
(NAPSA)—Nickelodeon’s The
Big Green Help is a new initiative
designed to make energy-saving
and Earth-friendly activities part
of kids’ everyday lives. To learn
more or to access Nick’s global,
multiplayer green online game,
visit www.biggreenhelp.com.

**  **  **
Tough economic times inspire

smarter shopping, especially
when it comes to gifts. Buying
gift cards can also save you time
and gas money since you can
pick up such popular cards as
Barnes & Noble Booksellers,
The Home Depot,  Sears and
Nordstrom at a single location.
For more information,  visit
www.BlackhawkNetwork.com.

**  **  **
To help get organized prior to

tax season and eliminate all
that extra paper, there are desk-
top organization products, such
as PaperPort,  which are
designed to help erase your piles
of paper in a snap. Learn more
at www.nuance.com/paperport.

**  **  **
New York City-based dermatol-

ogist Gervaise Gerstner says,
“Retinol is effective in reducing
the appearance of fine lines and
wrinkles while working to
improve skin tone.” Try the RoC
Multi-Correxion Night Treatment,
which contains retinol and antiox-
idant vitamins C and E.

**  **  **
PLAYSKOOL’s Baby Care line,

available exclusively at
CVS/pharmacy, was designed to
help parents enjoy time with their
little ones. Innovative products
like Wash or Toss Cups, Easy

Grip Bowls and Baby Bibs are
inexpensive and convenient
options for on-the-go families and
perfect for hosts to have on hand
for playdates and parties.

**  **  **
DirecTV on Demand is a new

service that allows customers to
download the programming of
their choice to their DVR on their
schedule, to enjoy when it is most
convenient for them. To learn
more, call 1-800-DIRECTV or
visit www.directv.com/ondemand.

**  **  **
Some experts say stocks back-

ing everyday businesses, such as
Taco Bell, Pizza Hut and KFC,
may do well when consumers
become more budget conscious
and look for great value. For
more information, visit the Yum!
Brands (NYSE: YUM) Web site at
www.yum.com.

**  **  **
You can upload a photo of your

best batch of cookies at All
recipes.com for a chance to win
an electric range from Samsung
featuring 20-minute SteamQuick
cleaning technology or a cam-
corder. The site’s users will
choose the winner of the All
recipes.com and Samsung Cookie
Photo Contest.
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(NAPSA)—Interest in the
world’s oldest keyboard instru-
ment—the organ—strikes a chord
among musicians and fans alike.

Originating in ancient Egypt as
a mechanical flute-playing instru-
ment, the organ has been used in
gladiatorial games, sent as a gift
by heads of state, and heard in
churches and at baseball games. 

Organ Notes
Here are a few facts about

organs that might hit the right
note with you:

• The “modern” organ, with all
its sound effects, was first
described in a work entitled “Mir-
ror of the Organbuilder and Organ-
ist” written in 1511 by Arnolt
Schlick of Heidelberg, Germany.

• The device called the “stop”
limits the sounds made at any
particular time. The phrase
“pulling out all the stops” refers to
playing an organ with all its
sounds available.

• At one time, pipe organs
were big business in America. In
just one year, 2,400 pipe organs
were made in the U.S. 

• Organs were built through-
out the U.S. in concert halls,
municipal buildings, homes and
even schools. They were a popular
accompaniment to silent movies. 

• Marcel Dupré, the great
French organist and composer,
played 110 recitals in the U.S., and
French virtuoso Louis Vierne’s tour
of America included audiences of
up to 30,000 per concert.

The Organ Today
In recent years, there has been a

resurgence in the popularity of

organ music due to many new con-
cert halls opening across the coun-
try. Featured in many of these ven-
ues are spectacular organs such as
the 3,051-pipe C. B. Fisk organ in
the Renée and Henry Segerstrom
Concert Hall in Orange County,
Calif., and the 3,617-pipe Schoen-
stein & Company organ built for
the Schermerhorn Symphony Cen-
ter in Nashville. 

The famous Frank Gehry-
designed Walt Disney Concert Hall
also boasts a stunning new organ.
Built by a German organ builder,
the instrument features 6,134
pipes, ranging in size from a few
inches to an astounding 32 feet. 

Organs can be found every-
where in the world. Japan, for
example, has organs in many con-
cert halls, colleges and schools,
most of them imported from
Europe and America.

South Korea and Taiwan also

recently acquired several organs
for concert halls and churches,
and an American firm built a
large organ for a concert hall in
China’s Forbidden City. 

Promoting Organ Awareness
Membership in the American

Guild of Organists and its 330
local chapters is open to all indi-
viduals interested in the organ
and choral music fields. Benefits
of membership include educa-
tional activities, such as work-
shops and master classes and
competitions in organ perfor -
mance, organ improvisation, and
organ and choral composition.
Also included are a comprehensive
series of examinations for profes-
sional certification, providing
standards of excellence to
churches, synagogues, schools and
other employers.

For professional musicians
and educators, the Guild also
offers services that include a pro-
fessional development track,
employment guidelines and
model contract provisions. It also
offers support for musical educa-
tion of clergy and management
and planning assistance for
church musicians.

The Guild also sponsors con-
certs to showcase the organ and
its colorful history, how it has
evolved through the ages and its
indelible impact on society and
culture. 

Learn More
For more information on the

American Guild of Organists,
visit www.agohq.org or e-mail
info@agohq.org. 

Celebrating The Reign Of The “King Of Instruments”

The spectacular 6,134-pipe organ
at the Walt Disney Concert Hall.

***
For the first half of your life, people tell you what you should do;
for the second half, they tell you what you should have done. 

—Richard Needham. 
***

***
The follies which a man regrets most in his life are those which
he didn’t commit when he had the opportunity.

—Helen Rowland. 
***

***
Some people, no matter how old they get, never lose their beauty
—they merely move it from their faces into their hearts. 

—Martin Buxbaum
***

***
In old age we are like a batch of letters that someone has sent. We
are no longer in the past, we have arrived. 

—Knut Hamsun
***

***
Learning is ever in the freshness of its youth, even for the old.

—Aeschylus
***

***
My mother was the most beautiful woman I ever saw. All I am I
owe to my mother. I attribute all my success in life to the moral,
intellectual and physical education I received from her. 

—George Washington
***

***
By and large, mothers and housewives are the only workers who
do not have regular time off. They are the great vacationless class. 

—Anne Morrow Lindbergh
***

Between 1870 and 1980, the
United States successfully
defended the America’s Cup
yachting title 25 straight times.

In baseball, of the 10 all-time
batting leaders, eight hit left-
handed.

The average Web user is 33
years old, has a household income
of $59,000 and accesses the Web at
least once a day.

(NAPSA)—It seems the one
thing you can count on even in
lean economic times is tradition—
especially when it comes to the
holidays.

Americans are finding ways to
preserve those parts of the festivi-
ties that traditionally matter most
in order to make their family and
friends feel extra special this holi-
day season. In fact, many also
view all the prepping and special
touches for guests as a welcome
break from their normal hectic
daily routines.

According to a recent survey,
“Putting Out The Good Stuff,”
conducted by Kelton Research on
behalf of The J.M. Smucker Com-
pany, about 78 percent of those
surveyed said they get in the
spirit by decorating and nearly 70
percent like to bake with friends
and family.  

So what traditions help fami-
lies put forward their very best
this holiday season? Try these
ideas:

• Family Favorites—Prepare a
traditional holiday dish—the sur-
vey found that 70 percent of us
feel the holidays wouldn’t be com-
plete without one—and be sure to
use high-quality ingredients. Holi-
day essentials like Smucker ’s®

fruit spreads can be used as part
of a special recipe or put on the
table for everyone to enjoy.

• Get Creative—The holidays
are also a time when the “good
stuff” gets put to good use. More
than half of “Putting Out The
Good Stuff” respondents said they
use candles, table linens, and

matching tableware to make
things more festive, but consider
other creative mood-setters—like
using personalized ornaments as
place holders—as well.

• Put This One On Your Calen-
dar—Schedule a family baking
day to ensure that your tried-and-
true family recipes continue on for
generations.

• Hotel Chic—Treat holiday
guests to a real, hotel-style get-
away—even if they’re just camp-
ing out in your guest room.
According to the survey, 39 percent
feel that fresh cut flowers or
seasonal plants are a must and
38 percent say guest towels in the
bathroom shouldn’t be forgotten.
Fresh muffins and croissants in
the morning and chocolates on
their pillows at night also add a
special touch.

• Deck The Halls—Keep deco-
rating your house a family affair
by encouraging children to create
a few items on their own.

• Holiday Hints—You can find
great recipes to impress your holi-
day guests at www.smuckers.com.

Holiday Hosts Cut Costs, Not Tradition

A growing number of families are
finding creative ways to host hol-
iday guests and still cut costs. 




