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(NAPSA)—Businesses of all
sizes today can combat the cost
increases that not only affect their
ability to deliver products and ser-
vices but also their profitability. 

While businesses expect cost
increases over time, there are key
steps that they can take to miti-
gate the effects on their company’s
value chain. A recent survey
reveals some interesting insights. 

The survey, conducted by lead-
ing industry trade publication
Supply & Demand Chain Execu-
tive and Staples Contract Divi-
sion, indicates that few companies
are effective at passing cost
increases for commodities, such as
office supplies, transportation,
steel and energy, on to their cus-
tomers. In fact, only 14 percent of
executives rated their companies
as highly effective. 

Businesses must consider con-
solidating suppliers and lowest
total delivered cost when selecting
suppliers. Survey respondents
indicate that these are the most
common and effective strategies
that businesses can implement to
help cope with price increases. 

When businesses consolidate
suppliers, it’s critical for them to
demand a strategic supplier that
provides a “frictionless” purchas-
ing system. This system has the
potential to drive as much cost out
of the process as possible. 

A strategic supplier will recog-
nize that today’s product pricing
represents the shortest-lived
advantage and that the real sav-
ings comes from a focus on the
lowest total delivered cost of goods
or services, measured over time. 

This approach includes setting
policies on minimum order sizes,
driving online ordering or reduc-
tion in delivery options to lower

the total cost of relationships with
key suppliers. 

“Lowest total delivered cost
focuses on the ‘soft dollar’, or back-
end, savings generated by process
improvements such as reducing
small order activity, as well as the
‘hard dollar,’ or product, savings,”
said Jay Baitler, executive vice
president of Staples Contract Divi-
sion and a leading advocate of low-
est total delivered cost. 

When selecting among compet-
ing suppliers, a business should
also consider each supplier’s abil-
ity to provide tools that help the
buying company understand its
total spend as the first step to
uncovering savings opportunities. 

By promoting greater under-
standing of the benefits of the low-
est total delivered cost approach
both through greater collaboration
with preferred vendors and
through education about total
delivered cost within one’s own
organization, businesses can reap
the benefits of their procurement
systems and supplier relationships. 

To learn more about lowest
total delivered cost and how com-
panies address cost increases,
visit www.StaplesContract.com or
call 877-520-5465. 

Ease The Effects Of Rising Costs (NAPSA)—A quick look inside
today’s fashion magazines reveals
top designers showing off their
animal instincts more and more.
From runway to real life, wildlife
prints are a fashion “must” and
include everything from butter-
flies to zebra stripes. 

In fact, most fashion experts
say this season’s hot styles are a
mixture of bohemian and wild
safari. Tiger and zebra prints, jun-
gle patterns, and tunics with
detailed embellishments are a
must-have fashion look that any-
one can wear. Here are some tips
that will help you pull it off:

• Stylists say that wearing safari
animal prints, especially leopard, is
a great way to add a bold, fashion-
able edge to your wardrobe. 

• If it’s a transformation you’re
looking for, the butterfly motif is
also taking flight in the fashion
industry and can be seen on
everything from shoes to hair
clips, bags, tops and even gowns.
Celebrities are catching on to the
craze, as can be seen in the pages
of beauty and fashion magazines. 

•Butterflies have begun to flut-
ter from fashion into other indus-
tries as well. Because butterflies
symbolize freedom and the confi-
dence that follows, some brands
have selected it as an icon. Most
recently, Stayfree® has incorpo-
rated a pretty butterfly logo to its
fun, aqua-colored Dry Max pack-
aging. So if you’re looking for a
way to energize your wardrobe,
stylists say to incorporate a but-
terfly element—whether it’s a
handbag, top, scarf or pin. 

• The animal trend reaches
beyond leopards and butterflies.
Fashionistas can expect to see a
lot more clothes and accessories

featuring animal elements in the
coming months. 

Other hot trends to keep an
eye out for include snakeskin
accessories and sleek, African-
inspired separates, as well as
real and fake fur adorning jack-
ets, sweaters and more. Luxe fab-
rics like croc and shearling and
even fox fur collars were all the
rage at recent fashion shows and
are expected to hit the racks in
the coming months.

When it comes to fashion, it’s a
jungle out there. Remember, with
these bold safari-style prints and
accessories, be careful not to
overdo it. Sometimes, less is more.

New Fashion Trends Take A Walk On The Wild Side

SEASON’S HOT STYLES—Jungle pat-
terns are a must-have fashion
look that anyone can wear. 

(NAPSA)—Ear infections affect
16 million children every year.
But since the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention recom-
mended using a new vaccine as
part of children’s vaccination
schedules, physicians have begun
to notice a change in the most
common cause of these infections. 

The vaccine, known as Prev-
nar, protects against a bacteria
called streptococcus pneumoniae
(strep pneumo, one of the bacte-
ria that cause ear infections).
Researchers have found that
while the vaccine is effective in
preventing strep pneumo infec-
tions, it has actually caused a
shift in the primary bacteria
responsible for ear infections,
to  a less common bacteria—
Haemophilus influenzae (H. flu). 

Studies show that this bug is
increasingly prevalent in chil-
dren’s ear infections. Before the
vaccine, almost half of ear infec-
tions were caused by strep
pneumo, but by 2002, nearly 60
percent of cases were caused by
H. flu.  According to a 2002
review of medical records, vacci-
nated children with ear infec-
tions were three times more
likely to have the H. flu bug.
Considering this shift, physi-
cians may need to change the
type of antibiotic they prescribe
for ear infections. 

To determine the best treat-
ment for a child’s ear infection,

the doctor needs to know the spe-
cific cause, but this is difficult
because a clear diagnosis requires
an ear tap, which can be compli-
cated and painful. So, doctors usu-
ally prescribe a treatment for the
most common cause of the infec-
tion. But not all antibiotics are
effective against both strep
pneumo and H. flu. Older medica-
tions, such as penicillins, do not
address these bacteria as effec-
tively as newer antibiotics, like
cephalosporins, against the most
common bacteria. 

When doctors prescribe antibi-
otics to treat ear infections, it is
important to consider medica-
tions that effectively treat the
right bacteria and eliminate the
infection. If your child is diag-
nosed with an ear infection, talk
to your doctor about choosing the
best antibiotic for your child. For
more information about ear infec-
tions and treatment options, visit
www.berrygoodears.com.

Ear Infections: The New Major Cause
(NAPSA)—It can be easier than

you think to protect your home. All
it takes is a little foresight.

This year the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
predicts seven to nine hurricanes
during the coming season, June 1
to November 30. Of those, three
to five will be major storms
ranked Category 3 or higher on
the Saffir-Simpson scale of hurri-
cane strength. To keep your home
and family safe, it’s important to
be prepared.

Here are some things you can
do to avoid property damage—or
injury:

• Keep on hand a first-aid kit,
bottled water, a battery-operated
TV or radio (or a hand-cranked
radio) and a cellphone. Remember,
landline phones can be unsafe
during electrical storms.

• You can minimize damage to
your home by trimming back dead
or weak branches from trees.

• In case you’re not home, have
an emergency kit on hand for your
car. Load a water-resistant con-
tainer with a flashlight, a portable
radio, a first-aid kit, a blanket,
booster cables, a fire extinguisher,
bottled water, nonperishable high-
energy foods, current road maps,
spare motor oil and brake and
steering fluid, tire sealer, a tire
repair kit and tire air pump,
emergency flares, a shovel, and a
tow strap or rope.

• Tape, even duct tape, will not

adequately protect your windows.
If you don’t have shutters, the
best way to cover your windows is
with a piece of half-inch or 5/8”
plywood cut to fit each one. The
boards should be marked so you
know which piece goes with which
window. You should drill holes
every 18 inches for screws long
before the storm even threatens.

• During a storm, stay as close
to the center of your home as
possible.

• Use flashlights rather than
candles if the power is out. Switch
a single light on so you’ll know
when power has been restored.

For additional benefits, if you
are building or remodeling, con-
sider plywood for your floors
and roofs. Benefits of Georgia-
Pacific ’s Plytanium® plywood
include stiffer, quieter floors and
more durable roofs.

For more information, go to
www.plytanium.com.

Being Prepared For Thunder, Lightning Or Rain

It’s well worth the effort to pre-
vent storm damage to your
home.

Ravishing Roasted Onions
(NAPSA)—To bring out the

savory, mouthwatering flavor of
onions, try slow roasting. First,
remove the skins of a medium
onion, season with salt and pep-
per and place in a baking dish.
Cover the dish and bake at 400
degrees for 1 hour or until onions
are tender. To serve, cut onions in
half and spoon remaining roasting
juices over onions or serve with a
simple Herb Butter Sauce. 

HERB BUTTER SAUCE
In a small skillet, melt 1⁄4 cup

butter. Add 1⁄4 cup packed fresh
herb leaves (sage, thyme,
oregano or marjoram). Cook,
stirring over medium heat
until butter begins to brown
and the herbs are crispy. Be
careful not to burn butter or
herbs. Makes 8 servings. 

For more recipes using onions,
send a stamped, self-addressed
business-size envelope to the
National  Onion Association,
Department FF, 822 7th Street,
Suite 510, Greeley, CO 80631. For
additional information about
onions, visit www.onions-usa.org.

Roasted onions make a delicious
side dish with meat or as a vege-
tarian main dish.

(NAPSA)—The National Teacher
of the Year Program, presented by
ING, focuses public attention on
teaching excellence and is the old-
est and most prestigious awards pro-
gram for teachers. ING is a global
financial institution offering bank-
ing, insurance and asset manage-
ment to more then 60 million pri-
vate, corporate and institutional
clients. You can learn more online
at www.ing.com/us.

If you notice your children have
left crayon marks on the walls or
your stairs have scuff marks, you
can try scrubbing with toothpaste.
However, if you’re crunched for
time or have guests over, try the
Scotch-Brite Easy Erasing Pad
from 3M. The pad helps remove
marks quickly and easily. 




