
10

(NAPSA)—You can spend hun-
dreds of dollars on books, tapes
and seminars to help you become
more effective at managing your
time and money. And while those
may be investments you’re willing
to make, here’s a free and simple
way you can save time and money
when it comes to your car insur-
ance: Contact an independent
insurance agent or broker. 

Typically offering products
from several—sometimes a dozen
or more—insurance companies,
independent agents and brokers
can put together a custom insur-
ance package with policies from
competing insurance carriers that
will protect your car, home and
other assets at a price you and
your family can afford.

Rather than spend hours gath-
ering quotes from various compa-
nies, you can get it done with one
simple phone call to your indepen-
dent agent or broker. 

Here are a few things to talk
with your independent agent or
broker about: 

• On the move? In addition to
the many factors that determine
auto insurance rates, such as ve-
hicle year, make, model, body type
and engine size, companies also
look at information about you. If
you’ve recently moved, gotten
married, had a birthday or experi-
enced a similar life milestone, you
may be eligible to save money on
your car insurance. 

• Sweet sixteen in the family?
Having a new teenage driver usu-
ally means the auto insurance bill
will go up, but there are ways to
save. An independent agent or
broker can find them for you.

• Still driving your first car?
You don’t always need the same
level of physical damage coverage
on older cars that you may want
on your newer cars. As your car
ages, an agent can advise you on
whether or not it makes sense to
drop comprehensive and collision
coverages. Dropping these cover-
ages or raising the deductible
could save you money each year. 

• Own any recreational vehicles?
If you have a motorcycle, boat, RV or
other “toy,” you might save money
by having it covered by the same
company that insures your car. 

There are many ways to save on
car insurance, and highly effective
people know that they can rely on
their independent agent or broker
to find them! And the time your
agent or broker spends shopping is
time you can save for doing the
things you truly enjoy.

You can find an independent
agent or broker by simply check-
ing your local Yellow Pages or by
visiting driveinsurance.com for a
full listing of agents.

How Highly Effective People Save Money On Car Insurance

Using an independent insurance
company, agent or broker may
help save you time as well as
money.

(NAPSA)—To find some of the
Web’s best bargains and most
unusual merchandise, it can pay to
venture past the online mega-stores
and shop some of the smaller mer-
chants. The rewards include more
personal service, more unusual
goods and competitive prices aimed
at making you a return customer. 

How can you trust an unknown
shopping site to deliver on its
promises?

“Trust is an important part of
the shopping experience, especially
when you are trying out a new mer-
chant,” says Shannon Clouston,
Shopping.com’s Chief Shopper. Now
a part of the eBay family of compa-
nies, her company lets shoppers
compare prices and products from
stores of all sizes across the globe.

Clouston says that customer
reviews are often the best guide
for determining which stores to
trust. “One of the biggest advan-
tages of shopping on the Web is
that a merchant’s reputation is in
plain sight,” she says. “When you
walk into a regular store, it’s hard
to tell whether previous customers
are loyal fans or have vowed never
to return again. With online shop-
ping, those comments—bad and
good—are there for everyone to
see.”

One of the best-known sources
for merchant ratings, are the
Epinions reviews found on Shop
ping.com. Shoppers rate stores on
a one-to-five “check” scale, often
giving a detailed account of what
they bought, what they liked and
disliked about the store, and
whether they would buy there
again. You can not only read the
reviews, but also reorder the list-

ings, putting the most positive,
most negative or most recent
reviews on top.

In addition, the site awards its
Trusted Store blue ribbon seal to
merchants who consistently re-
ceive positive customer ratings
and reviews, provide accurate
information and honor their price
listings without excuses. 

Clouston says that shoppers
should also look at how merchants
secure the private information of
its customers. “Whether we’re
talking about credit card num-
bers, e-mail addresses or other
privileged information, merchants
have an almost sacred duty to
keep this data secure,” she says. 

At Shopping.com, consumers
can be certain they are protected
because of the rigorous process the
company takes to ensure its mer-
chants go the extra mile when it
comes to security and a positive
experience. “With so many great
online merchants to choose from,
shopping has never been more fun,”
Clouston says. “And now you can
feel confident that it’s safe, too.”

Going New Places

Shoppers can compare prices
and products on one Internet site.

Making Holidays “Rock”
(NAPSA)—If you’re looking to

strike a chord with your gift giving
this year, try giving a present that
celebrates music and style. Con-
sider these ideas:

For Him
Fans of sweet

sounds may like
True Star Men, a
new soft spiced
scent inspired by
Enrique Iglesias.
The fragrance,
f r o m  To m m y
Hilfiger, begins
with the cool
crispness of  a

pink grapefruit, blended with
mysterious tones of black licorice.
The fragrance builds with a mod-
ern softness from saffron and
sandalwood. 

For Her
Celebrate her

inner diva with
True Star Gold,
a scent inspired
by platinum re-
c o r d i n g  a r t i s t
B e y o n c é .  T h e
crisp, floral scent
o p e n s  w i t h  a
scintillating sen-
sation of watery notes that come
from blending the elements of
Provence melon with the crisp
tartness of kiwi. At the heart of
the fragrance is a dewy brightness
from pumpkin flowers. 

For more ideas, visit www.
tommy.com.

Enrique Iglesias

Beyoncé
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(NAPSA)—Starting January 1,

2006, dependable coverage for pre-
scription drugs will be available to
all people with Medicare. Every-
one with Medicare is eligible
for this coverage, regardless of
income, health status, or cur-
rent prescription expenses. It’s
time to consider how this important
new coverage can make life better
for you and everyone you love.

How the Coverage Works
Medicare prescription drug cov-

erage is insurance that covers
both brand-name and generic pre-
scription drugs at participating
pharmacies in your area. Private
companies will provide the cover-
age through Medicare drug plans.
To get covered, you choose a plan
and pay a monthly premium.
When you join a plan, Medicare
helps pay the bill. 

How the Coverage Helps
A typical person with Medicare

and no drug coverage today could
see total drug costs drop by about
50 percent. Even people who do not
take a lot of prescription drugs now
should consider joining. As we age,
most people need prescription
drugs to stay healthy. Signing up
for Medicare prescription drug cov-
erage can provide protection
against very high prescription drug
bills in the future.

Extra help is available for peo-
ple with limited income and

resources. People who qualify for
the most extra help will have
almost no drug expenses.

How to Join
Medicare drug plan enrollment

begins November 15, 2005 through
May 15, 2006. You must join a
plan to get coverage. All Medicare
drug plans will meet Medicare’s
strict requirements, but they may
differ in terms of costs and cover-
age. The choice you make depends
on what kind of health coverage
you have now, and whether or not
you already have prescription drug
coverage. You will receive infor-
mation on the different options
that apply to your situation. 

How to Pay Less
Joining when you are first eli-

gible means you pay a lower
monthly premium than if you
join after the open enrollment
period ends on May 15, 2006. If
you don’t join a plan by May 15,
2006, you may pay a late enroll-
ment penalty.

How to Learn More
We urge you to join all of Amer-

ica in learning more about this
new Medicare coverage. Discuss it
with your family and friends.
Keep an eye out for community
meetings. For detailed informa-
tion, you can look at the Medicare
& You 2006 handbook, visit
www.medicare.gov on the Web or
call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-
633-4227). TTY users should call
1-877-486-2048. 

With New Prescription Drug Coverage, Medicare
Covers More Than Ever!

(NAPSA)—Hosting an in-home
concert can be a fun way to bring
family and friends together—and
no musical talent is needed, just a
TV and your local PBS station.
Concertgoers can tune in to shows
such as “Carly Simon: Moonlight
Serenade—Live on the Queen
Mary 2” or “Doo Wop Cavalcade:
The Definitive Anthology” on PBS
as well as a number of other
musical specials featuring Barbra
Streisand, Tom Jones and more
during December. For more infor-
mation, check your local PBS sta-
tion listings.

Zircon’s new StudSensor i60
OneStep is the only one that finds
the center of a stud with just one
pass—that’s the sweet spot for
secure anchoring. This model
even has an integrated, erasable
marker that marks the anchoring
spot without removing the tool
from the wall. For more informa-
tion, see www.zircon.com or call
800-245-9265.

Construction is growing at a
pace requiring 240,000 positions
to be filled every year to keep up
with the industry’s growth and
demands. The U.S. Department of
Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics
estimates that from 2002-2012,
the industry will create more than
one million new jobs, making it
the only goods-producing industry
sector in which employment is
expected to grow in those 10
years. To learn more about oppor-
tunities in the construction indus-
try, check out the ABC chapter
near you or visit the Web site at
www.abc.org/chapterlocations. 

Power Technology batteries
have a unique internal structure
and electrochemistry. They are
characterized by higher energy

capacity, lighter weight, and sig-
nificantly less lead content—for a
range of automotive, aerospace,
energy storage and other indus-
trial and personal applications.
To learn more, visit www.pwtc
battery.com.

This year marks the 30th
anniversary of Precious Moments.
To help celebrate, Baby Depot is
holding a year-long sweepstakes
giving away 30 Precious Moments
themed nurseries for consumers
who register at one of 300 stores.  

You can send a terrific finishing
touch to a holiday feast: visit 1-
800-FLOWERS.COM on the Web
for delicious desserts, such as the
Perfect Endings Pumpkin Cake, a
one-of-a-kind creation from the
famous Napa Valley bakery.

In association with the Depart-
ment of Energy, Owens Corning is
distributing the “Energy Savers”
booklet—a guide offering informa-
tion on saving energy and money
in the home. Homeowners can
also visit the Owens Corning
energy microsite. It features 15
ways to save energy. As an addi-
tional resource, check out the
Home Report Card™ online quiz.
The microsite and quiz are at
www.owenscorning.com/homere
portcard.

(NAPSA)—Some new fryers let
you safely fry a turkey or other
foods indoors. For instance, the
Turk N Surf electric fryer from
Masterbuilt features an easy-to-
use “Turkey Tap”™ drain valve,
which makes it easier to drain oil
or water out of the interior 28-
quart aluminum pot. Also, the
unit has built-in timers on the

control panel, as well as power
and heating lights, and a dial-
style on/off thermostat control
knob. It’s designed to be as easy
to use as an oven. For additional
information, visit www.master
built.com or call 800-489-1581.




