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(NAPSA)—How attractive is
your community to the business
and job market? In today’s global
economy, the answer is increas-
ingly dependent on air service.
Cities that provide efficient and
affordable air travel, including
convenient connections to busi-
ness centers abroad, have an
advantage over cities that don’t.

Surprisingly, America’s policy-
makers are currently considering
an action that would make many
communities less competitive in
the international business arena.

The Department of Transporta-
tion is preparing to grant anti-trust
immunity to two of the world’s
biggest airlines, American Airlines
and British Airways. This immu-
nity would allow the two airlines to
act as a single merged entity.

Where this proposed alliance
would have a negative effect is in
travel to and from what is
arguably Europe’s most important
business destination, London’s
Heathrow Airport. Under a 1977
treaty, only two U.S. airlines,
American and United, and two
British airlines, British Airways
and Virgin Atlantic, are allowed to
fly between Heathrow and the
United States.

Dozens of U.S. senators, gover-
nors, airport officials and others
fear the so-called AA/BA alliance
will put several regions of the
United States at a competitive
disadvantage in the international
business arena, and will result in
fewer choices and higher fares for
travelers. Twenty U.S. senators
have weighed in on the issue with
letters to Secretary of Transporta-
tion Norman Mineta and Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell.

Governor Bill Janklow of South
Dakota said that the alliance
would turn Heathrow into “a vir-
tual fortress hub which excludes
the people of South Dakota, Min-
nesota and the entire upper Mid-
west.” Meanwhile, the heads of
the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on
Antitrust, Business Rights and
Competition have called on the
Department of Justice to assess

the proposed alliance.
In order for other airlines to do

business at Heathrow—and keep
prices competitive—each would
need to be granted takeoff and
landing rights (known as “slots”)
in time frames that are attractive
to business travelers.

To help achieve this, the United
States and Britain are currently
negotiating a so-called “open
skies” agreement that, theoreti-
cally, would lead to more competi-
tion by opening up Heathrow to
other airlines. The problem is that
British slot authorities have said
that Heathrow is full and there
simply will not be slots and facili-
ties available to accommodate any
meaningful new entry or expan-
sion by U.S. carriers until a new
terminal is completed in 2007.

In other words, what good is
opening up Heathrow to competi-
tion—and promoting U.S. cities in
the global marketplace—if there’s
no room for the new would-be
competitors? Companies, espe-
cially those requiring interna-
tional travel, need to locate in
places that are easy to get to.
Rather than being any kind of
solution, the proposed American
Airlines-British Airways alliance
instead adds to the problem. 

To let your representatives in
Congress know how you feel about
this or any other issue, write to
the U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC 20515 or the U.S.
Senate, Washington, DC 20510.

Alliance: Closing The Skies To Competition

For many cities, access to
international business centers is
a key part of attracting new com-
panies and new jobs.

✁
Note to Editors: This is pending legislation and a time-sensitive issue.

Extreme Skiing Video Game
(NAPSA)—This winter,

Olympic gold medalist Jonny
Moseley, along with fellow
freestyle skiers Tanner Hall, Evan
Raps and Vincent Dorion, are the
stars of the very first video game
that captures the thrill of free-
style skiing. The game, “Jonny
Moseley Mad Trix,” for the
PlayStation 2, attempts to capture
this revolutionary sport.

Working with The 3DO Com-
pany, Moseley was an active partic-
ipant in the creation of the game.
In addition to working with the
design team to make sure the game
accurately captured the sport, he
also put on a black, skin-tight outfit
covered with small reflective balls
so that his trademark tricks could
be “motion-captured.”

Jonny Moseley Mad Trix is
available for the PlayStation 2
computer entertainment system
and for the Game Boy Advance.
More information can be found at
at www.3do.com/madtrix.

A new video game goes to
extremes, based on the tricks of
championship freestyle skiers.

(NAPSA)—We’ve all heard it
before: no pain, no gain. This
adage is as true of your financial
health as it is of getting in shape
physically. There are, however,
financial “exercises” that can help
you reach your goal of financial
health with minimal pain.

As with any exercise program,
it helps to have a few guiding
principles in place:

• Review your finances regu-
larly. Luckily, it doesn’t have to be
as much as the three-times-per-
week recommendation for physi-
cal exercise, but you should make
a monthly commitment.

• Deal with the problem areas
first. If you are in debt, take con-
trol of it right away. The money
you save in ongoing interest adds
up significantly over time.

• Protect your credit rating.
Ensure that you always pay your
bills on time (plus, you save the
money you would otherwise spend
on late charges).

• Set yourself a goal. Not only
is it motivational but it is also sat-
isfying and rewarding when you
reach that goal—you deserve it.

To start your new financial fit-
ness regimen, start by visiting one
of the major Internet finance por-
tals, such as Yahoo! Finance. They
not only provide extensive educa-
tional resources, but also secure,
easy-to-use tools that greatly sim-
plify personal finance manage-
ment. If you are a beginner at
finances, these sites can help you
quickly grasp the basics. They
also have more sophisticated tools
as your knowledge and confidence
expand.

Get started now! Here are three
online exercises that will help you
build a solid foundation to your
financial wellness program:

Bill Payment Basic Rou-
tine—A regular bill payment rou-
tine is a great way to kick off your
journey to financial health. An
online bill payment service like
Yahoo! Bill Pay lets you automate
recurring payments and schedule
reminders so that you never miss
a payment again. You can also see
all of your upcoming payments

and projected balances from a sin-
gle screen, which further simpli-
fies record-keeping. Plus, no more
writing checks or licking stamps;
you’ll soon have a slimmer, trim-
mer bill-paying system.

The 401(k) Long Distance
Run—For retirement planning, it’s
best to start early, maintain a
steady pace and always keep the
finish line in mind. An online
account access program lets you
keep tabs on your 401(k) balance
between quarterly statements any-
time, anywhere, and allows you to
evaluate how current market activ-
ity is affecting your portfolio.

Smart Budget Stretches—A
well-designed budget lets you get
the most out of each month’s pay-
check. Start by observing your
spending patterns; a service like
Yahoo! Expense Manager helps by
categorizing and tracking your
expenses over time. Building a
budget based on your actual
spending patterns will make it
much easier to live by your budget
guidelines. At the end of each
month, check back over your
income and expenses to see how
closely they map to your budget
goals.

Following is a list of sites that
can help you get started with your
financial fitness routine:

Yahoo! Finance Money Man-
ager:  http://moneymanager.
yahoo.com.

iPlace: http://www.iplace.com.
LendingTree: http://www.

lendingtree.com.

Now Is The Time To Get In Financial Shape

Online “exercises” can help
many consumers achieve finan-
cial wellness.

(NAPSA)—Wireless phones and services have come a long way since
their introduction in the early 1980s. From the newest phones to games
to Web access to short text messaging and the special “language” that
accompanies it, wireless phones are today’s way of making a statement.
As the industry evolves, Verizon Wireless has compiled a list of what’s
hot and what’s not today. 

This list can be helpful when buying the gift of wireless for others.
Another great way to learn about the latest in wireless is to visit the wire-
less service providers’ Web sites. For example, national service provider
Verizon Wireless has up-to-the-minute information about the newest wire-
less products and services available at www.VerizonWireless.com and
ordering online includes free shipping. 

While visiting, check out the hottest phones, calling plans and digital
network features and learn about Verizon Wireless’ Worry Free Guaran-
tee, which gives customers five reasons not to worry about their wire-
less phone service.

What’s Hot, What’s Not

What’s Hot
 1. Short text messaging
 2. Wireless phone and FM radio combined
 3. Fashionable headsets in cool colors 
 4. Prepaid wireless phone service
 5. Translucent color face plates 
 6. Chrome and silver phones
 7. Reliable nationwide service
 8. Voicemail for your wireless phone
 9. Playing games on a phone
 10. Stock alerts on your wireless phone

What’s Not
 1. Passing paper notes
 2. Carrying two devices
 3. Holding the phone to your ear
 4. Pay phones
 5. Neon phone wraps
 6. Plain black phones
 7. Dropped calls
 8. Missed calls
 9. Playing games at the arcade
 10. Not knowing your stock just tanked

(NAPSA)—For many people,
navigating the job search waters
may turn out to be smoother sail-
ing. That ’s because the U.S.
Department of Labor has come up
with two ways to help: a toll-free
number and Internet Web site; 1-
877-US-2JOBS and www.service
locator. org. The program is called
America’s Workforce Network.

For the 30 to 50 million Ameri-
cans who suffer from dairy diges-
tive problems, celebrations that in-
clude those delicious dairy foods
may result in bloating, cramps,
diarrhea and gas. The symptoms
can be avoided by taking a dairy
digestive supplement with your
first bite of dairy, or using lactose-
free milk and dairy products such
as Lactaid supplements or Lactaid
milk. For more information on
dairy digestive problems, ask your
doctor or visit www.lactaid.com.
You can also learn more and access
delicious, lactose-free recipes by
calling 1-800-LACTAID

(NAPSA)—Mental health pro-
fessionals receive a larger volume
of calls from people who are suf-
fering from the “blues” from the
beginning of the holiday season
through Valentine’s Day. To battle
these holiday blues, many people
volunteer, spend time with
friends, or create new holiday
“traditions.” Some people may
also consider taking St. John’s
wort, an herbal supplement for
mood enhancement that is avail-
able in drug and nutrition stores.

A growing number of car buy-
ers looking for a “smart buy” in a
mid-size sedan are adding another
new car to their shopping list—
the 2002 Hyundai Sonata. This
restyled and refined automobile
offers value, safety, performance
and luxury at a much lower price
than the competition. 

According to Father Val J.
Peter of Girls and Boys Town,
since September 11, everything
has changed and Americans are
realizing the importance of family
and caring for each other.

Bjorn Lomborg, an associate
professor of statistics at the Uni-
versity of Aarhus in Denmark,

and former Greenpeace supporter,
once believed the world was
“going to hell,” transported there
mainly by selfish Americans who
insisted on running their air con-
ditioners in the summer, their
snowmobiles in the winter, and
their SUVs year-round. Lomborg’s
view of global warming began to
change when he put aside his gut
feelings and picked up the latest
scientific evidence on the subject.

Lipton Onion Soup can be used
as a starter to such dishes as Hot
Artichoke Dip and Savory Chic-
ken Satay. The mix provides a
delicious blend of seasonings that
can deliver great taste in easy-to-
prepare dishes.


