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(NAPSA)—The continued in-
crease in consumer Internet use
has resulted in a corresponding
increase in online threats—includ-
ing viruses, hacking, phishing,
malware and other intrusions that
at best present a nuisance and at
worst can result in loss of impor-
tant information and identity
theft.

According to a consumer study
by a leading Internet security com-
pany, more than 35 percent of
respondents said that passwords
alone do not provide enough secu-
rity for conducting personal busi-
ness online—including shopping,
managing finances, and storage of
personal information. “For many,
passwords alone might not be
enough protection against the new
breed of Internet threats, and that’s
shaking the confidence of people
who want to use the Internet,” said
Art Coviello, CEO, RSA Security. 

One Internet Service Provider
(ISP) is taking the lead in offering
something more secure than the
single password. America Online,
Inc., has introduced a new pre-
mium service—AOL PassCode—
that offers members a second level
of account protection through the
use of a key chain-sized device that
generates and displays a unique
numeric code every 60 seconds. To
log on to the service, a customer
needs to enter his or her user
name and password, and then the
rotating numeric “passcode.” 

“AOL PassCode is like adding a
dead bolt to your AOL account—
one where the key changes every
60 seconds,” said Ned Brody,
AOL’s Senior Vice President for
Premium Services. “Many of our
members use their accounts for

business purposes, financial
transactions or other sensitive
activities. The service offers a
higher standard of protection
through the same state-of-the-art,
two-factor authentication system
used by many financial institu-
tions, technology companies and
other major businesses.” 

The technology, called strong
authentication by industry insid-
ers, was created by RSA Security
Inc., one of the leading providers
of solutions that secure and man-
age online identities. 

AOL PassCode is based on the
RSA SecurID two-factor authenti-
cation solution, which is used by a
majority of Fortune 500 busi-
nesses to protect their critical cor-
porate data.

Creation of the new protective
device is part of a broader trend
by ISPs to offer stronger forms of
online consumer identity protec-
tion that allow more opportunities
for individuals to conduct personal
business online. To learn more,
consumers can log on to the AOL
service and visit keyword: PASS-
CODE or call 866-568-6843.

Internet Providers Take Action Against Hackers

Using a rotating, numeric pass-
code that changes every 60 sec-
onds helps keep information
confidential.

(NAPSA)—The right siding can
color someone’s opinion of your
home. However, choosing the color
palette for the exterior of your
home can be an overwhelming and
challenging process. Whether
starting from scratch or remodel-
ing, color decisions will affect your
home’s long-term resale value and
curb appeal. 

The good news is that recent
years have brought advancements
in material science that have
allowed siding manufacturers
such as CertainTeed to introduce
more colors, including darker and
bolder hues, to their color palette.
For instance, beyond the tradi-
tional beige or pale yellow, you
can now choose a vibrant Ivy
Green or Barn Red. The bad news
is, you have even more choices. 

To avoid sensory overload, here
are a few tips for selecting the
right colors for your home:

• Consider colors that harmo-
nize with your surroundings,
including your neighborhood and
natural environment.

• Select a siding color that
coordinates with your home’s roof.

• Use no more than three col-
ors—one for siding, one for trim
and one as an accent color.

• For a tall house, emphasize
horizontal elements in the window
trim colors. Or, to keep a small
house from looking even smaller,
choose light colors and keep con-
trasts to a minimum.

• Keep in mind that the larger
the home, the more intense the
siding color appears. 

• Select colors from a trusted
siding manufacturer that has
done its homework in regard to
color. While quantity of colors on a

company’s palette can seem
impressive, it’s the right colors
that will increase the value and
curb appeal of your home. 

• Choose siding that comes
with lifetime color fade protection
to ensure that your color invest-
ment lasts.

In addition, there are resources
available to help you visualize how
various colors may look on your
home. For instance, CertainTeed
has developed a free user-friendly
Web tool called ColorView™. Color-
View allows you to select one of
four house styles and then add
roofing, siding color, trim color and
more to get a feel for how colors
will work with your home’s style.

To learn more about color selec-
tion, visit www.CertainTeed.com
and search for “ColorView.”

By employing these tips and
tools, your color selection process
will go from color chaos to art. For
more information on vinyl siding
products and trends, call Certain-
Teed at 800-782-8777.

Brushing Up On The Color Of Your Home

CHOOSING COLOR FOR CURB
APPEAL—Consider colors that
harmonize with your surroundings.

(NAPSA)—How can parents spot
a high-quality school? Research shows
that there are several factors that
strongly influence excellence within
a school—public or private. The
National Association of Independent
Schools and more than 30 partner
associations have identified five ques-
tions that parents should ask to assess
the quality of their child’s educational
experience.

1. Are there high-quality
and committed teachers? 

Schools that employ educated,
talented teachers are taking the
first step to providing an excel-
lent education. High-quality
teachers are well prepared in
content knowledge, possess
strong teaching skills, and have a
command of the materials that
are being presented in the class-
room. They develop an under-
standing of how each student
learns and what interests and
motivates them.  

2. Are classroom lessons
innovative and engaging? 

First-rate schools provide stu-
dents with innovative classroom
instruction. Hands-on learning
experiences, stimulating class dis-
cussions, group projects, and off-
site field trips are just some ways
that successful schools challenge
students to stretch their minds.
Quality schools give teachers the
freedom to create unique learning
opportunities that are tailored to
students’ learning styles. 

3. Do students get clear
value from their education?

Schools that encourage active
civic participation, show an ongo-
ing commitment to community
service, and teach students how to
make ethical decisions can add
significant value to a student’s
educational experience. 

4. Does the school hold
itself accountable for its stu-
dents’ academic performance?

Quality schools take the educa-
tion of their students seriously.
They are organized for effective
oversight and management with
governance that encourages every-
one to meet high expectations. Qual-
ity schools also undergo rigorous
evaluation by a recognized accredit-
ing body. 

5. Are parents an active
part of a student’s educational
experience?

The most successful schools pro-
mote regular communication
among students, parents and
teachers to ensure that everyone is
working towards the same goals for
the student. Parental involvement
can take many forms, including
helping out in the classroom and
serving on schoolwide committees.

To learn more about successful
schools, visit www.nais.org. 

Evaluating Your Child’s School: A Parent’s Guide

The best teachers are excited
about teaching and bring enthu-
siasm to the classroom.

(NAPSA)—The Cascade Moun-
tain Range and the Trinity Alps in
Northern California, Redding are
receiving international attention
for their natural beauty and fam-
ily-oriented activities. The first
stop for many visitors is the newly
opened Sundial Bridge at Turtle
Bay. Designed by Spanish archi-
tect Santiago Calatrava—most
noted for his design of the Olympic
Stadium in Athens, Greece and
bridges throughout Europe—the
Sundial Bridge spans the Sac-
ramento River linking the north
and south campuses of Turtle
Bay Exploration Park, and serves
as the downtown entrance for Red-
ding’s nationally designated Sacra-
mento River Trail system. For
more information, visitors can con-
tact the Redding Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau at 1-800-874-7562
or www.visitredding.com. 

Organizers of the third annual
Volvo for Life Awards are seeking
nominations for outstanding
hometown heroes. Judges will
select nine finalists. Three will
each receive $50,000 and six will
each receive $25,000 to be donated
to the charities of their choice. One
will receive new Volvos for life. To
nominate someone, visit www.
volvoforlifeawards.com by January
10, 2005. 

Today, there are more tools for
scrapbooking and paper crafting
than ever before, many of them
incorporating high-tech wizardry

to take advantage of such
advances as digital photography
and photo manipulation. For
example, Xyron, a division of
Esselte Corp., offers a line of cre-
ative machines—including lamina-
tors, sticker makers, magnet mak-
ers, label makers and handheld,
dispenser-based products—that
encourage creativity and personal
expression. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.xyron.com.

Analysts say that the key is to
begin planning today—regardless
of your current income. Amer-
icans for Financial Security, an
association dedicated to helping
its members aspire, focus and
succeed in today’s competitive
economy, suggests that a written
financial plan can be a road map
to prosperity. If you need help
developing one, you can contact a
reputable financial advisor for
guidance. For more information,
visit www.afswebsite.org or call
800-492-1016.

Fireplaces Heat Up
(NAPSA)—If you want to add

some spark to a tired-looking room,
take a look at your fireplace. A well
maintained or spruced-up hearth
can add warmth—figuratively and
literally—to most any home. 

Today, many products for the
hearth—including dampers, fire
tools, fire screens, the hardware on
glass hearth doors, cinder buckets
and log stands—keep their shine
and last longer because they have
undergone a process called powder
coating. 

Powder coating is a finishing
method whereby finely ground par-
ticles of pigment and resin are elec-
trostatically charged and sprayed
onto a surface. Hearth products
that have the coating are highly
resistant to scratching, chipping,
fading and wearing. Fireplaces,
however, aren’t the only things to
benefit from a powder coating. Fire
extinguishers are coated as well.

For more information and a free
“Consumer Buying Guide for Home
and Garden,” visit the Web site at
www.powdercoating.org or write
The Powder Coating Institute at
2121 Eisenhower Avenue, Suite
401, Alexandria, VA 22314.

Fireplaces can add comfort,
warmth and style to a room.

***
Nothing is more completely the
child of art than a garden.

—Sir Walter Scott
***

***
You don’t really understand
human nature unless you know
why a child on a merry-go-
round will wave at his parents
every time around—and why
his parents will always wave
back.

—William D. Tammeus
***

***
Parenthood: That state of being
better chaperoned than you
were before marriage.

—Marcelene Cox
***




