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by Colleen M. Kelley
(NAPSA)—Taxes are certain.

How they’re spent is not. But
while stories of $200 hammers
bought by the Pentagon or mis-
managed spending on disaster
relief have become all too com-
mon, many may not know that the
IRS—the very agency charged
with watching how our money is
earned and spent—could be wast-
ing millions each year.

The IRS now pays debt collec-
tors a bounty of up to 25 percent
of the money they recover from
people’s back taxes—even though
estimates show the job could be
done for less money by the IRS
itself.

Equally alarming for taxpayers
is that these private collectors are
not trained as IRS agents. That
means the potential is there for
identity theft to occur and overly
aggressive tax collection tech-
niques to become the norm (there
is no “do not call list” for the IRS).
Also, multilingual taxpayers may
receive a lower level of customer
service.

Moneys Wasted
Estimates show that IRS

employees could perform the work
far more efficiently than out-
sourced agencies, with a return on
investment as high as 13 to one.
Outsourcing tax collection is sim-
ply not good business. Still, the
IRS, which currently uses two
debt collection agencies, plans to
expand its program to 10 agencies
this year.

Billions of dollars in back taxes
are owed throughout the country,

and people fall behind on their
taxes for all sorts of legitimate rea-
sons—in fact, those who owe are
often unaware that they do owe or
are willing to pay once a payment
plan is set up with a professional
IRS agent. These people do not
deserve to be put at risk by the
IRS’ collection-outsourcing policy.

Tax Relief
Fortunately, the House of Rep-

resentatives is considering legisla-
tion that would revoke IRS
authority to hire private sector
debt collectors. The measure was
introduced by Rep. Chris Van
Hollen (D-Md.) and Steve Roth-
man (D-N.J.) and has garnered
bipartisan support among its
more than 100 co-sponsors. The
National Treasury Employees
Union (NTEU), the union that
represents IRS employees, has
supported the bill as well.

The Senate has also done its
part to protect taxpayers. Sen.

Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.) and Sen.
Patty Murray (D-Wash.) intro-
duced a bill that instructs the IRS
to suspend “immediately and
indefinitely” its use of private debt
collectors.

The bill comes on the heels of
taxpayer advocate Nina Olson
calling the IRS’ privatization pro-
gram one of the “most serious
problems” facing taxpayers in her
annual report to Congress.

Dollars And Sense
Given the strong opposition to

and risk associated with IRS out-
sourcing, you might be tempted to
think the IRS has mounted a
strong case in favor of hiring debt
collectors. However the agency
has acknowledged that it can col-
lect delinquent accounts more effi-
ciently than the outsourced debt
collectors can. In fact, IRS Com-
missioner Mark Everson has
repeatedly testified before Con-
gress that using private collection
companies to collect federal taxes
will be more expensive than hav-
ing IRS employees do the work
themselves.

So why does the IRS continue
to insist on outsourcing jobs to col-
lection agencies? Answering that
question could save taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars.

For more information, visit
www.irswatch.org.

• Ms. Kelley is national presi-
dent of the National Treasury
Employees Union (NTEU), the
largest independent federal union,
representing up to 150,000
employees in 31 agencies and
departments.

Protecting Taxpayers’ Rights—And Wallets

Bills pending in Congress could
help protect taxpayers from pri-
vate debt collectors.

(NAPSA)—Baby Boomers are
known as the “forever young” gen-
eration and some Boomers are
wholeheartedly taking steps to
stay healthy and active in their
pursuit to live life to the fullest.
A recent survey revealed that a sig-
nificant subset of Boomers is tak-
ing proactive measures to maxi-
mize their vitality. These measures
include staying up-to-date on the
latest health information and tak-
ing nutritional supplements to pro-
mote overall health, wellness and
vitality. According to the survey,
this group has been dubbed “Gen-
eration V” largely because they
define themselves by their ability
to remain vital and active in order
to continue doing the things they
enjoy, throughout their lives. 

The Bayer Nutritional Science
line provides good news for Gen
V’ers—and those who love them.
The innovative new line of nutri-
tional supplements unites science
and nutrition to help this active
group maximize their vitality.
With five unique science-based for-
mulations to support heart, mind,
eye, and joint health, as well as a
daily multivitamin, which supports
body and cell health, Boomers can
have trusted products that are
right for them.

“Based on recent research, we
know that consumers are often
confused about nutritional supple-
ments. The Bayer Nutritional Sci-
ence line is organized by health
benefits to help individuals select
the products that are right for
them,” said Girard Smith, vice
president, Consumer Wellness

and Division Market Research at
Bayer Consumer Care. “To further
help educate consumers, we’ve
created The Vitality Institute, a
comprehensive online resource
center.  We are working with the
Mayo Clinic, the world’s largest
not-for-profit medical practice, to
provide the latest news, trends
and information about health and
nutrition.”

All of the Bayer Nutritional Sci-
ence formulations contain scientifi-
cally proven levels of key ingredi-
ents and can be taken together to
address the multiple health goals
of active Boomers. They include a
unique Daily Multivitamin: Vital
Body & Cells Formula, Heart
Vitality, Vital & Sharp Mind, Eye
Health & Vitality, and Joint &
Bone Vitality. 

Bayer Nutritional Science is
available at food, drug and mass
retail outlets nationwide.

New Supplement Line Designed 
For Vital, Active Baby Boomers

Different body parts need different 
nutrients to stay vital: 

• The heart—phytosterols, folic acid and 
CoQ10. 
• The brain—omega-3, ginkgo biloba, 
and B-vitamins. 
• The joints and bones—glucosamine, 
chondroitin, calcium and vitamin D. 
• The eyes—lutein, zeaxanthin and 
antioxidants. 
• The body and cells—a daily 
multivitamin with pomegranate and 
alpha-lipoic acid.

(NAPSA)—For many families,
a scrapbook of memories can be
traced back to America’s pastime.
Whether its a youngster ’s first
trip to the ballpark, a casual game
of catch in the backyard, or Mom
and Dad cheering in the stand for
a game-winning hit, baseball
serves as an essential backdrop to
a lifetime of experiences.

The sport of baseball brings
people together in a variety of
ways, from gathering to watch the
World Series to organizing a
“rotisserie” team; from tailgating
outside the stadium to engaging
in trivia challenges. Here are a
few questions that you might be
able to knock out of the park:

1. Who is the only player to be
voted World Series MVP and All-
Star Game MVP in the same sea-
son? a. Steve Garvey; b. Terry
Steinbach; c. Derek Jeter.

2. What is the “Pesky Pole”? a.
the right-field foul pole in Fenway
Park; b. any part of the stadium
structure that blocks a fan’s view;
c. the flagpole flying the banner of
whatever team is in last place.

3. In baseball terms, what is
“rhubarb”? a. a player who digs up
a mound of dirt as he slides; b. a
grounder that kicks off one of the
bases; c. an argument or brawl.

4. What sports commentator
and lifetime .300 hitter wrote a
book titled “I Ain’t an Athlete,
Lady...” a. Bobby Murcer; b. John
Kruk; c. Joe Morgan.

Answers
1. c. Jeter accomplished the

feat in 2000.
2. a. Johnny Pesky was a light-

hitting player for the Red Sox in
the 1940s and 1950s—and later
the team’s manager. He only hit 17
home runs in his whole career, but
several of them wrapped around
the right-field foul pole—which is
just 302 feet from home plate.

3. c. Part of the baseball ver-
nacular since 1943, the term
“rhubarb,” referring to a commo-
tion, actually dates back to noises
made on stage by Elizabethan
actors when they portrayed an
angry mob.

4. b. After walking away from
baseball in 1995, Kruk became a
sports analyst, writer and actor.
One of his latest projects is “The
Sandlot: Heading Home,” the
DVD sequel to the beloved 1993
hit.

The film, which also stars Luke
Perry and Danny Nucci, follows
successful, arrogant baseball
superstar Tommy “Santa” San-
torelli as he travels back to 1976
and relives his boyhood days on
the sandlot baseball team, this
time choosing friendship over
glory, and ultimately earning
both. The backyard baseball story
recruits the universal values of
friendship, teamwork and deter-
mination, to weave an inspiring
and relatable story for sports fans
of all ages.

“The Sandlot: Heading Home”
is available on DVD from Fox
Home Entertainment. To learn
more, visit www.foxhome.com.

Baseball Fun Facts

Baseball can be a great way to
teach children about the univer-
sal values of friendship, team-
work and determination.

(NAPSA)—To learn about
energy-efficient HVAC products
that ensure comfort, such as the
Acclimate™ Series of air condition-
ers and heat pumps from the Lux-
aire® brand of Johnson Controls,
visit www.luxaire.com or call
(877) 874-7378.

**  **  **
Five new medicines were

approved for the treatment of can-
cer in 2006, including a first-of-
its-kind treatment for certain
colorectal cancers. Medicines for
types of blindness, diabetes and a
rare group of bone marrow dis-
eases were approved as well. Visit
www.phrma.org.

**  **  **
Fluorescent bulbs now come in

a range of color temperatures—
from a “warm” spectrum option,
ideal for bringing out natural
tones, to a “daylight” option, com-
parable to full sunshine. One com-
pact fluorescent light saves 500
pounds of coal, say experts at
YLighting. Visit www.ylighting.
com for more information. 

**  **  **
Frommer ’s Travel Guide

named Minneapolis a top travel
spot for 2007 and Cooking Light
magazine named it the fourth-
best city in the U.S. for eating
and living well. To learn about the
city’s exciting dining scene, travel
packages and attractions, visit
http://minneapolis.org.

**  **  **
Melanoma treatments typically

destroy healthy cells. Provectus
Pharmaceuticals is developing a
drug called Provecta. When
injected, the drug is designed to
kill the tumor while sparing

healthy tissue. Learn more at
www.pvct.com.

**  **  **
Studies indicate that nearly a

third of an estimated 45 million
uninsured Americans are eligible
for government-sponsored health
insurance programs and don’t
know about them. U.S. residents
in need of health insurance
should contact the Uninsured
Help Line at (800) 234-1317 for
more information. 

**  **  **
The book “The Power of Nice:

How to Conquer the Business
World with Kindness,” written by
two of the most successful
women in advertising, explains
the power of nice and its ability
to change the world. The book
has inspired “nice” parties. For
more information, visit www.the
powerofnice.com.

**  **  **
The experts at Penske Truck

Rental suggest that when you
rent a truck to move, you should
familiarize yourself with the
truck’s switches and gauges, and
be sure to note if the gas tank is
on the driver or passenger side.
Look for more moving tips online
at www.GoPenske.com. 

***
All that we need to make us
really happy is something to be
enthusiastic about.

—Charles Kingsley
***

***
Happiness is when what you
think, what you say, and what
you do are in harmony. 

—Gandhi
***

***
It’s never too late—never too
late to start over, never too late
to be happy.

—Jane Fonda
***

***
This very moment is a seed from
which the flowers of tomorrow’s
happiness grow. 

—Margaret Lindsey
***




