
6

(NAPSA)—Increasingly, Inter-
net users are discovering a bother-
some problem and an intriguing
solution.

As home Internet use grows in
popularity, the ability to “share” a
broadband Internet connection
among multiple computers is
increasingly important. A solution
is to install a local area network
(LAN). For many homeowners the
mere idea conjures up visions of
difficulty, frustration and outra-
geous expense.

Fortunately, installing and
maintaining a home network is
easier and less expensive than
many might think. For example,
NETGEAR, one of the industry’s
largest providers of wired and
wireless networking solutions for
home and small office users can
help you establish a simple LAN
for around $100 to $200 and offers
a wide variety of flexible cost-
effective and easy-to-install net-
working solutions. 

First, you have to decide which
technology is best for you:

• Ethernet—the “traditional”
networking standard connecting
desktop or laptop computers to
hubs, switches, routers, or other
computers. Data speed is typically
up to 100Mbps.

• Wireless—users establish a
LAN wirelessly through an access
point or wireless router. Client
computers connect through a vari-
ety of wireless adapters. Access
points plug into an existing net-
work to allow wireless access to
that network. Wireless routers
plug into the broadband modem to
establish a wireless network. Data
transfer rates may reach 11Mbps. 

• Phone line—uses existing
phone wires in a home or office to
connect computers to the network.

Phoneline networks utilize special
routers and network interface
adapters to establish a LAN
through standard phone jacks.
Maximum data transfer speed is
10Mbps. 

• Powerline—a very new tech-
nology lets users plug into standard
power outlets and easily establish a
LAN using the building’s existing
electrical lines and wall sockets. As
with phoneline networking, each
computer requires a special device.
Data speed is around 10Mbps. 

Once you decide what you want,
NETGEAR makes it easy for you to
install your LAN using powerful
“Smart Set-Up Wizard” software
that automatically detects your
Internet connection and 24/7 tech-
nical support.

The company’s Web site,
http://www.netgear.com/go/howto,
offers information on how to
establish a network and even pro-
vides a product selector to help
you determine exactly what equip-
ment you need and offers a shop-
ping list so you can order the
equipment. NETGEAR’s products
are available at leading retailers
nationwide.

A Network Of One’s Own

Many families find a home net-
work can be easy to install and a
good way to work out who gets
to go online.

An Inviting Guest Room
(NAPSA)—Your guests may

think there’s no place like your
home for the holidays, if you follow
a few tips to help make your guest
room inviting.

The cleaning experts at The
Maids Home Services suggest:

• Dust, vacuum and remove
debris from ceiling lights. Use a
damp sponge to remove pet fur
from the furniture.

• Wash windows and window
coverings.

• Leave fresh towels and wash-
cloths out in the guest room, plus
a new toothbrush and toothpaste.

• Leave reading material next
to the bed. Make sure there is a
reading lamp.

• No time to clean up before
guests arrive? Consider a maid
service. Choose a service that is
bonded and has employee accident
and liability coverage, such as The
Maids Home Services. For more
information, visit www.maids.
com.  

Expecting guests? Make an
effort to keep the family pet out
of the guest room.

(NAPSA)—Keeping pets happy,
healthy and warm during colder
weather may be easier with some
tips from the experts. 

“There are a variety of dangers
associated with cold weather and
pets,” says Dr. Kathleen Neuhoff,
American Animal Hospital Associ-
ation (AAHA) president. “Pet own-
ers can take a few simple steps to
ensure that their pet braves the
cold winter months.”

AAHA offers the following tips:
• Take pets for a checkup

before cold weather kicks in. Your
veterinarian can check for medical
problems that might make your
pet more vulnerable to the cold. 

• Keep pets inside as much as
you can when the mercury drops.
If you must leave your pet outside,
provide  appropr iate  shel ter
against the wind, thick bedding
and nonfrozen water.

• Depending on their size, age,
health and thickness of their fur,
some animals are more vulnerable
to cold than others. No pets
should stay outside for unlimited
amounts of time in extremely cold
weather.

• Pets that go outside can accu-
mulate rock salt, ice and chemical
ice melts in their foot pads. To
keep pads from getting chapped
and raw, wipe their feet with a
washcloth when pets come inside.

• Cats will curl up against
almost anything to stay warm—
including car engines. Before you
start your engine, check beneath
the hood or make a lot of noise by
honking the horn or rapping on
the hood. 

• If you light a fire or plug in a
space heater, keep it safely out of
range of tails and paws. Pets can
burn themselves or knock a heat

source over, endangering the
entire household. 

• Be particularly gentle with
elderly and arthritic pets during
the winter. The cold can leave
their joints extremely stiff and
tender and they may become more
awkward than usual. Consider
modifying their environment to
make it easier for them to get
around.

Frostbite and hypothermia are
dangerous possibilities in the win-
ter. Frostbite happens when the
ears, paws or tail get cold enough
that ice crystals form in the tissue
and cause damage. If you suspect
frostbite, bring your pet into a
warm environment immediately,
soak the extremities in warm
water for about 20 minutes, and
visit the veterinarian.

Hypothermia, or body temper-
ature that is below normal,
occurs when animals are overex-
posed to cold temperatures.
Symptoms can range from shiv-
ering and lethargy in mild cases
to stiff muscles, low heart and
breathing rates, and unrespon-
siveness.  If  you notice these
symptoms, warm your pet and
seek care immediately.

When you’re outside with your
pets during the winter, watch
them for signs of discomfort. If
they whine, shiver, seem anxious,
slow down or stop moving, or start
to look for warm places to burrow,
they need to be taken inside.

The American Animal Hospital
Association is an international
organization of more than 27,000
veterinary care providers who
treat companion animals. For
more information or to find an
AAHA hospital near you, visit
www.healthypet.com.

Protecting Pets From The Big Chill

(NAPSA)—Take a break and
enjoy this holiday season relaxing
with friends and family. Following
are a few simple tips to make this
holiday season more stress-free
and enjoyable:

Holiday Baking: Many of the
new ovens on the market allow
you to bake your food—from cook-
ies to pies to turkeys—in half the
time. Imagine baking your holiday
turkey in just an hour or two.
Cookies will bake in just three or
four minutes. There are other ben-
efits to this new breed of ovens:
they’re energy efficient, require
little preheating and allow food to
become brown and crispy (unlike
microwaves). For detailed infor-
mation about a variety of new
ovens visit www.thisoldhouse.com. 

Decorating and Gift-Giving: If
you’re like many people today, you
take pride in making decorations
for your home, as well as many of
the gifts you give for the holidays.
This is traditionally very time-con-
suming and often requires starting
your gift-making as early as sum-
mer. A new sewing machine that’s a
computer, the Pfaff Creative 2140,
lets you complete your projects in
just a fraction of the time. This
Pfaff sewing machine with dual
feed automatically adjusts tension
and cuts thread, remembers
exactly which stitch the machine
was on when the pattern was last
stitched, and has an auto function
which allows the user to repeat the
same pattern many times. So you
can make multiple towels at the
same time, automatically, and have

them on hand as creative hostess
gifts. These and many other ideas
are available at www.pfaffusa.com.

Gift-Wrapping: As you listen to
holiday music and wrap all of
those wonderful gifts you made,
try these simple tips to package
your presents more quickly and
with less frustration. Easy-to-use
tapes like Duck Brand’s One
Touch Tape make taping presents
a snap—one hand can hold the
paper while the other hand can
apply and cut the tape. A simple
trick: use a yardstick to tear long
pieces of wrapping paper to give
you a crisp, clean edge. 

Stress-free solutions like these
will help give you a chance to
enjoy the magic of the holiday
season this year.

To Enjoy The Holidays Even More This Year,
Try These Easy Ways To Reduce Stress.

Creating personalized gifts,
like this beautiful bear, can be
done in a fraction of the time
with high-tech sewing machines.

(NAPSA)—Stress doesn’t have
to put a damper on merriment this
holiday season. Taking these tips
to heart can help turn tension into
a ghost of Christmas past:

1. Shop early, at one loca-
tion. The sooner you get started on
your holiday shopping spree, the
better off you’ll be. See if you can
narrow down the number of stops
by finding a diverse, useful store
that offers delightful gifts for every-
one on your list. Your local mall, for
instance, offers one-stop shop alter-
natives such as Bath & Body
Works, where you’ll find a variety of
gifts to rejuvenate the senses and
lift the spirits.

2. Get organized. Make a list
of everything that needs to be
done, from shopping to entertain-
ing to decorating, and divvy up
the work you need to accomplish
between family and friends.
There’s no need to do everything
yourself—and the feeling of being
overwhelmed is a major contribu-
tor to stress.

3. Have extra holiday gifts
on hand. When unexpected
guests arrive, a simple something
can go a long way toward making
them feel welcome. Some sugges-
tions include festive and fragrant
candles, pampering personal prod-
ucts and beautifully wrapped
soaps and lotions.

4. Pamper yourself—and
others. Taking time out for your-
self is key to keeping calm during
this busy season. Try Bath & Body

Works’ Slipper Set to comfort your
feet after a hard day of holiday
shopping or a therapeutic Aro-
matherapy product such as a Holi-
day Cylinder filled with lotion,
bath oil, mist or scrub in three
soothing, relaxing and energizing
scents. Both of these gift ideas
provide yourself or your loved
ones an air of happiness.

5. Celebrate life. Take some
time and treat yourself to a mas-
sage or relax and soak in a sooth-
ing bath. When you feel fresh and
rejuvenated, you’re much more
likely to appreciate, and revel in,
the magic of the holiday season.
Remember, it only comes around
once a year.

For additional tips on tackling
holiday stress, you can visit
www.bathandbodyworks.com.

Simple Tips To Help Relieve Holiday Stress

A terrific holiday gift—for
yourself or someone else—is the
gift of stress reduction.

Easy Organizing
(NAPSA)—Tis the season to be

jolly—not overwhelmed with
organizing holiday addresses,
card and gift lists. Fortunately,
an easy and affordable Web ser-
vice may bring you just a few
clicks away from a simpler, less
stressful holiday season.

Within minutes of logging on to
Christmas Between Friends
(www.ChristmasBetweenFriends.
com),  users are organizing
addresses, printing labels and mak-
ing lists for cards to send and gifts
to give. The service’s easy-to-use
interface and multiple holiday-
themed screens make it a fun way
to get organized for the holidays.

New from Seasonal Experiences
LLC, Christmas Between Friends
allows users to create and print hol-
iday address, card and gift lists for
families or individuals. Subscribers
can also add comments on gifts, cards
and thank you notes sent and
received and print address labels,
all from one easy-to-access location
on the Web. All user information is
entered over a secure connection
protected by a unique username and
password. Data is saved for many
years, making the service a simple
and safe way to track holiday giving
and receiving year after year. A
single year subscription costs 
$5.99;  to learn more,  or to 
start a subscription, log on to
www.ChristmasBetweenFriends.com.




