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(NAPSA)—Window washing
tops the list in a recent survey of
the most important home cleaning
projects. It’s also the job people
dread most. Take heart, and take
the sweat out of window cleaning
with advice from the pros. Con-
sider using a high-quality squeegee
to get fast, streak-free results with
little effort. 

Windows are a gateway to the
beautiful outdoors. When they’re
sparkling clean, you can proudly
throw open those blinds and enjoy
your colorful gardens, breathtak-
ing vistas, or your children at play.

Whether you take on the whole
house or just the patio door that’s
seen a few too many sticky fin-
gers and dog noses, it’s easier
than you may think. Just remem-
ber a few tips. Avoid hot or windy
days, which encourage streaking.
Choose a mild, soapy window
cleaner rather than brands con-
taining ammonia or alcohol—they
also promote evaporation and
streaks. A good choice is Ettore
Squeegee-Off™ window cleaning
soap.

As with any job, good tools are
the key to success; you’ll need a
squeegee, scrubber and lint-free
cloth. More than 75 percent of win-
dow-cleaning professionals choose
Ettore squeegees and scrubbers,
such as the Ettore Master™, avail-
able at hardware and home centers
across the country.

1. Inside, lay a towel on the
windowsill. Apply a small amount
of solution to a damp scrubber and
lightly scrub the window in a cir-
cular motion to loosen dirt.

2. Begin the squeegee process
by cutting in a dry edge down the
side of the window. To do so, tip
the squeegee slightly so that
about an inch of the blade touches
the window and pull down verti-
cally. This provides a dry edge to
anchor the horizontal strokes that
follow.

3. Starting at the top, use hori-
zontal strokes overlapped by
about 11⁄2 inches, squeegee off the
solution, wiping the blade be-
tween each pass with the cloth.
Wipe down the sill and inside win-
dow tracks.

4. Outside, use a bucket of
solution since run-off isn’t an
issue. Remove screens, wash both
sides with scrubber and solution,
rinse and let air-dry. Apply clean-
ing solution to the window with
the scrubber and squeegee off as
directed in steps #2 and #3.

5. Re-hang the dry screens and
enjoy the view. Retire to the back-
yard with a cool lemonade and
savor the results and time saved
by washing windows the profes-
sional way.

For more information about the
company’s full line of squeegees,
scrubbers, extension poles, dust-
ers and professional window
cleaning solution, visit a hard-
ware store or home center; visit
the website at www.ettore.com or
call 800-4-ETTORE.

Window Cleaning? No Sweat!

Window washing doesn’t have
to be a “pane” with the help of a
professional style squeegee and
a few tips.

(NAPSA)—Whether enjoying
the lazy days of summer or fun in
the summer sun, everyone is out-
doors more, even dogs and cats. 

“During the hot summer
months, pets need help keeping
cool,” said Gary Batey, Vice Presi-
dent, Division Merchandising
Manager—Pets for Wal-Mart
Stores, Inc. 

Batey offers these simple tips
so pets will have a happy, healthy
summer.

• Never leave pets in a
locked car.

Even on a moderate day, over-
head sun on a parked car can
quickly push the temperature to
dangerous levels. In these condi-
tions, your pet can quickly become
uncomfortable, even seriously ill. 

• Check the water bowl
often.

All pets need continual sup-
plies of fresh water, especially in
the summer heat. Make sure the
water bowls can’t tip over and
refresh the water bowls often. 

• Avoid midday walks on
hot blacktop.

When going for a walk, remem-
ber that dogs don’t wear shoes.
Dogs’ paws are sensitive and burn
easily on hot surfaces. Also, exer-
tion and intense exercise should
be avoided during the middle part
of the day and reserved for the
early morning and late afternoon. 

• Provide a shady refuge. 
When outside, animals must

always have a shady and shel-
tered place to rest. An outdoor dog
house or kennel should be well
ventilated and located in the
shade. Allowing a dog access to a
child’s shallow wading pool, filled
with an appropriate amount of
clean water, can keep it cool dur-
ing the heat of the day.

• Watch for symptoms of
heat stroke.

Unlike humans, dogs and cats
don’t cool themselves by sweat-

ing. Instead, they pant. However,
panting is not as efficient as
sweating and makes it more diffi-
cult to cope with summer heat. 

The first symptoms of heat-
stroke are laborious panting;
drooling; warm, dry skin; an anx-
ious attitude; and a bright red
tongue and gums. Immediate
emergency care is required for an
animal suffering from heatstroke.
The animal should be cooled down
by being placed in a tub of cool
water or wrapped in cool damp
cloths and taken to a veterinary
hospital. 

Certain animals are particu-
larly sensitive to heatstroke. For
example, young, old and over-
weight animals; animals with
shortened muzzles like bulldogs,
pugs, and Persian cats; animals
with heart or respiratory prob-
lems; and animals with thick,
heavy coats can overheat quickly. 

Follow these tips and keep vet-
erinarian phone numbers on hand
for a safe summer season. 

Visit a Wal-Mart for summer
pet supplies like non-tip bowls,
water dispensers that hold liters
of water, galvanized waterers that
maintain a constant supply of
fresh water and dog houses. 

Pet Care Tips For The Dog Days of Summer

(NAPSA)—Thousands of dogs
and cats needlessly suffer and
many die each year by accidental
ingestion of household poisons,
including pesticides, popular
houseplants, medication and com-
mon foods.

The ASPCA Animal Poison Con-
trol Center, the only animal poison
center in North America, offers
advice to pet owners about the
many household products that can
be dangerous and even deadly to
their four-legged family members.

• Mothballs, potpourri oils, cof-
fee grounds, homemade play-
dough, fabric softener sheets,
dishwashing detergent, batteries,
cigarettes, alcoholic drinks, pen-
nies and hand and foot warmers
can be dangerous for your pet.

• Keep all prescription and
over-the-counter medications out
of your pets’ reach, preferably in
closed/locked cabinets above the
counter. Painkillers, cold medi-
cines, antidepressants, vitamins
and diet pills can be lethal to ani-
mals, even in small doses.

• Read all of the information
on the label before using a product
on your pet or in your home. If a
product is for use only on dogs, it
should never be used on cats; if a
product is for use only on cats, it
should never be used on dogs.

• Be aware of the plants you
have in your home and yard. The
ingestion of azalea, oleander, sago
palm or yew plant materials by
your pet can be fatal. Easter lily,
day lily, tiger lily and some other
lily species can cause kidney fail-
ure in cats.

• Make sure your pets do not
go on lawns or in gardens treated
with fertilizers, herbicides or
insecticides until they have dried
completely. Always store such

products in areas that are inacces-
sible to your pets. If you are
uncertain about the usage of any
product, ask the manufacturer
and/or your veterinarian for
instructions.

• Be alert for antifreeze/coolant
leaking from your vehicle. Animals
are attracted to the sweet taste
and ingesting just a small amount
can cause an animal’s death. Con-
sider using animal-friendly prod-
ucts that contain propylene glycol
rather than ethylene glycol.

• When using rat, mouse, snail
or slug baits, or ant or roach
traps, place the products in areas
that are inaccessible to your pet.
Some bait contains sweet-smelling
inert ingredients, such as jelly,
peanut butter or sugar that can
attract your pets.

• Call your veterinarian or the
ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center (1-888-426-4435) if you
suspect that your pet has ingested
something poisonous.

For more information on the
ASPCA Animal Poison Control
Center, visit the Web site at
www.apcc.aspca.org.

Common Household Items Can Poison Pets

There are many household
items that can pose a poisonous
threat to dogs and cats.

New Web Site Gives
Quick Custom Vacations

(NAPSA)—Within a few min-
utes, travelers can now obtain a
wide range of online custom Euro-
pean and Latin American holidays
from a new service. It’s the only
available travel Web site that
allows users to build their own
custom vacation and get a pack-
age price.

This new, comprehensive online
travel service offers vacationers
airline, hotel, rental car, rail, other
guided or independent city tours,
lake or river steamer segments
and other package components—
plus research, availability and
pricing options. You can start plan-
ning your vacation on the site —
design your own vacation or
search for one of the many pack-
ages already built. Set your prefer-
ences and within minutes your
price quote appears.

In addition to all airlines, the
site offers users 115 European,
South American, and Mexican
destinations, 1,600 three and four-
star hotels and multiple rental car
companies. It’s been called total
choice control at your fingertips:
you build your own itinerary, cus-
tomize an existing package or
select a pre-set package. Every-
thing from visiting Mayan ruins
to vineyards in France to a Ger-
man Christmas or Indian markets
in Ecuador can be readily
accessed on the site.

It’s a product of Rail Europe
Group (now expanding to many
Central and South American desti-
nations), an established travel com-
pany that each year provides more
than a million North Americans
with diversified travel products.
For quick custom vacations, see the
Web site: e-vacations.com.(NAPSA)—Experts say you

don’t have to pay through the nose
to give the travel industry a shot
in the arm, especially if you’re
willing to let your PC be your
travel agent. Online discount
travel services can make it easy to
find bargain rates and fares, pro-
vided you know how to use them. 

Try these tips for finding inex-
pensive trips:

Understand The System
In most cases, an airline will

fly a scheduled flight, whether it
sells 25 or 125 reservations. The
airline must pay for flight atten-
dants, pilots, gas, and many
other fixed expenses, regardless
of the passenger load. In order to
fill vacancies and offset costs,
travel companies often sell their
unsold seats, hotel rooms and
rental cars at large discounts
rather than make no money at
all. That’s where discount travel
sites come in.  Sites such as
Hotwire (www.hotwire.com) sell
airline tickets, hotel rooms and
rental cars that would ordinarily
go unused at a discount from their
normal prices. The site is part-
nered with most major airlines,
hotels, and car rental companies
to offload excess inventory. The
key is to be flexible for the best
discounts. 

Use Your Flexibility
Looking for the best possible

price? Discount travel sites like
Hotwire often sell airline tickets
at discounts of up to 50 percent
and hotel rooms discounted up to
70 percent with one caveat—you
must be flexible. For example,
when buying airline tickets with

Hotwire, you choose the dates you
want to travel and the origina-
tion/destination cities. You won’t
know the exact flight time or
which major airline you’re flying
until after purchase, however.
This is how Hotwire is able to
negotiate such deep discounts—by
using your flexibility to get better
deals from their airline partners.

Not willing to be flexibile?
Then you may not find the
absolute lowest price. If you
absolutely must be somewhere at
a particular time, you’ll probably
end up paying for the extra conve-
nience.

Shop Around
One of the great things about

the Internet is that it allows you
to check several travel Web sites
and decide for yourself which
offering has the best value. Since
most discount sites, like Hotwire,
show the price up front, you
shouldn’t need to go through the
hassle of guessing on a bidding
site for a low price.

For more information visit
www.hotwire.com.

Understanding Online Travel Sites

Knowing how online travel
sites work can help you find the
best deals.

***
Advice is like snow; the softer
it falls, the longer it dwells upon,
and the deeper it sinks into the
mind.

—Samuel Taylor Coleridge
***

***
Confidence, like art, never
comes from having all the
answers. It comes from being
open to all the questions.

—Earl Gary Stevens
***

***
The only thing I regret about
my past is the length of it. If I
had to live my life again, I’d
make the same mistakes, only
sooner.

—Tallulah Bankhead
***




