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(NAPSA)—Now that J.K. Rowl-
ing’s literary wizard Harry Potter
has made it cool for kids to wear
glasses, parents can concentrate
on what really matters to their
bespectacled children: style.

In many ways,
the styles in chil-
dren ’s  eyewear
reflect trends in
adult glasses. How-
ever, because of the
rough-and-tumble
wear that young-
sters’ frames must
withstand, it’s impor-

tant to look for designs that are
made with quality materials that
will stand up to being worn while

“hard at play.”
O n e  l e a d i n g

designer and pro-
ducer of eyewear,
Safilo Group, has cre-
ated 21 new frames
for children which
combines style with
craftsmanship for
frames that are com-

fortable and wear well.
• Safilo Elasta (unisex styles

for tweens and teens)—New, flexi-
ble steel temples are made with
argeste, a flat stainless steel com-
parable to surgical stainless steel,
making temples more flexible and
comfortable than those made with
regular steel. This allows for
lighter temples, increased comfort
and better shape retention. Com-
plete with Safilo Elasta 16 spring-
hinges, which are known for their
quality and comfort enhancement,
the new styles include three met-
als and one injected nylon in mod-
ified rectangular and geometric
shapes.

• Chesterfield Kids (unisex

styles for tweens and teens)—
Geared for ages 8 to 14, these
glasses are crafted with the “Flex-
olite Bridge,” which was designed
to reduce breakage, increase com-
fort and enhance overall durabil-
ity. Four metal styles incorporate
modified and regular rectangular
and oval shapes.

• Fossil (girl, boy and unisex
styles for kids, tweens and teens)—
For the youngster who leads an
active lifestyle and looks to mimic
an adult counterpart, Fossil offers
titanium styles that are strong,
lightweight, corrosion-resistant
and feature flex hinges. They offer
immense comfort, decreased break-
age and require fewer adjust-
ments. Four new sporty metal
styles are offered in modified oval
and rectangular shapes. 

• Nine West Kids (girl styles
for kids, tweens and teens)—
Offering a rare combination of
sleekness, affordability and con-
temporary, trendy styling, these
styles feature decorative temples
and flex hinges. Four new metal
and two plastic acetate styles are
offered in funky double- and

triple-laminate colors and fashion-
able color fades.

• Polo Prep (girl and boy styles
for kids and tweens)—A combina-
tion of unisex and female chil-
dren’s frames with flex hinges for
stylish and sophisticated 6 to 12
year olds. Offered in classic and
flavorful dual-tone colors.

“Mimicking their elders for
fashion trends is important in the
appeal of children’s eyewear, but
what is most important is to pro-
duce a quality product with high-
tech materials, such as titanium,
and new technologies,” says Dick
Russo, senior vice president of
sales for Safilo USA. “Our flexible,
flat stainless steel temples,
stronger bridges and spring
hinges, and other features are
important in meeting both par-
ents’ and children’s needs.”

Safilo Group is one of the
world’s leaders in the design, pro-
duction and distribution of quality
eyeglasses and sunglasses for
brands that also include Burberry,
Christian Dior, Gucci, Ralph Lau-
ren, Valentino and Yves Saint
Laurent.

The latest eyewear for children
combines style with craftsman-
ship for frames that are comfort-
able and wear well.

Choosing Children’s Eyeglasses That Will Stand Up To Wear And Tear
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(NAPSA)—Despite your best
prevention efforts, a home fire
may still occur. At the first sign of
smoke or fire, you must act calmly,
carefully and quickly. This means
you should develop an effective
escape plan and practice it often to
help you react appropriately in a
fire emergency. Fire safety experts
at The Hartford Financial Services
Group, Inc. point out that when
you create your plan, be sure to
include everyone in your family, as
well as your pets. They offer these
suggestions:

• Plan two ways out of
every room. If fire blocks a pri-
mary exit, you will need a second
way out. If you live in a two-story
home, consider whether you will
escape through a window, roof or
balcony, and if you will need a
portable fire escape ladder. Evalu-
ate each escape route for ease of
access, and eliminate clutter on
stairs and in hallways.

Make sure windows are not
blocked or painted shut. If you
have window security bars, be
sure they have quick-release
mechanisms that everyone can
operate. Locked doors should be
easy to open from the inside.

It’s usually easier to get out of
a ground floor bedroom, especially
for people who may have physical
restrictions that limit their ability
to escape. If you or family mem-
bers have mobility difficulties,
consider sleeping in ground floor
rooms to get out more easily. 

• Establish a meeting place
outside. Safety experts at The

Hartford suggest you select one
location where everyone will
meet after escaping so you can
account for everyone and quickly
notify firefighters if someone is
missing. Choose an area away
from the house, preferably in the
front yard where firefighters will
arrive. During a fire, do not allow
anyone to go back into the house
for any reason. If someone is
missing, notify the firefighters,
who are properly equipped to res-
cue people. 

A free booklet called Fire Sense:
A Smart Way to Prevent, Detect and
Escape Home Fires is available by
writing to: The Hartford, Fire
Sense, 200 Executive Blvd., South-
ington, CT 06489 or by visiting
www.thehartford.com/firesense.

Plan For A Safe Escape 

If fire or smoke blocks a primary
exit, you will need a second way
out.

(NAPSA)—Each year, nearly
14 million dogs visit a veterinar-
ian for surgery. Some procedures
are routine, including the seven
million spays and neuters per-
formed annually. Others are as
advanced as bone fracture repair.
All, however, have one thing in
common: pain. Studies show that
while dog owners worry about
their pets’ surgeries, they often
inadvertently forget that once a
procedure is over, the pain doesn’t
end.

“Imagine your first few hours
in the recovery room following a
hysterectomy or cruciate ligament
repair,” says veterinarian Dr.
Bernadine Cruz. “Now consider
what post-surgical life has been
like for some pets undergoing
these surgical procedures without
pain medication.”

Industry studies show nearly
one-third of dogs recovering from
surgical procedures are not
treated for postoperative pain.

Dr. Bernie Hansen, a veteri-
nary-pain specialist, says it was
once believed that a certain degree
of pain was necessary to immobilize
an animal to prevent reinjury and
damage to surgical sites. This
belief, he says, must change. 

“Surgery is always painful for
pets,” says Hansen. “Postoperative
pain can last a few days for com-
mon surgeries such as spays or
neuters and as long as several
weeks for orthopedic surgery
involving bones and joints. Even a
relatively minor procedure is tiring,
stressful and induces behavioral
changes consistent with pain.”

Veterinarians now have a new
option to treat dogs for postopera-

tive pain. The popular canine med-
ication, Rimadyl, was recently
approved by the FDA for postoper-
ative pain management. The med-
ication offers a longer duration of
pain control (24 hours per dose)
than current pain relievers. In
addition, it can be administered by
pet owners during at-home recov-
ery. Since 1997, Rimadyl has been
prescribed to more than five mil-
lion dogs to treat arthritis pain.

“Veterinarians today recognize
that animals feel pain just as peo-
ple do,” says Hansen. “No matter
what type of surgery, dogs should
be given analgesic therapy long
enough to provide comfort during
recovery.”

Treating Pets for Surgical Pain

The FDA has approved a med-
ication to relieve post-surgical
pain for dogs. Each year, nearly
14 million dogs undergo a surgi-
cal procedure.

(NAPSA)—More than one half
of all charitable donations are
made during the holiday season,
but even the most generous
among us would benefit from
learning more about our charities’
business. Do you know that some
of America’s best-known charities
spend less than 50 percent of
donations on their stated causes?
And, that some non-profits spend
almost as much on fund raising as
they do on actual programs?

Charitable organizations are
required to file financial information
with the Internal Revenue Service,
which is then public record. You can
review free evaluations of more than
1,700 charities at Charity Navigator
(www.charitynavigator.org), an inde-
pendent site with information solely
based on charities’ IRS filings.

Charity Navigator recommends
you ask these questions before donat-
ing money this holiday season:

Can you clearly identify
your charity’s mission?

If a charity struggles in articu-
lating its mission and its programs,
it will probably struggle in deliver-
ing those programs. The most effi-
cient organizations can explain what
they’re trying to accomplish, and
usually have a singularity of pur-
pose and a commitment to focused
institutional change.

Can your charity define its
short-term and long-term goals?

Good organizations relish telling
you what they are working toward
today and tomorrow. Organizations
without quantifiable goals have no
way to measure success or the effi-
cacy of their work.

How is your charity pro-
gressing toward its stated goals?

In a crowded marketplace, good
intentions alone are not sufficient to
warrant your charitable support. What
are the charity’s results? It’s not
enough to merely be concerned with
a problem. An organization should
have a results-oriented bottom line.

Can you trust your charity?
The overwhelming majority of

U.S. charities are well managed, as
well as responsible and honest.
Don’t support a charity until you
feel comfortable with it. Industry
watchdogs, including Charity Navi-
gator, recommend that an organiza-
tion spend at least 75 percent of

raised funds on intended programs,
and some actually spend a much
higher percentage. If you feel
uncomfortable with anything you
learn during your research, contact
the organization’s president and ask
the questions you need answered.

Are you willing to make a
long-term commitment to your
organization?

Intelligent giving is not influ-
enced by a 30-second commercial.
Instead, it should be motivated by
altruism, knowledge, and trust.
Look hard and find an organization
to which you’re willing to make a
long-term commitment. When you
find that charity, give it your dol-
lars, tell it you’ll be there through
thick and thin, and then continue to
support it. Only then will long-term
sustainable change take place.

Giving to charity is an impor-
tant part of how Americans cele-
brate the holidays. Our generosity
during this special season helps
feed the hungry, shelter the home-
less and clothe the poor through-
out the year. And giving feels
good, knowing that our money will
help others in need. If you want
your good deed to make the most
difference, it’s worth spending a
few minutes to ensure that your
chosen organization is making
good on its promises.

Season’s Warnings:
Some Non-Profits Are Not So Charitable
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