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(NAPSA)—A budget already
strained by the purchase of a
home can go bust with the cost of
replacing carpet. But—good
news!—floor coverings, like paint
and woodwork, can spring to life
with a good cleaning.

• Down, not out—“Don’t count
carpet that is down as necessarily
out,” says Jennifer Dickey, a con-
sumer expert at Racine Industries,
Inc. The company manufactures a
do-it-yourself dry cleaning system
called HOST that consumers can
rent. “Consider restoration,” she
advises. “Often, there are a lot of
years left in the carpet.”

An effective cleaning system is
the ticket; the system should
deep-clean to reveal color, revive
pile and, visually, return the car-
pet to life.

• Restore and reveal—Make
cleaning the carpet the first step
before moving into a new home.
Deep-cleaning carpet need not be
time- or labor-intensive. With a
dry system, for example, dry
extraction cleaner is applied over
the carpeted areas and worked
deeply through the pile with a
machine whose special brushing
action also lifts matted pile.

“You are able to concentrate
cleaning on the areas where soiling
occurs,” notes Dickey. The secret
with HOST is that, if you are faced
with tough soil, keep cleaning;
unlike hot water extraction, you
cannot over wet the carpet. As the
cleaning sponges are brushed
through carpet, the soft natural
cleaner loosens and absorbs embed-
ded soil, dried spots and spills. The
cleaner and the soil it has absorbed
then are vacuumed away to reveal
clean carpet that is dry, soft, fresh-
smelling and ready to use.

• No down time—Put the rooms
and house to use immediately after
dry cleaning; no waiting a day or
two, like with wet extraction sys-
tems, for carpet to dry.

• Smart cleaning keeps furni-
ture put—Once you’re all moved
in, continue to focus cleaning
efforts on the spills, spots and the
high-traffic areas around furni-
ture, down hallways and around
entrances. Leave heavy furniture
in place and restore the carpets
throughout your home and/or
apartment quickly. The cleaning
equipment requires no set-up and
no mixing of water and chemicals
or loading with any cleaning
agents. Rather, the machine’s
brushing action pulls it along,
making it easy for a person of any
size to use the equipment.

• Take the offensive—A clean-
ing offensive—weekly vacuuming,
dry carpet cleaning every four to
six months—is the best defense
against soil and allergen accumula-
tion. Such cleaning makes it easy
for carpet owners to stay on top of
their carpet, cleaning specific areas
where sticky soil gets concentrated.
This also lengthens the life and
enhances the appearance of any
carpet until it must be replaced.

For more information about
easy clean-up of soil and allergens
from your carpet, call 800-558-
9439 and ask customer service for
the D-I-Y dealer or professional
cleaner nearest you, or visit
www.hostcarpetcleaning.com.

Cleaning Saves Carpet—And Your Budget

Heavy furniture stays put
when using a dry system to
clean.

Music For Children Strikes
Responsive Chord

(NAPSA)—Striking the right note
with children, parents and schools
throughout the U.S. is the opening
prelude of a new online music edu-
cation resource launched by the San
Francisco Symphony.

The site, SFSKids.com, is one of
the most comprehensive and easy-
to-understand music education des-
tinations online—and it’s fun. This
interactive Web site not only stim-
ulates children’s appreciation for
music but also encourages young-
sters to study a musical instrument.

The Music Lab is the crown jewel
of the Web site, offering children a
straightforward and innovative les-
son about the basic components of
music, including tempo, rhythm,
pitch, harmony and music symbols.
With bold, vibrant colors, animation
and sound, the Music Lab also allows
children to create and play music.
The Lab also teaches kids about the
variety of instruments that make
up an orchestra.

“SFSKids.com is a natural out-
growth of  the San Francisco
Symphony’s extensive education and
community efforts that began in
1919 with Concerts for Kids. These
efforts continue today with programs
including the San Francisco Sym-
phony Youth Orchestra, Music for
Families and Adventures in Music,”
said Michael Tilson Thomas, music
director for the San Francisco
Symphony.

Since 1911, when the San
Francisco Symphony gave its first
concert, it has played a defining role
in shaping American cultural life.

For more information, visit
www.SFSKids.com.

Applause And Encores for a
new Web site that stimulates chil-
dren’s appreciation for music.

(NAPSA)—With the stock mar-
ket jittering and the baby boomer
generation edging toward retire-
ment, more and more investors
are seeking secure places for their
investments. 

Consumers have long consid-
ered certificates of deposit (CDs)
as safe havens for their money.
CDs are federally insured by the
FDIC and provide competitive
interest rates when compared to
savings accounts. But there are
additional conservative invest-
ment options to consider. Finan-
cial advisors often discuss another
kind of weatherproof investment
with their clients, one that offers
tax deferral and insurance protec-
tion—fixed annuities.

Like CDs, fixed annuities are
conservative vehicles that offer
competitive interest rates, typi-
cally with no up front sales
charges. But unlike CDs, you
won’t receive an annual 1099 on
the interest earned in a fixed
annuity, giving you a higher
potential return on your invest-
ment. Tax-deferral allows in-
vestors to accumulate interest
without paying current taxes on
the earnings. The power of com-
pounding means your principal
earns interest and your interest
earns interest. That also means
instead of losing money to taxes
now, your money remains where it
can continue to work for you.

How Annuities Work
Annuities are designed specifi-

cally for retirement savings and are
priced accordingly. If you withdraw
money from an annuity prior to 591⁄2,
penalty taxes, income taxes and sur-
render charges may apply.

Once you decide to withdraw
money from the annuity after age
591⁄2, income taxes apply. But, you
are more likely to be in a lower tax
bracket when you retire. That trans-
lates to taxes consuming a much
smaller portion of each dollar com-
pared to when your income was
higher. Simply put, taxes can have
a dramatic impact on your earnings. 

Another benefit of fixed annuities
is the potential for life-long income.
According to Duke University
Sociology Professor Linda George,
Ph.D., the number one fear of retired
Americans is running out of income
before running out of life. With CDs,
and other taxable accounts, there is
the potential of outliving your invest-
ments. As its name suggests, with a
fixed annuity, you can choose to annu-
itize your payment options. This
means you will have regular pay-
ments for as long as you live. 

Before making any major
financial decisions, investors
should first meet with an invest-
ment professional. For more infor-
mation about fixed annuities, visit
www.nationwide.com. Fixed annu-
ities underwritten by Nationwide
Life Insurance Company.

Conservative Investment Options Popular
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Assumptions: 1) Initial investment of $50,000. 2) Annual 
interest rate is 5% for each year. 3) 27.5% federal income 
taxes, which vary by individual. This hypothetical illustration 
is not meant to serve as a projection or prediction of any 
specific investment. This graph is not intended to indicate the 
actual performance of any investment vehicle.

*If withdrawals are made prior to age 591/2, a 10% tax 
penalty may apply. This illustration does not include any 
early withdrawal charges, which may reduce the surrender 
value if reflected. Taxes are due upon distribution.

Year Tax Deferral* Tax Deferral* Taxable
(before taxes) (after taxes) Investment

5 $63,814 $60,015 $59,744
10 $81,444 $72,797 $71,386
15 $103,946 $89,111 $85,297
20 $132,664 $109,932 $101,920
25 $169,317 $136,505 $121,782
30 $216,097 $170,420 $145,514

(NAPSA)—A new toll-free hot-
line which connects callers to
nurses, pharmacists and doctors
specially trained to handle poison
emergencies and provide poison
prevention assistance, has been
created by The American Asso-
ciation of Poison Control Centers
(AAPCC). This free and confiden-
tial service is available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. For tips
and information on poison preven-
tion, call 1-800-222-1222 or visit
www.1-800-222-1222.info.

Scientists are finding new
ways to combat lung cancer in the
United States. According to a
study recently published in the
New England Journal of
Medicine, a new treatment option
may offer hope for those who suf-
fer from a small-cell lung cancer,
a particularly hard-to-treat form
of the disease. The study showed
that a new chemotherapy regimen
involving Camptosar, also known

as CPT 11, in combination with
another cancer drug, cisplatin,
significantly prolonged survival
for small-cell lung cancer
patients. For more information
about the study, contact Vander-
bilt-Ingram’s Cancer Information
Program at 1-800-811-8480 or
visit www.vicc.org.

(NAPSA)—The Skil Consumer
Council uses Skil Power Tools for
home improvement projects and
the council provides feedback on
their experiences that other do-it-
yourselfers may find useful. To
view the before and after photos of
these projects, visit www.skil.com.
The site was built with DIYers in
mind and offers animated, step-by-
step directions for home improve-
ment projects.

Russell  Athletic ’s  For the
Long Run™ survey found that
men (31 percent) and women (33
percent) said “comfort” was the
most important function of their
fitness apparel. Wearing com-
fortable workout gear can help
you stay focused on getting back
into shape. Looking for comfort-
able workout gear? Try Russell

Athletic’s Power Performance
line featuring Dri-Power™. The
new fabric wicks sweat away
from the body, keeping you dry
and comfortable. Dri Power™

includes t-shirts, shorts, mock-
turtlenecks, and breakaway
pants. To learn about these prod-
ucts, visit www.russellathletic.
com.

***
Leaders learn by leading, and
they learn best by leading in the
face of obstacles. As weather
shapes mountains, problems
shape leaders.

—Warren Bennis
***

***
There is nothing more poetic in
the freshness of its passions
than a sixteen-year-old heart.
The morning of life is like the
dawn of a day, full of purity,
visions and harmony.

—Chateaubriand
***

***
Only two things are infinite, the universe and stupidity—and I’m
not sure about the former.

—Albert Einstein
***


