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(NAPSA)—When dog owners
are behind the wheel of a car,
their dog can drive them to dis-
traction. And that, it appears, can
lead to dangerous situations for
both. 

That’s one of the key findings
of a recent survey that examined
what happens when dog owners
take their dog with them when
they hit the road. 

Doggie Distractions 
The survey was conducted by

North America’s largest motoring
and leisure travel organization—
AAA—and Kurgo, which makes
products specifically designed for
traveling with your dog. The sur-
vey found that 31 percent of
respondents admit to being dis-
tracted by their dog while driving,
while 59 percent say they have
participated in at least one dis-
tracting behavior while driving
with their dog. 

More than half—55 percent—
have petted their dog while driv -
ing, and one in five—21 percent—
allowed their dog to sit in their lap. 

Other distracting behaviors
that drivers admitted to include
giving food and water to their dog
(7 percent) and playing with their
dog (5 percent). These kinds of
behaviors can distract the driver
and increase the risk of a crash.
The AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety found that looking away
from the road for only two seconds
doubles your risk of being in a
crash. 

Unrestrained Risks 
Unrestrained dogs can be a

danger to a driver, a passenger
and to the dog itself. An over-
whelming 80 percent of respon-
dents stated that they have driven
with their pets on a variety of car
trips including day trips, local
errands and leisure trips or to
work, the pet store or dog parks.
However, only 17 percent use any

form of pet restraint system when
driving with their dog.  

Safety Tips 
To increase driver and pet

safety, here are some tips: 
• The use of a pet restraint sys-

tem, such as those available from
Kurgo (www.kurgo.com), can aid
in limiting distractions and help
protect your pet. 

• Keep your dog in the back-
seat, as you would a child. Being
in the front seat can expose a dog
to being injured if the car’s air bag
is deployed. 

• Remember, a dog near a
driv er can interfere with both a
driver’s physical and mental abil-
ity to operate the vehicle. When a
dog blocks the brake pedals or
takes the driver ’s attention off
the road, it has become a safety
hazard. 

To learn more about keeping
yourself and your dog safer while
driving, visit www.AAA.com or
www.kurgo.com. Pet owners who
want to take their pet on a longer
trip can find all the information
they need to make their vacation
easier and safer in “Traveling
with Your Pet: The AAA PetBook,”
which includes pet-friendly, AAA
Approved property listings and
advice on traveling with pets.
Visit www.aaa.com/petbook.  

Driver’s Ed For Dog Owners

For the safety of yourself and your
dog, AAA recommends keeping
Fido in the backseat and using a
pet restraint system while driving.

Helping Our Helpers
(NAPSA)—Many Americans are

urging their legislators to read a
report by the American Network
of Community Options and
Resources (ANCOR) highlighting
the critical shortage of private-sec-
tor direct-support workers and the
need for better wages to prevent
high turnover. Members of this
workforce provide a wide range of
daily Medicaid-funded services that
enable people with disabilities and
the elderly to enjoy living and work-
ing in their own communities. The
support workers help with health
care, personal care and hygiene,
employment training, transporta-
tion, recreation, housekeeping and
other daily living needs that save
the expenses associated with state
institutionalization. 

The problem, explained Renee
Pietrangelo, CEO of ANCOR, is the
difference in pay for Medicaid-
funded services delivered to people
with disabilities by private agen-
cies and state-operated programs.
“Without an increase in funding for
community Medicaid services, the
private-sector direct-support work-
force will continue to receive sub-
par wages and there will continue
to be high turnover. All this affects
the availability and quality of their
supports and services,” she added.

Anyone interested in being part
of the solution to address this grow-
ing health care crisis can learn more
from the Direct Support Profes -
sionals Wage Study available at
www.youneedtoknowme.org. 

(NAPSA)—Visitors to one of
America’s most time-honored
vacation destinations—Yellow-
stone National Park—now have
the opportunity to learn much
more and broaden their explo-
ration of the park. 

The recently opened Old Faith-
ful Visitor Education Center fea-
tures new ways for people of all
ages to appreciate this natural,
national treasure: hands-on, inter-
active exhibits, a theater for view-
ing films about the park, and a
special area for kids to embark on
their own exploration. 

Yellowstone National Park fea-
tures more geysers and hot
springs than the rest of the world
combined. The best known of its
geysers, Old Faithful, is one of the
nation’s most recognized land-
marks. Ninety percent of Yellow-
stone visitors stop by to see Old
Faithful. 

At the Center, visitors can
learn about the park’s 10,000 gey-
sers and other geothermal fea-
tures. They can discover what
makes a geyser erupt, what micro-
scopic creatures thrive in the
scalding-hot springs and how the
park’s fascinating volcanic past is
visible today. 

The Center ’s exhibits are
designed to help visitors better
understand the broader ecosys-
tems and natural resources in the
park, and why it is so important
to protect them. 

The Center was made possible
through an extraordinary pri-
vate/public partnership. Hundreds
of individuals, foundations and
corporations contributed to the
Yellowstone Park Foundation’s
(YPF) successful $15 million capi-
tal campaign to build this new
Center, including major corporate

support from ConocoPhillips,
Unilever, Toyota and Coca-Cola.
These donations were matched by
$12 million in federal funding. 

A fundraising campaign was
necessary because government
funding only covers the park’s
basic infrastructure, staffing and
day-to-day operating needs. Pri-
vate contributions funded the
development of exhibits and
enabled the building to be large
enough to house them. The Yel-
lowstone Park Foundation is the
official fundraising partner of Yel-
lowstone National Park. 

Since 1996, YPF has raised $60
million to support more than 200
projects in the park. Such projects
help to make visits to the park
safer, more inspiring and more
enjoyable. Examples include hik-
ing trail rehabilitation, wildlife
research and educational pro-
grams. To learn more about the
Old Faithful Visitor Education
Center or to become a Friend of
Yellowstone, visit www.ypf.org. 

Showcasing The Wonders Of A Favorite American Park

From inside the Old Faithful Vis-
itor Education Center, you can
see the famous geyser and
experience hands-on, interac-
tive exhibits and a special area
for kids to embark on their own
exploration of Yellowstone.

(NAPSA)—Great news for any-
one contemplating a beach vaca-
tion these days is that good clean
fun is ready to be had along the 24
miles of sugar-white sands and
emerald-green waters of North-
west Florida’s Emerald Coast
encompassing Destin, Fort Walton
Beach and Okaloosa Island. 

Named the “No. 1 Beach Town
in the South” for 14 consecutive
years by the readers of Southern
Living, Florida’s Emerald Coast
remains unpretentious and breath -
takingly beautiful. 

“The oil hasn’t altered our
beaches. We encourage everyone to
come see for themselves that what
we’re best known for is still the best
around,” says Mark Bellinger, presi-
dent and CEO of the Emerald Coast
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

From building sand castles on
the shore and watching dolphins
at Florida’s Gulfarium, to casting
lines in the World’s Luckiest Fish-
ing Village and teeing off at more
than 1,080 incredible holes of golf,
there’s plenty of fun to be found.

Other events include boat week,
a poker party, free rock concerts on
the beach and a seafood festival.

More Than Just
A Day At The Beach

You can charter a boat for fish-
ing or sightseeing, dine at elegant
eateries or rackety-shack oyster
bars and see where several movies
and TV shows were filmed. You
can also shop the high-end bou-
tiques or bargain hunt at the
designer outlet mall.

Stimulate your child’s imagina-
tion at Emerald Coast Science

Center with its interactive science
displays ranging from a reflecting
Castle of Mirrors to oversized bub-
ble makers, a hair-raising Van de
Graaff generator and an electrify-
ing Illuma Storm. Then cool off at
a big water park with a trio of
mini golf courses or visit the crea-
tures at an alligator attraction.

Affordable Accommodations
Along with a wide range of

attractions and events, Florida’s
Emerald Coast offers year-round,
affordable places to stay—in more
than 14,000 Gulf-edged rooms—
from beachfront hotels and bed-
and-breakfasts, to multibedroom
condominiums and vacation
homes. There are also special
accommodations available for
weddings, business meetings and
romantic getaways.

For more information on a
vacation at this delightful destina-
tion, visit www.destin-fwb.com or
contact the Emerald Coast Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau, Inc. at
(800) 322-3319.

The Coast Is Clear

Miles of clean, white beaches and
emerald-green water await vaca-
tioners year-round on Florida’s
northwest coast.

***
What can any of us do with his
talent but try to develop his
vision, so that through frequent
failures we may learn better
what we have missed in the
past. 

—William Carlos Williams 
***

***
A kitten is chiefly remarkable
for rushing about like mad at
nothing whatever, and gener-
ally stopping before it gets
there. 

—Agnes Repplier 
***

The prison known as the Bastille, which figured so prominently in
the French Revolution, was originally built as a home for the king.

It was once customary to bake a cake with a bean in it on January
6th. Whoever got the slice with the bean was believed to have good
luck all the rest of the year.

***
Take your needle, my child, and work at your pattern; it will come
out a rose by and by. Life is like that; one stitch at a time taken
patiently, and the pattern will come out all right. 

—Oliver Wendell Holmes 
***

***
Keep on going, and the chances are that you will stumble on some-
thing, perhaps when you are least expecting it. I never heard of
anyone ever stumbling on something sitting down. 

—Charles Kettering 
***

If you toss a penny in the air,
it is actually more likely to land
on “tails,” since the “head” image
is heavier, so it tends to end up
on the bottom.




