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(NAPSA)—A world of designs
from different cultures is helping
to create floors that are both fresh
and intriguingly familiar.

A sophisticated, modern collec-
tion of resilient floors by Arm-
strong, known as Urban Settings™,
combine these contemporary looks
with the durability of ToughGuard®

vinyl sheet flooring that resists
tears, gouges and rips.

Many images from other cul-
tures already are familiar to most
Americans, from the food we eat
and the clothes we wear to the
films we watch. 

“Cosmopolitan tastes are natu-
rally inspired by the global vil-
lage, and this trend, which we call
‘Global Fusion,’ gives people a new
way to customize their surround-
ings,” says Deb Esbenshade, gen-
eral manager, product styling and
design for Armstrong. 

The Urban Settings collection
interprets the “Global Fusion”
trend through three distinct
styles: Classic Exotics, which sug-
gests the quality and texture of
animal skins; Earthen Textures,
which incorporates the looks of
trowelled stucco and stained con-
crete; and Mixed Materials, which
combines contrasting materials,
such as hardwood and marble,
juxtaposed for a new, eclectic look. 

Two new Urban Settings floors
—Raku and Kyoto—are influ-
enced by Japanese design and
evoke woven textile. 

A bold new crocodile pattern
captures the handcrafted appear-
ance associated with tooled
leather, with colors that appear to
ebb and flow across the surface,
emitting an almost iridescent,

metallic flicker. This unique
appearance is unexpected in vinyl,
and creates a floor that not only
looks—but also feels —rich and
luxuriant.

“For a long time, the only
important qualities in vinyl floor-
ing were color and pattern,” said
Esbenshade. “Recently, we’ve be-
gun to see how texture and lower
gloss levels add realism, particu-
larly as the trend toward natural
materials has taken hold. We’ve
added texture to color and pattern
as the third element of design.” 

Consumers can call  1-888-
Armstrong, or they can access
www.armstrong.com to locate a
retailer. On the Web site, the
“Design-a-Room” feature can be
used to see how any number of
vinyl and laminate, or Bruce, Rob-
bins and Hartco wood floors, coordi-
nate in more than 20 different
room settings. 

Armstrong World Industries,
Inc., a subsidiary of Armstrong
Holdings, Inc., is considered a
global leader in the design, inno-
vation and manufacture of floors,
ceilings and cabinets. 

Redefining New Floor Designs

Texture and lower gloss levels
are adding realism to many of
today’s most attractive vinyl
floors.

Steel Recycling
(NAPSA)—Here’s good news

about American industry. Despite
the sluggish economy in 2001,
steel recycling rates advanced and
steel continued its reign as North
America’s most recycled material.
The Steel Recycling Institute
(SRI) reports that the steel indus-
try recycled nearly 66 million tons
of scrap in 2001, resulting in an
overall steel recycling rate of 67.8
percent—a 5.7 percent increase
compared to 2000.

“High-strength steels are the
fastest growing materials utilized
in new vehicle production. Be-
cause these high-strength steels
provide more protection with less
mass, the steel industry recycled
more steel from automobiles than
was utilized in the production of
new vehicles, thus resulting in an
automobile recycling rate greater
than 100 percent,” commented
Bill Heenan, President of the
Steel Recycling Institute.

For more information about
steel recycling, visit www.recycle-
steel.org.

Synthetic Saliva
(NAPSA)—One of the most effec-

tive weapons in the fight against
tooth decay is perhaps one of the
least-recognized. Saliva, which
plays a major role in digestion, also
serves to lubricate and protect the
mouth, neutralizing the pH of
plaque after eating and aiding in
the prevention of tooth decay.

However, for some people, cer-
tain diseases, drug groups or the
aging process have caused the
body to stop producing enough
saliva to effectively protect the
mouth and teeth—a condition
called xerostomia, or dry mouth.

Fortunately, there are treat-
ment options. One is a liquid spray
that closely emulates human
saliva, and provides fast, tempo-
rary relief of dry mouth. It lubri-
cates and moistens oral tissue,
making it easier to speak, chew
and swallow.

Called Salivart, it’s sprayed
directly into the mouth and
throat; a quick spray immediately
relieves xerostomia. The aerosol
delivery coats the oral mucosa fast
and evenly. To learn more, call
(800) 321-9348.

Salivart substitutes for human
saliva no longer being produced
by the body.

(NAPSA)—In the 1947 film
Magic Town, pollster Jimmy
Stewart finds the perfect town,
where opinions mirror that of the
rest of the country. Many are say-
ing the same thing about the
Tampa Bay area in Florida. 

Though not as high profiled as
the Miami and Orlando areas,
Tampa Bay’s diverse population
gives it a distinct edge for busi-
nesses testing new products and
politicians trying to gauge their
campaigns. In fact, according to a
new study, Tampa Bay has the
largest population of any media
market in the state.

The word is that if you under-
stand Tampa Bay, you understand
the new Florida. More specifically,
if you win in Tampa Bay, you win
in Florida, and if you sell in
Tampa Bay, you sell in Florida
(largest retail market in the
state). What it all means is that
Tampa Bay is likely to increase in
importance. 

The area is also on a pace to
expand its job base to 1.59 million
by 2015, according to recent
research. In comparison, Miami
will have 1.16 million jobs;
Orlando will have 1.28 million.
Income growth is also in the lead.
Cumulative income for 2002 is
projected at close to $76 billion
compared to $64 billion for Miami
and $51 billion for Orlando.

This is not surprising because
according to another study, Tampa
Bay’s image as a vibrant business
community in the eyes of corporate
decision makers throughout the
U.S. has dramatically improved. 

The survey indicates that per-
ceptions of Tampa Bay are mar-
kedly more favorable, particularly
in what companies consider four
primary criteria:

• Quality of workforce
• Cost of living
• Number of companies in

their industry (a cluster)
• Number of employers who

hire employees with similar
technical skills and educational
backgrounds

Other factors getting higher
ratings are: average salaries,
quality of public education, com-
paratively low property taxes,
quick government permitting, cost
of construction, the absence of
state and local income taxes,
weather, costs of utilities, colleges
and universities, access to inter-
national airports, seaports and
beaches, air quality, and cultural
activities.

Also, survey findings revealed
a significant link between tourism
and relocation decisions, with
nearly three-quarters of company
executives saying that personal
experiences, such as vacations
and golf trips, influence whether
they are considering establishing
operations.

More information is available
by visiting the area’s Web site at
www.TampaBay.org.

What Does Florida Think? Ask Tampa Bay

WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?
Increasingly, businesses and
politicians are heading to the
Tampa Bay area to find out what
Florida is thinking.

(NAPSA)—As the travel and
beach season gets into full swing,
CD and DVD owners can follow
some simple steps to ensure that
their prized albums and movies
remain in top condition for opti-
mum fun. Most CD and DVD own-
ers have experienced frustration
from a “scratched or skipping”
disc. In fact, these disc problems
have grown rapidly due to the
increased portability of music and
video players, the growing size
and age of disc collections, as well
as the popularity of disc-based
video games.

Treating CDs and DVDs with
care helps minimize the effects of
everyday wear and tear. In addi-
tion to proper disc handling,
devices such as the SkipDoctor®

(manual) or SkipDoctor MD®

(motorized) from Digital Innova-
tions™ can help consumers “get
their groove back” on their fa-
vorite CDs or DVDs that have
become scratched or are skipping.

Here are some helpful tips for
proper disc handling: 

1. Always handle a disc by its
edge or center hole and avoid
scratching the CD or DVD on
either the label or play side. 

2. Do not stick paper or tape
on the label surface. It could inter-
fere with the CD or DVD player.
Removing sticky objects can do
irreparable damage to the reflec-
tive coating and data layer. 

3. Damage to the data layer
can be caused by writing on the
label surface with a ballpoint pen
or other hard object. Also, do not
use a marking pen; the solvent
could penetrate the label and
deteriorate the reflective layer. 

4. Do not expose a CD or DVD
to high temperatures or humidity

for an extended period of time.
High temperatures can warp the
disc and degrade the reflective
layer. 

5. Do not allow discs to remain
out of their cases for long periods
of time. Handle them only when
placing them into and removing
them from the CD or DVD player. 

6. Don’t store a CD or DVD
under stress (for example, don’t
store it under a heavy object). 

7. Keep discs clean by gently
wiping both the label and play
side surfaces with a non-abrasive
(i.e., soft cotton) cloth prior to and
after each use. 

8. Take extra care with CDs
and DVDs when using them out-
side or when traveling. Sand or
dirt might cause damage to the
label side (which can’t be fixed) or
to the play side (which usually can
be fixed). Keeping your DVDs in
good working order on those road
trips makes for a more pleasant
and harmonious vacation that
everyone can enjoy.

Information on how to order a
SkipDoctor or SkipDoctor MD CD
and DVD disc repair device 
is available at www.digital
innovations.com; or by calling
1-888-SMART-58.

Get That CD/DVD ‘Groove’ Back

(NAPSA)—Since its introduc-
tion in the ’50s, vinyl siding has
come a long way with colors, shapes
and textures. Home experts say
one of the many benefits of vinyl
siding is that you can often recoup
much of your investment when
reselling. Yet, many homeowners
are unaware of the new options and
possibilities offered with contem-
porary vinyl siding.

Top vinyl siding lines now offer
consumers extensive choices in
color, style, and trim to make any
design possible. And, because
modern vinyl siding is so durable,
it is important to choose a style
that you can enjoy for years.

Color Choices: Vinyl siding was
once only available in the stan-
dard white, cream and tan. Top
lines feature more vibrant options
like CertainTeed’s 2002 colors
including Barn Red, Ivy Green,
Pacific Blue and Granite Gray.

Shapes and Textures: While
standard horizontal lap siding
remains popular, current shape
choices are much more extensive.
Several new styles offer homeown-
ers the option to have a home that
appears to be finished in hand-
crafted wood—without the main-
tenance demands. 

For example, CertainTeed’s
Cedar Impressions® line is created
with the textures of real hand-
split cedar shingles.

Cedar Impressions come in
Perfection Shingles, Hand-Split
Shakes and Half-Rounds offering
the old-world charm of custom-
milled shingles.

The look of true wood crafts-
manship can be achieved by using
architectural accents and decora-

tive trim. CertainTeed’s Vinyl Car-
pentry offers many choices includ-
ing crown molding, fluted corners,
corner block and rosette, beaded
soffit and perfection mitered cor-
nerposts.

Decorators offer the following
tips for making sense of modern
vinyl siding options:

1. Take time to review all your
options before selecting a style
and color. 

2. Choose colors, shapes and
textures to fit your home.

3. Choose a style that fits the
home’s environment and the style
of neighboring homes.

4. Take advantage of online
resources offered by vinyl siding
manufacturers to gather ideas for
your home by exploring design
options and photo galleries.

CertainTeed offers an online
style-guide to walk you through
all the choices offered in vinyl
siding.

CertainTeed Corporation is one
of North America’s leading building
products manufacturers. For de-
sign tips and/or more information
about vinyl siding and installation,
visit www.certainteed.com/ctvinyl.

Feel At Home With Vinyl Siding

Some types of vinyl siding
have the look of hand-split cedar
shakes and other kinds of wood.




