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(NAPSA)—While millions of
American seniors anxiously await
final Congressional action on a
new Medicare drug benefit, what
they don’t realize is that the same
piece of legislation promises steep
cuts in funding for cancer care.
These drastic cuts—which could
total $16 billion—would affect
thousands of Medicare patients
who account for 60 percent of all
cancer diagnoses each year.

Buried in the mundane,
arcane language of the massive
prescription drug bill now before
Congress is an obscure provision,
that when examined closely, will
be the gatekeeper for Medicare
patients seeking cancer care in
their communities. 

The proposed legislation cuts
cancer care funding by a mind-
boggling 30 percent, the single
largest cancer cut in history. For
cancer patients who rely on
Medicare to pay the doctor’s bills,
there will be new rules affecting
where they can get treatment. For
their doctors, it will mean reduc-
ing the number of Medicare
patients they can treat to main-
tain a viable practice, or their doc-
tors may end up refusing
Medicare patients altogether to
avoid massive losses.  

Under the proposed legislation
(H.R. 1 and S. 1), the existing
infrastructure of community-based
outpatient cancer treatment cen-
ters, where more than 80 percent
of cancer care is provided, will no
longer be adequately reimbursed
for treating Medicare patients.
Instead, Medicare patients, espe-
cially those in rural communities,
will be forced to travel long dis-
tances to hospital outpatient set-

tings. Patient advocates worry
that the inconvenience will hinder
patients’ ability to receive continu-
ous quality care, especially in
rural America.

Hospitals in line to receive these
new Medicare cancer patients have
indicated that they do not have the
capacity or the nursing staff to
treat a large volume of new
patients on an outpatient basis.
Closing community-based treat-
ment centers and inundating hospi-
tals with new patients will create a
crisis in cancer care in our country,
particularly in rural parts of the
country.

The massive cuts will also have
ramifications for cancer research
by reducing the number of
Medicare patients who can partic-
ipate in clinical trials. For many
cancer patients, access to these

breakthrough therapies may be
their only hope. And the long-term
impact on cancer research is
another devastating unknown.

Cancer doctors have long jug-
gled the Medicare reimbursement
inequities. And they are the first to
acknowledge an imbalance in reim-
bursement for cancer-related Medi-
care expenses. While Medicare cur-
rently overpays for cancer drugs, it
severely underpays for related
oncology practice expenses: oncol-
ogy nurses, pharmacists, social
workers and others involved in the
delivery of quality care, but not
adequately reflected in current
Medicare reimbursement. 

Fortunately, it is not too late to
avoid this crisis, and still enact
meaningful and worthwhile
reform. A thoughtful, educated
inventory of cancer care, its costs,
delivery systems, and most impor-
tantly its patients, should be
taken. Those in the position to
write legislation must recognize
the importance of community-
based outpatient cancer care to
the vast majority of cancer
patients who use the centers.
Legislators must listen to the con-
cerns of medical professionals who
worry about the impact closing
community-based treatment cen-
ters will have on their patients
and on the progress being made in
cancer research.

It is not too late to replace the
current proposal with a system
that accurately reflects the actual
cost of providing quality patient
care. By doing so, access to com-
munity-based cancer care will be
preserved, as will so much of the
progress America has achieved in
its war on cancer.

Warning: Proposed Prescription Drug Bill May Be Hazardous To Your Health

Proposed changes in the
Medicare drug benefit may result
in cuts in service to many cancer
patients. For additional informa-
tion go to www.savecancer
care.org.

(NAPSA)—It’s a natural: the
trend toward using beauty prod-
ucts that are all natural and easy
on the environment and, at the
same time, help you look your
best.

The Natural Food Merchan-
diser magazine reports that Amer-
ican shoppers spent nearly $36.4
billion on natural and organic
products in 2002 alone—a sales
increase from 2001 of 6.6 percent
for natural products and 17.3 per-
cent for organic products.

Natural products include prod-
ucts made from pure, plant-based
ingredients that do not contain
artificial coloring, synthetic fra-
grance or other unnecessary
chemicals. Many natural products
are made by companies with envi-
ronmentally and socially con-
scious policies. According to the
2003 LOHAS Market Report, 68
million U.S. citizens (approxi-
mately one-third of the popula-
tion) prefer buying from a com-
pany that upholds their moral and
environmental views.

“Women who value individual
style, well-being, and healthy
alternatives embrace natural
options when available,” says
Peggy Northrop editor-in-chief
for Organic Style magazine, a
magazine devoted to helping
women create balanced lives that
are meaningful, beautiful and
satisfying.

Popular natural product lines
include Burt’s Bees, Kiss My Face,
Tom’s of Maine, Australian Organ-
ics, Jason Natural Cosmetics,
Avalon Organics, Nature Boy &
Girl diapers, 7th Generation,
Gaiam, Emerita, EO, Zia Natural
Skincare, Boiron and New Chap-
ter Vitamins, Murray says. The
advantages of using organic prod-
ucts are multi-layered: not only
can you protect your skin and

health, but in many cases you pro-
tect the environment and animal
life, as well. 

Consumers can find natural
products, Murray adds, at the new
N a t u r a l  S t o r e ,  l o c a t e d  a t
www.drugstore.com. drugstore.com,
inc. is the leading online retailer of
health, beauty, wellness, personal
care and pharmacy products.

Sharon Wikstrom, senior direc-
tor of merchandising for drug
store.com, inc., says, “With the
comprehensive selection of natural
products available through the
drugstore.com™ online store, our
consumers are encouraged to
make more educated choices for a
healthier lifestyle.”

The new drugstore.com™ Nat-
ural Store was designed to give
consumers the option of choosing
natural products, ranging from
cosmetics and beauty products to
vitamin supplements, paper prod-
ucts, even diapers. The Natural
Store is open 24/7, 365 days a
year, for consumer convenience
and offers more than 2,000 nat-
ural products, many of which can-
not be found in most stores. 

You can learn more online at
www.drugstore.com.

Be A Natural Beauty

All-natural personal care prod-
ucts are increasingly popular
with many Americans.

(NAPSA)—If you’ve been
plagued by faucets that have
rusted or corroded into position,
now you can do more then just
blow off steam. One solution is
new Faucet Mitts™ from Superior
Tool Company. Made of highly
durable plastic, they fit over
metal valve handles and keep
moisture and corrosion away.
Faucet Mitts are available at all
Lowe’s and most True Value and
Do-It-Best hardware stores. You
can also find them under the
Stanley brand at Ace Hardware
stores and Sutherlands Home
Improvement Centers. For more
information, go to www.superior
tool.com.

Frequent use of a trimmer can
result in considerable wear and
tear. At the beginning of the yard-
grooming season, remove the old
trimmer line from your trimmer
and replace it with new line. Dur-
ing storage the trimmer line ages,
becoming brittle and dry, result-
ing in line breakage or the line
sticking to itself and getting
caught in the trimmer head
unable to feed out. For more infor-
mation, visit www.usa.husq
varna.com, or call 1-800-
HUSKY62 to locate a dealer.

Research has shown that there
is a gap between adults and kids
in their perception of what consti-
tutes meaningful time. Boys &
Girls Clubs of America, in collabo-
ration with KidsPeace and other
leading youth-serving organiza-
tions, are calling for the obser-
vance of a new national day,
which aims to close this gap by
celebrating and honoring kids
through the gift of meaningful
time. National KidsDay® is cele-
brated every first Sunday in
August. To find out how you and
your family can celebrate
National KidsDay and for
detailed research, tips and activ-
ity ideas visit www.KidsDay.net.

(NAPSA)—SARS is a respira-
tory illness that scientists at CDC
and around the world believe is
caused by a new virus in a family
of viruses called “coronavirus.”
CDC issues specific travel advice
on its Web site, but the basic rule
is: Don’t travel to areas where
SARS is spreading. People who
must travel to such areas should
take preventive precautions such
as avoiding particular settings or
situations. Wash your hands. Prac-
tice good personal hygiene. Avoid
touching your eyes, nose and
mouth. If necessary, wash your
hands before touching them. For
more information about SARS
and other infectious diseases or
health issues, visit www.cdc.gov.

For the nearly two million peo-
ple with chronic lower back pain
that have failed to respond to
non-operative treatments, such as
physical therapy, medication and
spinal injections, a minimally
invasive procedure called the
IDET™ Procedure may offer hope
for those suffering from persistent
and often unbearable pain. The
IDET Procedure uses controlled
heat to modify tissue in the disc
wall and is performed on an out-
patient basis, taking approxi-
mately 40 minutes from start to
finish. To learn more and to find a
physician in your area who offers
the procedure, visit www.idetpro
cedure.com and use the “Physi-

cian Locator” feature.
Evolving from what originally

was an exclusive, niche activity,
skateboarding now is one of the
fastest growing sports in Amer-
ica. According to the National
Sporting Goods Association, the
number of U.S. boys aged 7 to 17
who took up skateboarding
between 1995 and 2000 skyrock-
eted nearly 130 percent, from 2.7
million to 6.2 million. Gravity
Games standout, Bob Burnquist
offers these critical tips for
skateboarding success: know
your limits; don’t be pressured to
do any maneuver until you’re
comfortable and ready to do it;
wear your helmet; stretch as
much as you can; know your body
and feed it right; never give up.

***
Acting is not being emotional,
but being able to express emo-
tion.

—Kate Reid.
***

***
An error gracefully acknowl-
edged is a victory won.

—Caroline L. Gascoigne
***

***
To be at peace with one’s self is
a joy unspeakable.

—R.E. Phillips
***




