
6

(NAPSA)—When our nation’s
air system was shut down as a
result of the attacks by terrorists
on Sept. 11, it underscored the
critical role our highway system
plays in the daily lives of citizens,
the country’s economy and in
national defense.

“The shutdown of the air sys-
tem could have led to a major dis-
ruption in our economy, but
needed products and materials,
including mail, that usually were
delivered by air arrived at their
destinations by road instead,” said
William M. Wilkins, executive
director of The Road Information
Program (TRIP), a nonprofit
transportation research group
based in Washington, D.C. 

“During this critical period, it
was very important for us to keep
people and commerce moving,” he
added.

All of a sudden, there was a
need for emergency rescue ser-
vices to be moved quickly to the
affected areas. The immediate res-
cue response to the tragic events
required emergency vehicles, per-
sonnel and equipment to arrive on
the scene. Heavy construction
equipment was needed at the
scene to remove debris and help in
the search for survivors. At the
same time, there was a need for
people near the scene to move
quickly and out of harm’s way. 

In the days afterward, when
people had to get home, vehicles
were rented and borrowed. Goods
and services that normally were
delivered by air now were being
transported on roads. Needed
mail delivery, freight, products
and services all were now primar-
ily dependent on our nation’s road
system.

Wilkins also pointed out that
the nation’s road and bridge sys-
tem also is playing a key role in
providing the mobility needed for
our military to assure homeland
security. In fact, our interstate sys-
tem was initially built as a way of
providing for our national defense.

“The ability of our nation to
quickly move military equipment,
supplies and troops across our
country is without question an
integral part of providing home-
land security,” Wilkins said.

On the eve of World War II,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt
recommended that Congress fund
a highway system “designed to
meet the requirements of the
national defense and the needs of

a growing peacetime traffic.”
Later, when President Dwight

D. Eisenhower and other key
political figures were advocating
the need for the nation to build a
system of interstate highways in
the 1950s, the chief reason they
wanted it built was to help secure
the national defense at a time
when the Cold War was a threat
to homeland security.

“President Eisenhower recog-
nized the role an efficient road
and bridge system plays in provid-
ing mobility for our nation’s mili-
tary, and the events of Sept. 11
have again emphasized the criti-
cal role transportation plays in
national defense,” Wilkins said. 

That is why the official name
for our interstates is the “Dwight
D. Eisenhower System of Inter-
state and Defense Highways.” 

The role transportation plays in
homeland security is why the U.S.
Department of Transportation
established a new Transportation
Security Administration, and the
American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Offi-
cials (AASHTO) has set up a Task
Force on Transportation Security.

Wilkins pointed out that our
nation’s ability to evacuate an area
during times of emergency is
dependent upon our ability to pro-
vide a sufficient network of roads
that can enable people and vehicles
to move quickly during a crisis.

“As our nation prepares to
address possible threats to our
homeland security, it is essential
that we make sure that we have a
transportation system that pro-
vides the military and the public
with needed mobility in times of
crisis. We need to make sure in
the years ahead that the mobility
provided by our road and bridge
system does not break down
because of our inability to effec-
tively relieve traffic congestion,”
he concluded.

Nation’s Road And Bridge System Plays Critical
Role In The Aftermath Of 9/11 (NAPSA)—If time is money,

knowing the future may be price-
less. Companies that identify
business trends can help shape
their future, rather than having
the future shape them. For exam-
ple, every six months one com-
pany releases the newest version
of its Future Scan. The report is
meant to help companies identify
trends in their earliest stages.
2002’s report includes:

• The Network Knows Where
You Are. New devices are avail-
able that are automatically
“aware” of a user’s location. One
cell phone company, for example,
alerts users when a friend or fam-
ily member is within about half a
mile. The Cap Gemini Ernst &
Young Center for Business Inno-
vation (CBI) report suggests com-
panies can use new location-aware
devices to integrate employees,
customers and logistics with the
“back office.”

• Indirect Competitors and
Unexpected Allies. The CBI says
the concept of open source—coop-
erative behavior of a group to cre-
ate a product whose goal is not
primarily profit—will revolution-
ize business, as it did software in
the 1990s. The group cites the
example of the music-sharing site
Napster. The site’s conflict with
the recording industry demon-
strates that networks can harness
their collective powers to improve
products, satisfy customers and
court new ones.

• Disputed Boundaries of
Intellectual Property. The ability to
track and trade intellectual prop-
erty enables more assets to be
licensed and shared—and that can
lead to higher profit margins. IBM,
for example, licenses and shares its
intellectual property. The philoso-
phy helped the company turn a 1.7

billion dollar profit in 2001.
Companies that share licensed intel-
lectual property can find new mar-
kets for previously unused ideas and
raise the profit margins of existing
ideas.

• Security Beyond Prevention.
The CBI says companies will focus
less energy on building “impene-
trable” borders and instead create
an infrastructure that adapts to
unforeseen threats. For example,
researchers are working to
develop firewalls that behave more
as immune systems than barriers. 

• Useful Data Becomes a Scarce
Resource. The more information an
organization accumulates, the harder
it becomes to determine what data
is valuable. Companies that need to
solve specific problems will begin to
rely on sensors that detect and ana-
lyze relevant information and ignore
extraneous “noise.” GE, for exam-
ple, uses medical-sensing technol-
ogy to monitor airplane engine per-
formance in the air. They use sensors
to “mine” accumulated information
for potential problems. 

For more information visit
www.cbi.cgey.com/research/future-
scan/index.html.

Staying Ahead Of The Game

Ident i fy ing new business
trends can help companies suc-
ceed in the future.

(NAPSA)—Among the unsung
heroes of our nation are our guide
dogs. They are the guiding eyes
for people who are blind or visu-
ally impaired, and are specially
bred and trained for this most
important job. Here from the
Guide Dog Foundation are several
guidelines for people to follow
when in the presence of a guide
dog. These guidelines allow for the
safety of the dog and its handler.

Etiquette And Guide Dogs
• Don’t touch, pet or feed a

guide dog while it is wearing its
working harness. Do allow the dog
to concentrate and perform for the
safety of its handler.

• Don’t call the dog by its
name. Do understand that, for
safety reasons, some blind or visu-
ally impaired people will not
reveal their guide dog’s name to a
stranger.

• Don’t give the dog com-
mands. Do allow the handler to do
so. 

• Don’t walk on the dog’s left
side as it may become distracted
or confused. Do walk on the han-
dler ’s right side, several paces
behind him or her.

• Don’t attempt to grab or
steer the handler while the dog is
guiding him or her, and do not
attempt to hold the dog’s harness.
Do ask if the handler needs your
assistance and, if so, offer your
left arm.

• Don’t allow children to tease

or abuse the dog.
• Don’t allow pets or other

dogs to challenge or intimidate a
guide dog. Allow them to meet
when all animals can be carefully
supervised. 

• Don’t pat the dog on the
head. Do stroke the dog on the
shoulder area—but only with its
handler’s approval. 

• When speaking to the guide
dog’s handler, do address the per-
son and not the dog. 

For more information on guide
dogs or the Guide Dog Foundation
for the Blind, Inc., visit www.Guide
Dog.org or call (800) 548-4337. 

Guide Dogs: Guiding Eyes For People Who Are Blind

GUIDE DOG ETIQUETTE—
Never touch, pet or feed a guide
dog while it is wearing its work-
ing harness.

Web Site Brings Kids
Closer To The Olympics

(NAPSA)—A new Olympic Web
site is providing grade school 
children with a unique opportunity
to learn the values and ideals of the
U.S. Olympic team while encourag-
ing and reinforcing reading skills.

The United States Olympic
Committee (USOC) has launched
the “U.S. Olympic Team Base
Camp” Web site as a way to
e n g a g e  k i d s  w i t h  t h e  U . S .
Olympic movement, educate kids
about the Olympics and inspire
kids to pursue their goals. The
site also introduces kids to non-
mainstream sports in a fun and
interactive way.

With the 2002 Salt Lake Winter
Games taking place on home soil,
kids and parents can use the site as
a fun and interactive way to learn
about the Olympics, the U.S. ath-
letes and the making of an
Olympian.

The site includes interactive
cartoons, games, word searches,
as well as printable drawings, 
coloring and assignment sheet
pages.

The cartoons are called
“Boomtoons,” and feature three-
to-four minute lively characters
that communicate key values and
characteristics of an Olympic
athlete—teamwork, discipline and
persistence.

The “U.S. Olympic Team Base
Camp” can be found on the official
Web site of the U.S. Olympic Team
at www.usolympicteam.com/kids.

Parents and children are giv-
ing the “U.S. Olympic Team Base
Camp” site a gold medal.

American Association of Blood Banks at www.aabb.org. 
The National Electrical Safety Foundation at www.nesf.org.
The GE Center for Financial Learning at www.financiallearning.com. 
Old Spice High Endurance deodorants and antiperspirants at www.old
spice.com.
Better Business Bureau OnLine at www.bbbonline.org.
Walnut Acres organic foods at www.walnutacres.com.
AMF bowling centers at www.amf.com.
Computer Associates’ eTrust EZ Armor security software at www.my-
etrust.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

***
A strong foe is better than a weak friend.

—Edward Dahlberg
***

“Stewardesses” is the longest
word that is typed with only the
left hand.

***
Character building begins in
our infancy and continues until
death.

—Eleanor Roosevelt
***

***
Work while you have the light.
You are responsible for the tal-
ent that has been entrusted to
you.

—Henri F. Amiel

***




