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(NAPSA)—When it comes to hav-
ing fun with friends, adding a few new 
twists to an old idea can make your par-
ty a hit...a musical hit, that is, if you con-
sider hosting a sing-along party.

Here are a few tips that can help:
• You can rent a karaoke machine or 

just make your own music, singing old 
and new favorites around the piano or 
along with vinyl on a turntable, CDs 
or computer downloads—or just go a 
cappella and lift your voices in song. 

• Get a few songbooks in different genres. 
(You may want to take a good look at 
some of the words before you all start 
singing them.) You’ll probably want to 
avoid rap or patter songs, which can 
be complicated to sing. Consider show 
tunes, country songs, American stan-
dards, pop tunes and the long popular 
calypso. It’s always been “in” on Carib-
bean islands, and in the United States, 
“Calypso” was not only the first mil-
lion-seller album in the 1950s, the genre 
can still be found today in more kinds of 
entertainment than many people realize.

In fact, the man known as the Father 
of Modern Calypso, Irving Burgie, is still 
playing and singing in the genre at the 
age of 93. 

Although Burgie was born in Brook-
lyn, New York, his mother was from Bar-
bados and he authored that country’s na-
tional anthem in the 1960s. He’s probably 
best known, however, for such songs as 
“Day-O,” “Jamaica Farewell,” “Yellow Bird,” 
“Island in the Sun” and dozens more. 

You can get a 36-tune collection of his 
music scored for piano and a CD of many 
of his most popular hits—all of them a 
delight to sing along with—at Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble and on his website, 
www.irvingburgie.com. There, you can 
also find Burgie’s autobiography, so you 
can read up on the man and the music. 

• Consider a singing competition. Di-
vide your guests into groups and see 
which can sing louder, softer or most 
dramatically. Try singing songs but 
leaving out a common word such as 
“love” or “you.” Compete over who 
can create the funniest pastiche in the 
shortest time. Or have the groups sing 
rounds or call and response.

• Record yourselves on tape or film. 
Playing it back during the party can be 
a lot of fun. 

• Serve light snacks and noncarbon-
ated drinks. You don’t want the food 
to interfere with the singing. When it 
comes to deciding whether to serve 
beer, wine or liquor, think about your 
guests and determine whether the al-
cohol will make their singing better or 
worse—and which you’d rather. 

Finally, just have a singing good time. 

Have A Marvelous Musical Evening 

Dinner guests singing along with 
the calypso hit “Day-O” was  a pop-
ular part of the movie “Beetlejuice.” 

(NAPSA)—A revolutionary new treat-
ment for relapsed chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia (CLL) may soon be available. For 
decades, the only treatment for CLL was 
toxic chemotherapy that provided limited 
benefit. However, over the last 20 years, 
major strides have been made in the quest 
to develop a new treatment that is both safe 
and effective, and each new development 
can be attributed to efforts made by a tiny 
biotech company. 

In fact, very recently, a tiny biotech 
called TG Therapeutics released exciting 
data concerning an innovative new treat-
ment, TG-1101 (ublituximab), for CLL pa-
tients that builds on those past successes.

So, in essence then, TG’s success re-
ally begins decades ago. It was back in 
1996 when researchers at a tiny compa-
ny called Idec Pharmaceuticals discov-
ered Rituxan. Rituxan was the first drug 
to harness the immune system to treat 
leukemias and lymphomas, and all these 
years later it is still hailed as one of the 
greatest breakthroughs in the treatment 
of cancer.

The next breakthrough occurred in 
2010, when another small biotech com-
pany, Pharmacyclics, developed ibruti-
nib. It was referred to as the magic pill 
for CLL. About half the patients who re-
lapsed after chemotherapy and Rituxan 
responded to ibrutinib. Unfortunately, 
ibrutinib alone was not the answer for 
all patients. 

“Ibrutinib has been a great addition 
to our CLL armamentarium. Howev-
er, we have long believed that ibrutinib 
alone may not be enough, particularly 
for patients with high-risk disease,” said 
Dr. Kathryn Kolibaba, who is the Asso-
ciate Chair of the Hematology Research 
Committee for US Oncology and prac-
tices at Compass Oncology in Vancou-
ver, Washington.

That is why, in 2013, Dr. Kolibaba 
and her colleagues at US Oncology part-
nered with TG Therapeutics to research 
the potential of TG-1101 as a treatment 
option for CLL. What intrigued them 
about TG’s compound was that it was 
similar to Rituxan yet it was designed to 

be much more effective due to a tech-
nique that enabled TG-1101 to better 
engage the immune system to more ef-
fectively kill the cancer cells. 

Alone, TG-1101 is an exciting ad-
vance, but the major breakthrough came 
about when TG-1101 was combined 
with ibrutinib. “We were excited to see 
if we could create a really potent com-
bination that was safe for our patients,” 
stated Dr. Kolibaba. In TG’s first Phase 2 
clinical trial evaluating the chemother-
apy-free combination, published in the 
prestigious British Journal of Haematol-
ogy, nearly all patients treated achieved 
great benefit and experienced a major 
reduction in their disease. 

A Phase 3 clinical trial for the same 
combination followed, and confirmed 
the impressive Phase 2 findings. Inves-
tigators again found that the addition of 
TG-1101 to ibrutinib improved the re-
sponse rate by more than 70 percent as 
compared to ibrutinib alone. 

“These are the first Phase 3 results 
showing that we can dramatically in-
crease the remission rate for CLL patients 
taking ibrutinib without the addition of 
toxic chemotherapy and is truly a great 
advance for patients,” stated Dr. Kolibaba.

More information about TG Thera-
peutics and TG-1101 (ublituximab) can 
be found at www.tgtherapeutics.com 
and www.BCellClinicalTrials.com.

Tiny Biotechs Get Giant Results 
In Leukemia Treatment

Researchers have discovered a way 
to encourage the body’s own im-
mune system to fight off cancer.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to ed-
ucating children and giving parents 
a choice in the process, some states 
have been found better than others. 
Here’s a look at the ones the experts 
on school choice at EdChoice voted 
to win last year’s educational choice 
yearbook superlatives.

Most Empowering: Indiana’s Choice 
Scholarship Program

Indiana’s program helps more fam-
ilies than any other voucher or educa-
tion savings account (ESA) program in 
terms of participation and it has rather 
wide eligibility with more than 607,000 
students eligible statewide. Data show 
the average per-student funding is 
$4,024, or 42 percent of public school 
per-student spending. Some choice 
programs have caps that leave appli-
cants unable to access funds, and some 
programs require the state legislature 
revisit whether they remain funded 
every single year during the budgeting 
process. What sets Indiana apart is its 
guaranteed purchasing power, meaning 
its funding stream is secure, and any el-
igible student who applies will receive 
a voucher. Parents don’t have to worry 
from one year to the next.

Most Well-Rounded Policy: Nevada 
Education Savings Accounts

Nevada’s ESA program design makes 
it nearly universal in terms of eligibility, 
with strong funding of the state’s per- 
pupil spending in public schools.

With Nevada’s ESAs, not only can stu-
dents get up to 100 percent of the state’s 
per-pupil allocation for kids in public 
schools, but parents may also use their 
ESA dollars to customize their children’s 
education beyond paying tuition.

Most Improved: Ohio’s Income-Based 
Scholarship Program

Ohio’s Income-Based Scholarship 
Program was designed by the Ohio leg-
islature so a new grade level is eligible 
each year. Last year, the state’s vouchers 
were opened up to third-graders. 

Best New Program: South Dakota 
Partners in Education Tax Credit 

Program
South Dakota’s unique testing man-

date puts the power to choose which 
state or national tests students take into 
the hands of parents. This regulatory 
choice is the first of its kind. 

Most Likely to Succeed in 2017: Iowa
The organization expects Iowa to be the 
state most likely to succeed in creating 
a new educational choice program with 
strong policy design. Iowa Gov. Terry 
Branstad is a strong school choice sup-
porter. “Both houses of the Legislature 
have said they want to make this [expand-
ing educational choice] a priority,” he said. 

He has already signed an expansion 
to the state’s existing tax-credit schol-
arship program, and it’s likely the state 
legislature will consider a statewide ESA 
program this session.

Other states to watch this legislative 
session include Arizona, Arkansas, Ken-
tucky, Indiana, Missouri, New Hamp-
shire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and 
West Virgina.

These states are considering or are 
likely to consider bills that would create 
or expand ESA programs so they are 
open to most children.

Learn More
For further facts and data about get-

ting your kids the education they de-
serve, go to www.edchoice.org.

Recognizing The Best In Education

Robust school choice legislation is 
on the move across the nation. These 
are the best states to watch this ses-
sion, according to EdChoice.

(NAPSA)—You can keep your win-
dows from decreasing your home’s 
energy efficiency and increasing your 
monthly energy bills. 

Windows typically account for 15 to 
30 percent of the total heating load in a 
structure and may account for over half 
the summer cooling load. Money may 
be escaping out your windows.

“I encourage homeowners to think 
of the hot and cool spots throughout 
their homes,” said Darrell Smith, Ex-
ecutive Director of the nonprofit In-
ternational Window Film Association 
(IWFA). “These are indicators of areas 
that can be addressed to help boost a 
home’s efficiency.”

Full window replacement may 
not be the most cost-effective means 
for improvement. 

“A professional installation of win-
dow film can provide the same—if not 
more—benefits for homeowners as 
complete window replacements,” said 
Smith. “In addition, a film installation 
can often be completed without a major 
disruption in use of the rooms.”

According to Smith, the potential 
savings per dollar can be seven times 
that of the installation of new windows. 
On average, an installation on a sin-
gle-family home may range from $4 to 
$12 per square foot, depending on the 
type of window film installed.

Once window film is installed, it can 
help block up to 84 percent of the sun’s 
heat—keeping a home cool in sum-
mer—and help hold heat inside during 
winter—resulting in lower energy bills 
and a warmer environment.

“An additional feature of window 
film is the ability to block up to 99 per-
cent of ultraviolet rays from passing 
through a window,” said Smith. “This 
offers homeowners an extra measure 
of protection for furniture, floors and 
cherished heirlooms.”

For more on window film or to find 
an accredited installer, visit www.iwfa.
com.

Clearly, Window Film 
Saves Money

Don’t let money fly out your win-
dows. Professionally installed win-
dow film can help save on expensive 
energy.

Willis Haviland Carrier developed 
the first residential  air conditioner 
for private home use in 1928. It was 
called  “Weathermaker.”

When stock prices are extremely overvalued and don’t seem justified, the 
stocks are sometimes referred to as “castles in the sky.”

“Shadow player” is a slang term for an investor who is investing a very large 
amount of money and wants to conceal his identity.

In ancient Egypt, only pharaohs were 
allowed to eat mushrooms.




