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(NAPSA)—If your septic tank
failed, or you know someone whose
did, you are not alone. The U.S.
Bureau of Census reported that at
least 10 percent of septic systems
failed in the previous year. Some
communities report failure rates
as high as 70 percent. 

Septic systems serve approxi-
mately 25 percent of U.S. house-
holds, and one in every three
new homes built today uses these
systems.

Here are ten simple steps you
can take to keep your septic sys-
tem working properly.

1. Locate your septic tank and
drainfield. Keep a drawing of
these locations in your records.

2. Have your septic system
inspected at least every three years. 

3. Pump your septic tank as
needed (generally every three to
five years). 

4. Don’t dispose of household
hazardous wastes in sinks or
toilets.

5. Keep other household items,
such as dental floss, feminine
hygiene products, condoms, diapers,
and cat litter out of your system. 

6. Use water efficiently.
7. Plant only grass over and

near your septic system. Roots
from nearby trees or shrubs might
clog and damage the system.

8. Keep vehicles off your septic
system. The weight can damage
the pipes and tank, and your sys-
tem may not drain properly under
compacted soil.

9. Keep gutters and basement
sump pumps from draining into or
near your septic system.

10. Check with your local
health department before using
additives. Commercial septic tank
additives do not eliminate the
need for periodic pumping and can
be harmful to your system.

“Proper septic system mainte-
nance is a commonly overlooked
responsibility. Failing systems
are a significant threat to our
health and our water quality.
Homeowners can make a real dif-
ference by following a few simple
guidelines,” says U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency Assis-
tant Administrator,  G. Tracy
Mehan, III.

For more information on sep-
tic system maintenance, visit
www.epa.gov/owm/onsite or www.
epa.gov/water/yearofcleanwater. 

Your Septic Tank: Properly Maintained?
One In Four American Homes Affected

The EPA suggests you have
your septic system inspected at
least every three years.

(NAPSA)—A group of con-
cerned people are working on
ways to protect children from dan-
gers that lurk in their own homes.

Low-income and minority chil-
dren in particular are dispropor-
tionately exposed to the devastating
health effects of pests, mold and
lead, according to a report by the
non-profit organization National
Organization of African Americans
in Housing (NOAAH).

The report cites a lack of knowl-
edge about the threats that pests,
mold and lead pose; the physical
neglect of predominantly low-
income areas; and residents’ limited
resources to solve the problems as
the reasons poor children suffer
more than others.

“Too many of our children are
put at risk every day in their own
homes,” said NOAAH Executive
Director Kevin Marchman. “It’s
time we all took steps now to
make our children safe.”

Low-income housing attracts
more than its fair share of pests,
because the housing tends to be
old and in need of repair. Because
minorities are disproportionately
concentrated in this type of hous-
ing, they suffer the most from
health problems that are caused
by pests.

The report recommends prop-
erty management and housing
occupants be educated on the neg-
ative health effects associated
with pests.

According to the report, mold is
also a growing problem and a
known trigger of asthma, espe-
cially in young children. 

The report says housing own-
ers need mandatory operation and
maintenance plans for handling
water issues, and that buildings

should be evacuated when wide-
spread fungal contamination is
linked to illness.

Finally, the report found that
lead-based paint (LBP) hazards
still pose a very real health con-
cern for millions of young children
every day. “High lead-levels in
humans have been shown to cause
lower IQ, reduced attention span
and learning disabilities,” March-
man said. “Severe poisoning can
cause mental retardation, coma,
convulsions and even death.”

The report recommends im-
proved blood-lead screening and a
database to track places where
children have been poisoned.

“If we work to put the neces-
sary guidelines in place for gov-
ernment officials and property
owners and managers, we can
start to reverse this devastating
trend,” Marchman said.

Children Encounter Pests, Mold And Lead At Home

Children need to be protected
from pests, mold and lead found
in low-income housing.

Fund Raising Program Makes Grade
(NAPSA)—As schools learn

more about raising funds for edu-
cation, many have come to the
conclusion that one program
really makes the grade.

More than 75,000 K-8 schools
have been enrolled in Box Tops for
Education, a program sponsored by
General Mills. With this program
people can earn cash for their
school with everyday activities
such as buying groceries, shopping
online or making purchases with a
credit card. Schools can earn up to
$60,000 annually from Box Tops
for Education. Since 1996, Box
Tops for Education has contributed
more than $70 million to partici-
pating schools.

There are three ways to earn
cash for your school.

• People can clip Box Tops
coupons from hundreds of partici-
pating General Mills products
with the original Box Tops pro-
gram. Box Tops are worth 10¢
each when your school sends them
to General Mills. For more infor-
mation, go to boxtops4education.
com. 

• Shop online through the Box
Tops for Education Marketplace at
boxtops4education.com. Up to 10

percent of each qualifying pur-
chase is donated to your desig-
nated school.

• Make purchases using your
Box Tops for Education Visa card
at more than 20 million locations
worldwide. A full one percent of
every purchase is donated to your
designated school. 

To apply for a Box Tops for
Education Visa card, call 1-800-
227-9605. When you apply for
your card, you will be asked to
designate a school that you want
to support.

Box Tops for Education is avail-
able to any accredited public, pri-
vate, or parochial school for grades
K-8, in the United States that has
a 501(c)(3) or 509(a)(1) tax-exempt
designation and to any United
States military schools, for grades
K-8, worldwide. It is also available
to accredited home school associa-
tions, K-8, in the United States
that have a 501(c)(3) or 509 (a)(1)
tax-exempt designation and have
15 or more students. 

A new Visa card is making it
even easier to raise funds for
education.

(NAPSA)—What do companies
look for when they want a commu-
nity that will welcome their
employees and support their bot-
tom line? 

A recent survey taken by Hamil-
ton Beatty & Staff showed that
businesses consider four primary
criteria when looking to re-locate:

• Quality workforce
• Cost of living
• Number of companies in

their industry (a cluster)
• Number of employers who

hire employees with similar
technical skills and educational
backgrounds. 

So where in the United States
are a growing number of compa-
nies going to fulfill these criteria?
According to the poll, it appears
that the region to fulfill these cri-
teria is the Tampa Bay area in
Florida.

Studies show the area is the
largest retail market in the state,
and is on a pace to expand its job
base to 1.59 million by the year
2015. Another study shows that
Tampa Bay’s image as a vibrant
business community has dramati-
cally improved.

Factors about Tampa Bay that
get high ratings with both work-

ers and corporate decision makers
are the good salaries, the quality
of public education, comparatively
low property taxes, quick govern-
ment permitting, the absence of
state and local income taxes, the
good weather, and the good access
to national airports, beaches, and
cultural activities. 

The survey showed that there
was also a significant link between
tourism and relocation decisions.
Nearly three-quarters of company
executives said personal experi-
ences, such as vacations and golf
trips, affect where they consider
establishing operations.

For more information see
www.TampaBay.org.

Finding The Right Place To Live And Work

Companies like a place with a
high quality workforce and work-
ers like a place with a high qual-
ity of life.
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Brush Up On Your
Painting Know-How
(NAPSA)—Before they even

pick up that brush to paint their
townhouses or apartments, a
growing number of Americans are
visiting a site that do-it-your-
selfers consider the place to go
when they want to brush up on
painting tips and information.
The site, www.paintinfo.com,
includes these tips to keep you on
track for a top notch job. 

Q. B e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  a n
indoor painting project what
are some of the key steps to
consider?

A. Accurately calculate how
much paint you need, and do sur-
face preparation before painting.
Be sure to read the paint can
label, and use the right type of
brushes and rollers. For proper
ventilation, open windows and
doors.

Q. How should leftover paint
be handled?

A. If your calculations were too
generous and you have leftover
paint, store it properly or consider
donating it to a community service
group, theater, school or church. 

For tips on storing paint so it will
last and estimating how much paint
you’ll need, visit www.paintinfo.org.
You’ll find lots of information on
painting and decorating.  

***
Since the house is on fire let us
warm ourselves.

—Italian proverb
***

***
Don’t part company with your
ideals.  They are anchors in a
storm.

—Arnold Glasgow
***

***
If you wish to know what a man
is, place him in authority.

—Proverb
***




