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(NAPSA)— You know the type. 
Someone whose senses are

ignited by the smell of high octane
fuel. Someone who snaps to atten-
tion at the deep, low growl of a V8
engine and swoons at the sight of
a very sleek, sexy body—with four
wheels.

This, my friend, is the car enthu-
siast—a lover of all things automo-
tive. But when it comes time to buy
your motorhead a gift for the holi-
days, you’ve run out of gas. 

“For car enthusiasts there is no
greater joy than driving, thinking
and talking about great automo-
biles,” said Denny Clements, Lexus
group vice president and general
manager. “But if buying them the
car of their dreams isn’t in the
plan, there are certainly great gift
ideas that every car enthusiast
would love.”

Here are a few gift ideas to sat-
isfy the car crazed, or even some-
one who would appreciate a
unique, off-the-beaten-path gift
for the holidays.

Improve Their Driving 
Techniques

Imagine taking a “hot lap”
around a professional speedway,
all in the name of improving your
driving skills. Your car lover can
learn safe driving techniques, plus
maneuver through turns on a pro-
fessional track at a high perfor-
mance driving school near you.
The typical performance driving
school teaches safe driving skills
and basic race driving techniques
to school participants, while they
complete skid pad and slalom
course drills. 

The History of a 
Luxury Vehicle

From tales of perfectionist
engineers and racetrack testing to
designers’ inspiration, “The Lexus
Story” provides a rare, insider’s
glimpse at how Lexus came to be
one of the greatest success stories
in automotive history. In this
newly released inside account,
noted journalist and author Jonathan

Mahler takes read-
ers behind the
scenes of the mak-
ing of a first-class
automobile—from
its first sedan in
1989 to its position
today as the top-
selling luxury
nameplate in the
U.S., set to launch
the world’s first
luxury h y brid
vehicle. Richly il-
lustrated with hun-
dreds of phot-
ographs, as well as
never before pub-
lished material
from the Lexus
archives, this im-
pressive volume
offers the kind of
automotive lore
that car buffs find
irresistible. The
book is available at
bookstores, Amazon.com and
Lexus dealers.

New Wheels 
for Their Wheels

Worn, old tires are not only
unattractive, but they could also
be unsafe. If an older vehicle still
has steel wheels, try replacing
them with new aluminum alloy
wheels that freshen the look of
any car. A true car enthusiast
knows that good tires improve the
ride, response and handling of any
vehicle—helping to make the ride
safer and more enjoyable.

Listen to Your Favorite
Game—Anywhere

If your car aficionado spends
plenty of time behind the wheel,
then make the trip more pleasur-
able with the perfect accessory—
the latest in portable satellite
radios. With a satellite radio
receiver, you can enjoy dozens of
channels of music, news, sporting
events, talk radio channels, and
local traffic and weather across
the country. With today’s digital

sound quality, you won’t miss your
college alma mater’s next game,
even if it’s being played halfway
across the country. 

This and That
Another gift to consider is a trip

to a renowned automotive con-
cours, such as the Pebble Beach
Concours d’Elegance in California,
one of the premier concours in the
world, exhibiting prewar and post-
war automobiles as well as concept
car designs. For more ticket and
visitor information on the Pebble
Beach Concours d’Elegance, visit
www.theconcours.com. 

For a stocking stuffer idea, a
traveling car care kit includes
everything your car lover will need
to clean and detail a vehicle away
from home (items include cleaners,
polish, wax, mitts, towels, sponges,
etc.). Also, a digital tire pressure
gauge would come in handy.

With a little more thought and a
few new gift ideas, you just might
be able to surprise the car enthusi-
ast in your life this holiday season.

Happy Holidays, Motorhead 
What To Buy The Incurably Car Crazed

The newly released Lexus Story book is a unique
holiday gift for the car lover in your life.

(NAPSA)—Recognizing the
importance of science, math and
technology in the nation’s future,
the U.S. Army is asking students
to “Accept the Challenge” of eCY-
BERMISSION. In the first two
years of the competition, students
across the country have identified
problems and proposed solutions
in their communities and are
being rewarded by the U.S. Army
for their ingenuity and creativity.

Some young people were con-
cerned about the proliferation of
animal abuse in their community
so they created a video and infor-
mational materials to educate the
community; others demonstrated
how an older adult’s blood pressure
could be reduced by pet ownership;
and a team of students in Texas
came up with a way to save lives
by creating a flash flood warning
system. From preventing potholes,
to creating safer bike ramps, to
building houses to attract mos-
quito-eating bats in order to reduce
the threat of West Nile virus,
young people across the country
are rising to the occasion to help
their communities through their
work on eCYBERMISSION.

eCYBERMISSION is a free,

Web-based science, math and tech-
nology competition open to all stu-
dents attending a U.S. or Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity
School in the sixth through ninth
grades. In the competition, student
teams identify a problem that is
related to health and safety, arts
and entertainment, sports and
recreation or the environment.
Selecting a real-life Mission Chal-
lenge encourages self-discovery and
illustrates how science, math and
technology apply to everyday life.

Once teams have identified a
problem, they formulate a hypoth-
esis and conduct research and
experiments to develop a solution.
Teams must virtually submit their
Mission Folder, the official presen-
tation of their project with
attached files, online through the
eCYBERMISSION Web site. Each
Mission Folder is independently
reviewed by several judges. Ran-
dom judging assignments ensure
that each Mission Folder is judged
objectively. Judges base their deci-

sion on the application of science,
math and technology; innovation,
originality and creativity; benefit
to the community; and team col-
laboration and communication. 

eCYBERMISSION provides
numerous incentives and awards
for participation. The competition
presents awards and recognition
to regional and national winners
at various levels. All participants
who submit a Mission Folder
receive a T-shirt and a certificate
of participation. Regional criteria
winners receive a $2,000 savings
bond. Regional first and second
place winners receive a $3,000
savings bond. Regional first place
winners also receive a trip to
Washington, D.C. for national
judging and educational activities.
All national finalists receive a
$3,500 savings bond and national
first place winners receive a
$5,000 savings bond.

Deadline approaching
Although the deadline for sub-

missions is February 21, 2005, the
deadline to register is December
13. For more information about
eCYBERMISSION, contact mis-
sion control@ecybermission.com or
log on to www.ecybermission.com.

Improving Lives Through Technology

HOLIDAY BAKING WITH YOUR KIDS
(NAPSA)—Kids love to help with holiday preparations, especially

those that let them use their creativity. Baking up some tasty holiday
treats together delivers the gift of memories and a delicious gift to
share with family and friends.

Even the smallest tots will be able to help with Holiday Cookie Sur-
prises. The buttery, melt-in-your-mouth oatmeal cookie dough is molded
around a candy-coated chocolate piece, gumdrop or other sweet “sur-
prise,” then rolled in colored sugar crystals or sprinkles and baked.

For gift giving, make cookie bundles—arrange cookies in the center
of a square of food-safe wrap, form into a bundle and tie with a ribbon.

HOLIDAY COOKIE SURPRISES
About 4 Dozen Cookies

Heat oven to 325°F. Beat butter and sugar until creamy. Add egg and
vanilla; beat well. Add combined flour, oats and salt; mix well. Shape
dough into 1-inch balls. Press candy piece into center of each ball; shape
dough around candy so it is completely hidden. Roll cookies in colored
sugar until evenly coated. Place 11⁄2 inches apart on ungreased cookie
sheets. Bake 14 to 17 minutes or until set. Cool completely on wire rack.
Store tightly covered.

1 cup (2 sticks) butter,
softened

3⁄4 cup powdered sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 cups all-purpose flour

11⁄4 cups Quaker oats (quick

or old fashioned,
uncooked)

1⁄4 teaspoon salt (optional)
Approx. 48 assorted bite-
size candies 
Colored sugar or sprinkles

(NAPSA)—Whether it’s days or
hours before the holidays, it can
be easy to give last-minute gifts
that are both thoughtful and
appropriate with gift certificates. 

Gift certificates and gift cards
continue to increase in popular-
ity. According to the Tower
Group, total gift card sales for
2004 will be $55 billion. Research
conducted by the National Retail
Federation indicates that nearly
70 percent of all consumers pur-
chased gift cards during the 2003
holiday season, accounting for
nearly 22 percent of all holiday
spending. 

Regardless of whom you are
shopping for, gift certificates and
cards make terrific holiday gifts.

The ability to shop online for
gift cards and gift certificates
makes shopping during the last
moments of the holiday season
more convenient and enjoyable,
giving you time to choose the most
appropriate gifts.

There is less need to worry
about shipping a gift across the
country and wondering if it will
make it in time. Gift cards are
easy to ship and can often be
delivered overnight, economically.
Gift certificates can be down-
loaded quickly, leaving plenty of
time to purchase a present for the
unexpected dinner guest.

In addition, you can still find a
great gift at the last minute by

purchasing a SuperCertificate
from GiftCertificates.com. The
SuperCertificate is a very thought-
ful gift as it can be redeemed for
certificates to hundreds of retail-
ers. It can be selected, purchased
and delivered rapidly, a truly
stress-free solution for the last-
minute gift.

We b  s i t e s  s u c h  a s  Gift
Certificates.com offer a large vari-
ety of gift certificates to satisfy
the multitude of preferences for
the variety of people on your shop-
ping list. They provide innovative
and convenient ways to select the
appropriate gift. You have options
to search by category, store name,
certificate denomination, e-mail
delivery capability, even location. 

Gift certificates provide choice
and can save you both time and
money. Gift certificates are easy to
pack and to ship and delightful to
give and receive.

Last-Minute Holiday Gifts




