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Moving To Greater Economic Strength And Competitiveness

by Ken Graham

(NAPSA)—With the recent
rise in gas prices, we were once
again reminded of how depen-
dent we are on foreign oil to
maintain our mobility and eco-
nomic competitiveness. The an-
swer lies in multimodalism.

It looks at trans-
portation as one in-
tegrated system
versus independent
sectors. For the past
60 years, we have cre-
ated and funded each
sector—highway, avi-
ation, mass transit,
rail—independently. These systems
were innovations of their time, but
now we need a new approach.

The Girth of a Nation

By 2050, the United States will
be home to 100 million more peo-
ple, which will mean a greater
demand for transportation. Our
highway system can’t handle it all.

Based on current trends, high-
way capacity will grow only 9 per-
cent by 2043, but traffic levels will
swell by 135 percent to more than
7 trillion vehicle miles traveled
annually.

Highways will remain vital for
travel and transport in the United
States; however, we can’t continue
to rely on a product of 20th cen-
tury engineering and construction
for economic growth, opportunity
and competitiveness in the 21st
century.

Highways, aviation, public
transit, rail, ports, bike lanes and
sidewalks all work together to
help each perform optimally and
the entire system perform more
efficiently. With more transporta-
tion choices, we can accommodate
more people and more commerce
to serve our growing population.

One of the best examples of
multimodal transportation is
Chicago’s no-mode-left-behind
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approach. The Windy City has
demonstrated it’s open to multiple
solutions and focuses on those
that deliver goods and people to
their destinations most efficiently.

There are a few things required
for population centers to succeed,
including access to fresh water
and transportation. Regions that
develop a more sophisticated, mul-
timodal transportation system will
have a stronger economy because
they will attract more businesses.

For outlying communities and
small towns nearby, connecting to
major metropolitan regions with
alternative transportation is a bril-
liant self-preservation strategy.

All Together, Now

Creating a plan that integrates
all modes of transportation begins
with the transportation authoriza-
tion bill being developed in Con-
gress. By designating a new fund-
ing category especially for
multimodal projects of regional or
national significance, Congress can
begin to encourage multimodalism.

As Rep. John Mica, chairman
of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, said,
we must not develop a better
highway system, a better aviation
system or a better rail system, but
a better transportation system for
America.
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