
delivery. Tickets are worthless if
they arrive late. 

3. Customer Service is
Key—Make sure any online site
has a clearly visible Customer
Service number, so you can easily
contact a representative directly
with any issues or assistance with
your purchase. 

4. Beware of below market
prices—Be wary of any deals that
sound or look too good to be true.
They usually are. 

5. Don’t negotiate a deal on
the street—The risks of buying
tickets from street scalpers are
many: Counterfeit tickets can be
prevalent and once cash is handed
over it’s gone. Plus, selection is
limited and pricing is not easily
compared to other sellers. 

6. Always use a credit
card—Credit cards have built-in
securities against fraud. Cash and
wire transfers should never be
used unless you know the seller
personally. 

For more information on pur-
chasing tickets secondhand, visit
StubHub at www.stubhub.com.

The Best Time Of Year To Be A Football Fan: Helpful Tips
For Getting Those Hot Postseason Tickets Easily And Safely 

Don’t fumble your chance for
postseason tickets: Find selec-
tion and security at online ticket
stores.

(NAPSA)—New kinds of mort-
gages are making it possible for
some consumers to become home-
owners for the first time. How-
ever, these mortgages come with
risks.

Traditional mortgages require
that each month you pay back
some of the money you borrowed
(the principal) plus the interest on
that money. The principal you owe
on your mortgage decreases over
the term of the loan. 

In contrast, what’s known as an
interest-only or I-O payment plan
allows you to pay only the interest
for a specified number of years.
After that, you must repay both
the principal and the interest.

Most mortgages that offer an 
I-O payment plan have adjustable
interest rates. Having an adjus-
table-rate mortgage, or ARM,
means that the interest rate and
monthly payment will change over
the term of the loan. 

When the I-O period ends, your
payments could go up a lot—by 50
percent or more.

Another innovation in mort-
gages is a payment-option ARM.
This is an ARM that allows you to
choose among several payment
options each month. The options
typically include a traditional pay-
ment of principal and interest, an
interest-only payment or a mini-
mum (limited) payment.

The risk with making mini-
mum payments is that you will be
adding to the amount you owe.
Your future payments could dou-
ble or even triple.

However, an I-O mortgage pay-
ment or a payment-option ARM
might be right for you if you have
irregular income—such as com-

missions or seasonal earnings—
and want the flexibility of making
I-O or payment-option ARM mini-
mum payments during low-income
periods and larger payments dur-
ing higher-income periods.

Interest-only or option ARM
minimum payments may be risky
if you won’t be able to afford the
higher monthly payments in the
future. 

If you are not sure that an I-O
mortgage payment or a payment-
option ARM makes sense for you,
there are several other alterna-
tives you could consider. For
instance, find out if you qualify for
a community housing program
that offers lower interest rates or
reduced fees for first-time home-
buyers, making homeownership
more affordable.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.federalreserve.gov.

Making Sense Of Innovative Mortgages

An interest-only payment plan
allows you to pay only the inter-
est for a specified number of
years. 

by Leslie Downey
(NAPSA)—You could say that

luxury travel has gone to the dogs.
As leisure travel surges, vacation-
ers are increasingly packing the
pooches, fetching the felines and
taking flight with the birds.

Pet travel soared 33 percent
last year to a record 20 million,
according to the American Pet
Products Manufacturers Associa-
tion, and 80 percent of them were
dogs. And a full 14 percent or 29
million Americans travel with
their pets, according to a recent
Travel Industry Association study.

People love their pets and love
being with their pets—and that
means hitting the road with them.
The surging trend of pet travel
has put more bark in luxury vaca-
tions, and the airlines and resorts
are listening.

Indeed, airlines, resorts and
destinations are doing their part
for pet mobility. The trend has
prompted hotels to offer pet-
friendly perks such as menus, day
care and playgrounds, much the
way resorts became kid-friendly
decades ago. Airlines are enticing
customers with frequent flier pet
programs that allow animals to
earn miles toward free flights.

At the Caliente Tropics Resort
in California, pet-friendly rooms
feature pet beds, throws, dishes
and private label, custom Tiki
Treats. Tiled vanities also feature
swinging gates. And Wyndam
Hotels and Resorts even offer a
doggie spa service, where your
pooch can luxuriate with “paw-

dicures,” teeth cleaning and mas-
sages. Cunard Cruise Line’s
Queen Mary 2 has a Pets on Deck
program offering such luxurious
amenities as fresh-baked biscuits
at turn-down in plush pet beds
that boast fleece blankets.

The experts at Travelers
Advantage are on the trail, and
have fetched a list of pet-friendly
vacation amenities:

•Disposable kitty litter boxes
•Doggie car seats
•Airline travel kit
•Pet first aid kit
•Pet relaxers.
Members of Travelers Advan-

tage can save money on air travel,
cruises, car rentals and accommo-
dations, as well as earn 5 percent
cash back on eligible travel
booked with preferred providers
through the service.

Learn more or join at
www.travelersadvantage.com.

How Luxury Travel And Vacations 
Have Gone To The Dogs

More and more hotels and even
airlines are making it easer than
ever for you to travel with your
pet.

Folic Acid For Yourself 
And For Your Family

(NAPSA)—Here’s an easy way
to be good to yourself—take a
multivitamin with folic acid every
day. Folic acid is an important
nutrient for men and women.
Everyone needs it to create
healthy new cells every day. 

Women especially need folic
acid, because taking folic acid
before pregnancy reduces the risk
of Spina Bifida and other serious
birth defects up to 70 percent. 

“It’s so important for women to
do what they can and take a mul-
tivitamin with folic acid every day.
Before my pregnancy I didn’t
know about Spina Bifida,” said a
mother of a 6-year-old living with
the birth defect. “My daughter is
such a wonderful little girl, but
it’s sometimes hard for me to see
her struggle to fit in with other
kids. I want all women to know
about folic acid. I will do whatever
I can do to help prevent another
birth affected by Spina Bifida.”

To learn more: visit the Spina
Bifida Association at www.sbaa.org
or call (800) 621-3141.

Health professionals advise you
to take a vitamin supplement as
part of your daily routine. 

(NAPSA)—Anyone who has
borrowed money or used credit
has a credit score. This score can
affect whether he or she is
approved for future loans and the
interest rate for that loan.

**  **  **
Poor drainage of a person’s eye

can lead to glaucoma. The vision
loss can be devastating and can
drastically change the life of a
once-active adult. More informa-
tion can be found at www.eye
careamerica.org.

**  **  **
In a recent poll, arcade-style

gaming was named one of the top
three ways to de-stress. In fact,
more than 13 million people a
month play MSN Games. For
more information, visit www.
msngames.com.

**  **  **
Today’s technology is so concise

that digital videos can be made
with inexpensive, easy-to-use cam-
corders small enough to fit into the
palm of your hand. For more infor-
mation on Small Wonder, visit
www.mysmallwonder.com.

**  **  **
Find out how much you know

about the water you use in your
home. Go to the EPA’s Water-
Sense Web site at www.epa.gov/
watersense and take the Test
Your WaterSense quiz.

**  **  **
Olympic swimmer Gary Hall Jr.

works with a diabetes education
program called the BD Diabetes
Makeover, which inspires people to
improve their diabetes care and
take control of their lives.

**  **  **
Some travel insurance plans

may not be as effective as you
think. Policies should include
missed connections, lost or
delayed baggage and medical
assistance, including emergency
evacuations. For more informa-
tion, visit www.accessamerica.com
or call (800) 284-8300.

**  **  **
Eggs are already a popular

breakfast ingredient, and using
better-tasting, healthier eggs,
such as Eggland’s Best, can
improve the quality of a breakfast
for dinner meal. For more infor-
mation, visit www.eggland.com. 

**  **  **
Being energy efficient can be

easy—and good for your budget.
With just a little effort, you can
both save money and save the
planet. Learn more at www.
dap.com.

**  **  **
Vehicle dealerships across the

country are looking to steer qual-
ity students with good mechanical
aptitude to pursue careers in the
fields of automotive service tech-
nology. To learn more, visit
www.ayes.org.

***
Friendship is the only thing in
this world, the usefulness of
which all mankind are in
agreement.

—Marcus Tullius Cicero 
***

***
Honest disagreement is often a
good sign of progress. 

—Mahatma Gandhi 
***

***
If you have it [love], you don’t
need to have anything else, and
if you don’t have it, it doesn’t
matter much what else you
have. 

—James M. Barrie 
***

***
I know that somewhere in the
Universe exists my perfect soul-
mate—but looking for her is
much more difficult than just
staying at home and ordering
another pizza. 

—Alf Whit 
***




