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(NAPSA)—After working as a
writer, college English teacher,
bookseller, pianist, artist, and edi-
tor, Andrea Sandke admits that
her career path took a pleasantly
unexpected turn when she became
a professional Web surfer. 

“When a friend suggested that I
consider working at Yahoo!, I
didn’t know what kind of job there
would suit my background,” said
Sandke. “But when I visited the
surfing department, it just seemed
like a perfect place for people with
a variety of interests—from artis-
tic to scientific, from the technical
world to the world of popular cul-
ture. I quickly realized that all the
things I was interested in could be
applied to making the Search and
Directory better.”

Many say it’s the human touch
and expertise that differentiates
Yahoo! Search from other online
search engines, many of which
rely strictly on algorithms to pull
search results. 

As the humanities specialist,
Sandke helps oversee the part of
the directory that includes history,
literature, and philosophy. Like
her colleagues in the surfing
department, she spends a great
deal of time studying people’s
searches to help determine how
Yahoo! can best present search
results and help people find what
they are looking for, witnessing
first-hand the common mistakes
consumers make when research-
ing information online.

The most common pitfalls
include selecting search terms that
are either too specific or too vague,
or entering terms that have dual
meanings. For example, when you
type in the word “depression,” are

you a student or history buff seek-
ing facts about The Great Depres-
sion or are you hoping to find men-
tal health information? 

This is where the importance of
someone such as Sandke comes in
with the skill to direct your search
so it produces category results for
both topics. 

Tapping into her previous expe-
rience as a bookseller, she offers a
simple tip for Internet enthusi-
asts: Before conducting an online
search, imagine that you are going
up to the information desk at a
bookstore to try to describe the
book for which you’re looking.

According to Sandke, one of the
most interesting trends she has
noticed is that on Sunday nights a
lot of people have been typing in
phrases like “resignation letters.”
Said Sandke: “I just envision
these people all over the world,
facing another work week, and
feeling more than ready to move
on and make some dramatic
career change for the better.”

Perhaps they too should con-
sider becoming a Yahoo! surfer.

Professional Web Surfer Offers Tricks Of The Trade

Bookseller turned Yahoo!
Surfer Andrea Sandke shares
search tips.

Want to become a better online 
searcher? Follow these tips from the 

experts at Yahoo! Search:

Do....
• Check your spelling 
• Use quotation marks around your 

search terms for very specific 
searches (i.e., “Great Depression”)

• Explore the Yahoo! Directory 
Category Matches that match your 
search to find more in-depth results 

• Narrow down your results using 
plus or minus signs 
(i.e., “rubber+stamps”) 

• Look for “links” pages on sites that 
match your search

Don’t...
• Look only at the big Web sites. Fan 

sites or non-commercial ones 
sometimes provide more 
information than ”official” sites 

• Forget that the Internet is global. 
Regional idioms and slang are 
usually not the best search terms 
unless you are looking for actual 
cultural information on that term

• Be overly restrictive or specific on 
your first search

• Use quotation marks around your 
search terms for general searches 
because it will impede your search 
(i.e., “dogs”)  

 

(NAPSA)—In this hurried
world, even food lovers often have
to multi-task.  

Rather than spending energy
or time fiddling with dozens of
kitchen appliances—or worrying
about buying, operating and
cleaning an entire countertop of
gadgets, many people are choosing
kitchen equipment that can
accomplish a variety of tasks.

Need to mix cookie dough?
Beat dozens of eggs for omelettes?
Whisk together a soufflé? Make
smoothies for on-the-go break-
fasts, or blend margaritas for a
party?  

Efficient kitchen tools such as
the DeLonghi Stand Mixer can
accomplish all of these tasks and
more. At a mighty 800 watts, this
mixer may be the most powerful on
the market—and the only one that
incorporates a blender. Best of all,
the mixer bowl, glass blender and
three included non-stick attach-
ments—whisk, dough hook and K-
beater—are all dishwasher safe. A
dozen optional attachments include
a mini-food processor/chopper,
juicer, shredder/slicer, pasta maker
and even an all-metal meat grinder.

Sleek and classically designed
in stainless steel and die-cast alu-
minum, the mixer makes a strong
design statement in the kitchen.  

“Every kitchen needs a center-
piece,” says Meg Tipton, DeLonghi
Marketing Manager, “a high-qual-
ity appliance that enhances both
food preparation and kitchen
décor.”

The mixer earned the Good
Housekeeping Seal for its ability to
mix ingredients quickly and effi-
ciently, handle heavy loads with-
out difficulty and give food like
whipped cream smooth texture
and excellent volume. Use the

mixer to make these fun recipes:

Pound Cake 
(using the Stand Mixer's 

non-stick flat beater)

Ingredients:
1 cup butter or margarine,

softened
11⁄2 cups sugar

4 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 cups cake flour
1 teaspoon baking powder

1⁄2 teaspoon salt
1⁄4 cup of milk

Directions:
1) Preheat oven to 325°F.

Grease a 9 x 5 x 23⁄4-inch loaf
pan.

2) Attach flat beater to the
mixer head.

3) Add butter and sugar to
mixing bowl.

4) Blend thoroughly using
speed 3.

5) Gradually increase
speed to 6 and continue mix-
ing until light and fluffy.

6) Turn off mixer. Add eggs,
one at a time, blending thor-
oughly using speed 3.

7) Blend in vanilla extract,
and then turn mixer down to
speed 1.

8) Add flour, baking pow-
der, salt and milk. Scrape side
of bowl if necessary.

9) Gradually increase to
speed 3 until well-blended.

10)Pour batter into pre-
pared baking pan.

11)Bake for 55 minutes to 1
hour, or until toothpick in-
serted in the center comes out
clean.

Makes 1 loaf

Sweet Whipped Cream 
(using the Stand Mixer's stain-

less steel whisk)

Ingredients:
1 cup heavy cream
2 tablespoons sugar

1⁄2 teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions:
1) Attach whisk to mixer.

Add cream to mixing bowl.
2) Beat cream using speed

3 until foamy. Gradually in-
crease speed to maximum,
adding remaining ingredients.

3) Whip until soft peak
forms.

Makes about 2 cups
The mixer is available at

Macy’s stores nationwide. For
more information about DeLonghi
products, visit the Web site
www.delonghiusa.com or call (800)
322-3848.

Mixing It Up:Tips To Help Shorten Kitchen Tasks

One mighty mixer incorpo-
rates a blender to make multi-
tasking easier.

(NAPSA)—Homeowners who
put redecorating plans on hold
until they have enough savings
need not forgo small spruce-ups
that refresh their current sur-
roundings, say interior design pro-
fessionals. Here are a few creative
decorating ideas that won’t break
the bank.

“Swap out wall art,” suggests
Kristi Hassen of New Image Art &
Frame, Philadelphia. “You’d be
surprised at how much just relo-
cating existing posters and light-
weight prints changes the look of a
room,” she says. Such swapping is
simple with self-stick picture hang-
ers with Command adhesive from
3M, for both wire-backed or saw-
tooth frames. They adhere firmly
to nearly all flat surfaces, remove
easily without leaving any holes,
marks or traces of sticky residue
and with replacement strips, can
be used again and again.

“Add dimension to a group of
prints by including a wood carv-
ing, a decorative sconce, basket
or painted dish in the arrange-
ment,” she advises. Some light-
weight objects can be hung by
lavish ribbon from 3M hooks
with Command adhesive which
come in aquatic and bright blue,
red, hunter and aquatic green,
black and white, to name a few.

Chicago-based interior de-
signer Marc Straits of Straits
Design Associates, Ltd., offers an
ingenious idea for creating a faux
library wall to add interest along
a narrow foyer or at the top of a
staircase. Build a faux bookcase
frame with strips of wood lath,
normally used to make lattice.
(You could also use molding, but it
costs more.) Add horizontal strips
of lath as “shelves” within the
frame. Gather used books, which
are often sold by the box—for
next-to-nothing—at yard sales
and junk shops. 

Cut the bindings from the best-
preserved, leaving about a half-
inch of each cover on either side of
the spine—to provide a dimension
equal to the depth of the frame.
Then line them along the simu-
lated shelves. Ask lumberyard
staff for the appropriate adhesives
to use.

Pauline Allison, brand manager
for Command adhesive products
from 3M, adds novelty lights to
brighten up a hallway in her home.
3M decorating clips are made pre-
cisely for hanging them. She
changes the strings for holidays,
celebrations and each season.

For more information on deco-
rating with 3M Command adhe-
sive products, call 800-577-8778,
ext. 70, for a new, free brochure,
“For the Times of Your Life,” or
visit www.commandadhesive.com.

Decorating Ideas Designed To 
Stick To Your Budget

Swap out wall art to make dra-
matic changes in a room by
pulling in favorite plates, craft
show and flea market finds. The
family of self-stick hooks and
picture hangers with Command
adhesive from 3M leaves your
walls intact with neither stains
nor sticky residue. Use the prod-
u c t s  ag a i n  a n d  ag a i n  w i t h
replacement strips.

(NAPSA)—These days, when
you purchase a new PC, chances
are it has some version of Micro-
soft Windows installed on it.
There are a number of reasons for
this, the most notable of which
being that Windows has become
the industry standard-bearer in
PC-based operating systems.

While Windows is a perfectly
functional and highly powerful
operating system, there are other
options available for both busi-
ness and personal applications.
One that has a growing following
in the information technology
sector is Linux—a free download
based on robust solutions that
anyone can view, criticize or im-
prove upon.

A growing number of compa-
nies, such as Red Hat Inc. and
IBM, are touting the benefits of
Linux, and making the system
more useful by offering add-ons
that make it compatible with—
and comparable to—Windows.

Even fans of the system say
Linux can be a challenge to learn,
though it’s considered well worth
the effort. Benefits include:

• A modern, very stable, multi-
user, multitasking environment
that works with inexpensive PC

hardware—at no (or almost no)
cost for the software;

• Excellent computing power,
portability and flexibility;

• Easy networking capability
built into the operating system;

• Connectivity to other propri-
etary networks, including Micro-
soft, Apple and Novell;

• Dozens of excellent, free,
general-interest applications; and

• Hundreds of specialized
applications built by researchers
around the world.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.ibm.com/linux.

Understanding The Benefits Of Linux

Many small businesses are
looking into alternative operating
systems for their PCs.
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