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Solving Life’s Little Mysteries With The Help Of The Internet

(NAPSA)—Why does the
United States have a military
base in Cuba? Why is New York
City nicknamed “The Big Apple?”
Is it true that there are blue-
tinted people living in the moun-
tains of Kentucky?

In the days before the Inter-
net, finding the answers to these
questions would have required
slogging through encyclopedias
and newspaper archives. Today,
answers to life’s little mysteries
can easily be found with some
simple searching.

A great place to start is Ask
Yahoo! (http://ask.yahoo.com).
First launched in 1998, it’s a fun
and entertaining service run by
Yahoo!’s searchers.

From the sublime (What is
Zen?) to the ridiculous (How do
they shoot a person from a
cannon without injuring him?),
readers can find the answer to
almost anything on Ask Yahoo!.
Since the service keeps an ar-
chive of answers, readers may
find that they can satisfy almost
any curiosity right at their
fingertips.

Ask Yahoo! is the only online
service available that uses
human beings to provide answers
to life’s most puzzling questions
for free. Each day, the Yahoo!
Search editorial team chooses the
questions that are the most inter-
esting, entertaining, original or
timely. They then conduct a com-
prehensive online search to find
the most relevant and meaning-
ful answer to the day’s most com-
pelling question. But they don’t
stop there.

“Along with finding answers to
our readers’ questions, we also pro-
vide a step-by-step process explain-
ing how the answer was uncov-
ered,” said Srinija Srinivasan,
editor-in-chief at Yahoo!, Inc. “So,
Ask Yahoo! is not only plain good
fun, but also a great way to learn
how to search more effectively on
your own with tricks of the trade
from expert searchers.”

Who Asks Yahoo!?

On an average day, Ask Yahoo!
receives questions from readers of
all ages looking to unravel some of
the world’s puzzles. Teachers
frequently go to the site for
answers to social studies and sci-
ence questions that have left them
stumped. Parents often consult it
to help answer their children’s
questions. In some cases, kids go
straight to the source (Why am I
right-handed, but my brother is
left-handed?).

But, if you're a student looking
for homework answers, and you're
thinking about asking Yahoo!, you
may want to think again!

“We receive a lot of questions
that sound suspiciously like home-
work questions,” said Srinivasan.
“Don’t worry teachers, we always
avoid answering them!”

As for other questions that Ask
Yahoo! avoids answering?

“Don’t even get me started on
the one about the chicken and the
egg,” added Srinivasan.

That’s likely a question that
keeps getting “hatched” time
and time again. Looking for a lit-
tle enlightenment of your own?
Go ahead and Ask Yahoo! at
http://ask.yahoo.com.

The Ask Yahoo! Top 10

The Ask Yahoo! specialists recently voted
for their all-time favorite Ask Yahoo!
questions. Below are the winners:

® What is Silly Putty made of?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20010406.html)

 How does a Zamboni work?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20020115.html)

e What is the meaning of life?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/19981215.html)

e Why does buttered bread always land
butter-side down?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/19990914.html)

* How do | deep-fry a furkey?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20011207. html)

* How do they shoot a person from a
cannon unharmed?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20000705. html)

e [sis true that Walt Disney’s hody is

frozen?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20000114.himl)

e Why do lemmings commit mass suicide?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20010725.html)

o Was Amityville Horror a true story and,

if so, what's the house doing now?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20000719.himl)

 How many Punxsutawney Phils have
there been since the first Groundhog
Day?
(http://ask.yahoo.com/ask/20020201.html)
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