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Let’s Hear It For Creativity!
(NAPSA)—If your kids are

brimming with creativity and a
love for science, then why not
have them combine the two and
get rewarded for their efforts?

For the past 13 years a pro-
gram called ExploraVision has
been giving students a chance to
plumb the depths of their creative
instincts, while having fun and
learning about science.

One of the world’s largest K-12
science and technology competi-
tions, ExploraVision is funded by
the Toshiba Corporation, Toshiba
America Group Companies, and
Toshiba America Foundation and
administered by the National Sci-
ence Teachers Association.

Students present their inven-
tions—some of which have included
a glove to detect harmful bacteria
to a robotic machine to pick up pet
waste and convert to fuel—using
written descriptions and artwork.
Winning students on each of the
four first-place teams each receive
a $10,000 U.S. Savings Bond. Stu-
dents on second-place teams
receive a $5,000 bond.

For more information, call 1-
800-EXPLOR-9, or visit www.
exploravision.org. Deadline for
entries is early February.

Oldest Animal
Advocate Turns 95

(NAPSA)—Mrs. Anna C. Briggs,
an animal-loving matriarch, will be
turning 95 this year. Anna still
reports to work every morning, five
days a week. “Dedication is often
the word I use when I refer to her,”
says Virginia Briggs Dungan, her
daughter. 

Anna C. Briggs started The
National Humane Education Soci-
ety in 1948, 56 years ago. Her goal
was to establish an organization
that would foster a sentiment of
kindness to animals in children
and adults. In fact, the NHES does
much more than that. It provides
humane education, rescue, lifetime
sanctuary, and comprehensive
adoption services.

“Because of Anna’s hard work
and determination, NHES is able
to spay and neuter over 2,000 cats
and dogs each year and place hun-
dreds of others into loving hands,”
says her admiring daughter.

If you would like more informa-
tion about The National Humane
Education Society or if you would
like to send Mrs. Briggs a birth-
day card, please send correspon-
dence to: The National Humane
Education Society, Department
N1004, P.O. Box 340, Charles
Town, WV 25414-0340. Our Web
site is www.nhes.org.

Counting our blessings—The
unselfish legacy of Anna C.
Briggs will continue.

Millions Of Americans Suffer
From Untreated Hearing Loss
Diagnosing And Treating Single

Sided Deafness

(NAPSA)—A number of Ameri-
cans with hearing loss can treat
their condition, but don’t. 

That’s the finding of a recent
study that estimated nearly nine
million U.S. households are home
to at least one person who is com-

pletely deaf in one ear (Single
Sided Deafness, or SSD). Even
more alarming, one-third of those
people have not sought treatment.

“These figures amplify the
importance of deaf awareness by
underscoring the grossly under-
reported prevalence of SSD,” said
Dr. Jack Wazen, of the Lenox
Hill/Manhattan Eye, Ear and
Throat Hospital in New York.
Wazen says the first step in get-
ting people to seek treatment for
SSD is helping them understand
it. Here’s a breakdown:

Treating SSD
The FDA recently cleared a

medical device to treat SSD.
Called the BAHA® system, this
technology has three components:
a small titanium fixture implanted
in the skull under local anesthesia
during a short outpatient surgical
procedure; a small sound proces-
sor; and an external abutment to
attach and remove the device as
desired (see illustration). Together,
the system transfers natural
sound directly to the inner ear
using direct bone conduction. The
system is currently being worn by
approximately 20,000 people
worldwide with a 94 percent suc-
cess rate.

About SSD
The BAHA system is an appro-

priate treatment for patients with
SSD that can be caused by, but not
limited to, head trauma, viral
infection, or acoustic neuroma
tumor surgery. 

For more information, visit
www.entific.com or call 1-877-
BAHA-4-ME.

Many with Single Sided Deafness
can be treated.

(NAPSA)—Schedules are never
tighter than during the holiday
season, when the phrase “time
crunch” takes on a whole new
meaning. You, like millions of
time-starved Americans, can keep
the cheer in your holidays with
help from these time-saving tips
from The Smart ’N Savvy Mom
and noted lifestyle expert Julie
Edelman.

1. Earlier is easier: You’ve
heard it before, but it’s still true. Get
a jump on shopping now to avoid a
last minute rush. Starting early
gives you more time to take advan-
tage of in-store and online sales,
saving money—and headaches!

2. Create a master list: Brain-
storm and capture possible gift
ideas for everyone on your holiday
gift list before you begin shopping.
Make it even easier, by asking fam-
ily and friends to give you a “wish
list” of five to ten items. Be sure to
manage expectations with young
children by letting them know that
they will not be getting all the gifts
they request. Always carry your
master gift list with you and check
it every time you’re in a store.

3. Make the most of each
shopping trip: When you’re out
shopping for that new bedspread
or winter coat, check your gift list
for anything that could also be
found at that store. Eliminate an
extra trip and save time by pick-
ing up a gift or two while you’re
already there.

4. Let’s wrap: Don’t spend
your “holiday eve” locked in a
room by yourself, wrapping all of

your presents. Wrap items as you
get them so there’s no last-minute
rush. Use the complimentary gift-
wrapping service if it’s offered at
the department store.

5. “Gifts on Us Holiday”:
One of the best timesavers this
holiday season is a new, free ser-
vice called Personal Shopper™. The
service scours through millions of
products from your favorite brands
and merchants and then recom-
mends tailored gift ideas for those
you love and offers great deals on
“just what I wanted” items for
yourself and your home. No need
to run from store to store or search
all over the Internet; let Personal
Shopper take the work out of find-
ing the perfect gift for everyone on

your list. Personal Shopper is
putting some cheer back into the
season by taking the stress and
the cost out of holiday shopping
with its “Gifts on Us Holiday”
sweepstakes. The service is giving
away more than $60,000 from
October 16th to December 15th,
with one winner per day receiving
$1,000 to spend on holiday gifts.
Go to www.personalshopper.com to
enter the sweepstakes. 

6. Buy timeless gifts: Having
a hard time shopping for your
hard-to-buy-for friends and fam-
ily? A great time saver and idea
are “time-less” gifts such as gift
certificates to favorite stores,
restaurants and spas, food bas-
kets, flowers and plants and mag-
azine subscriptions. 

7. Take a “time out”: Scurry-
ing about trying to fulfill everyone
else’s wishes can make you lose
sight of your own need for a “time
out.” Try relaxing with a good
book, taking a warm bath or just
closing your eyes to enjoy a quiet
moment to rejuvenate yourself. All
the stores and chores will still be
waiting for you when you return
to active duty.

Edelman notes, it’s important
for even the most time-pressed of
us to remember what holidays are
truly about: Spending time with
our families and friends, enjoying
the magic of the season and cele-
brating what’s important in our
lives. It is the one present that
will give you a lifetime of memo-
ries that linger well beyond the
season. 

Seven Smart ’N Savvy Tips For Time-Starved Holiday Shoppers

This holiday season have more
time with those who matter most
by trying these time-saving tips
and taking advantage of a new
free personal shopping service
that can help you find gifts for
everyone on your list.

Fashion And Beauty
(NAPSA)—Have you noticed a

return of the lady and gentleman
in fashion and beauty today? We
are once again seeing beautiful
silhouettes and images of true
femininity and masculinity.

One noted designer that is cele-
brating this movement is Bijan,
who has introduced modern, new
fragrances for men and women
that convey luxurious elegance.

Bijan Style Women is an un-
mistakably feminine fragrance
which intertwines purity and sub-
tle sexiness, while Bijan Style
Men is distinctively masculine
and seductive. These scents truly
define womanly charms and
manly bravado—right down to the
bottle colors: pink and blue.

Look for a full selection of prod-
uct and specially designed gift
sets by visiting your nearest Per-
fumania store or on the Web at
www.perfumania.com.

A leading designer is marking
the return to style with a pair of
new fragrances.

***
If you’re knocked down, you
can’t lose your guts. You need
to play with supreme confidence
or else you’ll lose again, and
then losing becomes a habit.

—Joe Paterno
***

***
Love has nothing to do with
what you are expecting to get—
only with what you are expect-
ing to give—which is everything.

—Katharine Hepburn
***

***
Trouble is a part of your life,
and if you don’t share it, you
don’t give the person who loves
you a chance to love you enough.

—Dinah Shore
***

(NAPSA)—Drip irrigation can be
a great aid to the efficient use of
water. A well-designed drip irriga-
tion system will lose practically no
water to runoff, deep percolation or
evaporation. Steady, consistent
watering can also lower plant stress,
which leads to healthier plants while
lowering your water bill. Rain Bird
offers an online step-by-step guide
to drip irrigation, in addition to inter-
active demos and a drip calculation
program to help homeowners and
contractors design and schedule drip
irrigation systems correctly. Check
it out at www.rainbird.com.

Search Information Managers
work with Web browsers and
search engines to make it easy to
save, organize and share the infor-
mation people find online. A lead-
ing Search Information Manager
available today is a PC application
that makes it easy to collect, orga-

nize and share information found
online. Called Onfolio, it’s designed
to make annotating, organizing
and searching the collected content
a straightforward process. Plus,
users can share research in docu-
ments, e-mails, HTML reports,
and Web sites. To learn more and
access a free 30-day trial, visit the
Web site at www.onfolio.com.




