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(NAPSA)—Ever burn your
toast? Ever had your smoke alarm
go off as a result? And now the
question that’s harder to answer:
ever yanked the batteries out to
quiet that screeching noise? If this
sounds even remotely familiar,
read on. There’s new technology
available now that could save
your family’s lives.

Life’s irritations can include
nuisance or “false” alarms caused
when cooking smoke or shower
steam send your smoke alarm into
full alert. In fact, a recent na-
tional survey confirms that 64
million households experience
nuisance activations, largely from
cooking related events.

For many, the solution is to
remove the batteries,  which
human nature tends to conclude,
is not a problem because home
fires always happen to someone
else. It would never happen to
you, right?

Wrong. There’s a residential
fire every two hours, 24/7, in this
country, according to the Centers
for Disease Control. Everyday, fire
fighters walk into burnt-out
homes to carry out the victims
only to find smoke alarms that
didn’t alarm because they could
not—the batteries were dead or
missing. The National Fire Pro-
tection Association estimates that
22 million households today have
inoperable smoke alarms. Com-
bine that with the five million
homes that have no alarm at all
and you rapidly start to grasp why
home fires kill or injure over
20,000 people every year.

What ’s wrong with this pic-
ture? These deaths could have
been prevented.

The NFPA reports that an
operable smoke alarm can im-
prove your chances of survival by
50 percent. “The nuisance alarm
issue has been around since these
life-safety devices were first made
widely available over 30 years
ago,” says Bill Webb, executive
director of the Congressional Fire
Services Institute. “Despite the
success we’ve had recently in edu-
cating the public to use smoke
alarms, many still feel compelled
to disarm the units when cooking
smoke or shower steam causes
them to go off. The end result can
be deadly,” he said.

New technology may save
more lives

What if there was a “smart”
smoke alarm, one that could
reduce the chances of activating in
the presence of cooking smoke,
but savvy enough to immediately
recognize a real fire emergency?
And, here’s the best part, what if
such an alarm was also afford-
able, and drastically easier to
silence or test?

Perhaps the most significant
advancement since the advent of

the smoke alarm, First Alert,
inventor of the first battery oper-
ated smoke alarm, has developed
the first smart alarm that can be
silenced or tested simply by push-
ing any button on a household
remote control device.

What’s more, engineers have
figured out a way to use microchip
technology that helps the alarm
“think” about the smoke it sees.
“Smoke consists of large or small
particles,” reports Mark Devine,
head of engineering at First Alert.
“Cooking smoke has a different
signature than a real home fire
where smoke concentrations are
rapidly building. This new alarm
can differentiate between rapidly
building smoke sources from a
real fire as opposed to a dissipat-
ing smoke scenario from a cook-
ing event.

The end game for consumers is
simple: burn your toast—if the
alarm goes off, just point and
click. The result is virtually no
temptation to do the wrong thing
and remove the batteries. Test the
alarm? Again, point and click. No
more ladders or stools to reach the
test button. Many in the fire ser-
vices community believe this new
technology will do one more
thing—save more lives.

Company officials say it will be
available nationally in mass mer-
chandise, hardware and home
center retailers this fall. The sug-
gested retail price is $29.99. For a
free educational brochure on the
new SA302 smoke alarm, send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope
to Fire Safety Facts, 541 North
Fairbanks, Suite 2040, Chicago,
IL 60611. Or for more information
log on to www.firstalert.com.

Burnt Toast And Tragedy: 64 Million 
Households Could Be At Risk

(NAPSA)—Weekend football games are a great occasion for family
and friends to gather together for a hearty tailgate meal—and chicken
drumsticks are a pre-game delight that is certain to keep the gang
cheering.

With crispy coatings and moist, tender meat inside, you can score
extra yardage by adding a lively dash of barrel-aged TABASCO® brand
Pepper Sauce. So team up with Chargin’ Chicken Drumsticks brushed
with TABASCO Sauce, and kick off your next game day celebration with a
little extra fire.

Chargin’ Chicken Drumsticks

1⁄2 cup butter or margarine (1 stick)
2 tablespoons TABASCO brand Pepper Sauce
1 tablespoon ketchup
1 teaspoon salt

16 chicken drumsticks (about 4 pounds)
1 cup bottled blue cheese dressing

Preheat broiler.
Melt butter over low heat in small saucepan. Stir in TABASCO

Sauce, ketchup and salt.
Place chicken drumsticks on rack in broiling pan; brush with

some TABASCO mixture. Broil chicken drumsticks 10 minutes, 7
to 9 inches from heat source. Turn and brush with remaining
TABASCO mixture. Broil 10 to 15 minutes longer or until drum-
sticks are browned and tender.

Serve with blue cheese dressing.
Makes 8 servings.

Score Big With Chargin’ Chicken Drumsticks

Chargin’ Chicken Drumsticks can add a little extra fire to your
weekend football fare.

(NAPSA)—Here’s some knowl-
edge that may help clear the air at
your home or office:

A testing certification program
by carpet manufacturers makes it
easier to choose a vacuum cleaner
that not only works more effi-
ciently but may improve the qual-
ity of your home’s indoor air.

Today, air quality in the indoor
environment is of utmost concern
and importance. One of the ways
to protect the indoor air quality
(IAQ) is to keep all indoor sur-
faces—including carpet—as clean
as possible. Carpet’s filter-like
effect holds dust, keeping it out of
the air until it can be vacuumed.

Carpet manufacturers want to
be sure that the homeowner and
workplace manager are able to
identify vacuum cleaners that
will do a good job of removing dirt
and dust (containing the dust
within the vacuum cleaner and
filter bag) and not damage the
carpet. Keeping the dust out of
the air helps in keeping all sur-
faces clean and in the quality of
the indoor environment.

The carpet industry’s voluntary
IAQ Vacuum Cleaner Testing pro-
gram has led to an IAQ Testing
program label, developed by the
Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI),
which is attached to vacuum
cleaners (both residential and
commercial) that meet the carpet
manufacturing industry’s perfor-
mance standard for positive con-
tributions to indoor air quality
and care for the carpet.

This label makes it much eas-

ier for consumers and profession-
als to identify and purchase vac-
uum cleaners that do their clean-
ing jobs well while protecting the
quality of indoor air.

The CRI program identifies vac-
uum cleaners that must perform
each of three tasks well: (1) soil
removal, (2) dust containment
(without putting the dust back into
the air), and (3) carpet appearance
retention.

The label appears on machine
packaging, merchandising dis-
plays and hang tags. The logo
may also be permanently placed
on the machine itself.

For a list of vacuum cleaners
that have been tested and bear
the label, visit CRI’s Web site at
www.carpet-rug.com.

Vacuum Cleaners That Really Do The Job

Vacuum cleaners may help
improve the air quality in homes.
Look for this logo.
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(NAPSA)—Just the fax. That’s
what most fax owners want. They
do not want a lot of junk faxes
tying up their machines.

Fortunately, there are ways to
block the faxes you don’t want.

For example, Adonis Electron-
ics LLC, a company that manufac-
tures and markets phone protec-
tion and privacy devices, has
created a component-based junk
fax blocker: The FaxFilter. 

The easy-to-install FaxFilter
works with a fax machine con-
nected to a dedicated phone line,
or with machines that share a line
with a modem. 

The small attachment requires
only three connections: phone line
in, phone line out and a power cord. 

Owners just plug their phone
line into the filter, then run the
line to their fax machines. After
that, no more junk faxes.

“I designed the FaxFilter
because I don’t like to waste my
time or resources on junk faxes,”
said Remy Fourre, CEO of Adonis
and inventor of the FaxFilter.
“There has been a federal law pro-
hibiting unsolicited faxes for the
past ten years, but that really has
not had an effect on the people
who send them. Litigation is just
too costly and time-intensive to be
a practical solution. The FaxFilter
is the simplest, most cost-effective
option available to end junk faxes
once and for all.”

The filter eliminates junk faxes
by asking all would-be fax senders
to enter a two-digit extension
prior to initiating the fax. If the
sender does not know the code,
the filter breaks the connection.

Each new filter comes with a
preprinted notification bearing
the device ’s access code and
instructions for speed dialing.
Owners need only send the notice
to their list of business contacts
and friends.

The filter is available for about
$69, plus shipping, with no addi-
tional or recurring fees. 

The device can be ordered at
www.faxfilter.com or by calling
the toll-free phone number: 1-866-
413-8313.

Filtering Out The Fax You Don’t Want

A new filter eliminates junk
faxes, which can free up the fax
machine.

(NAPSA)—Fall is the time to
clean up the yard and protect
plants from cooler weather. Peren-
nial plant debris should be
removed and composted. The Rub-
bermaid Yard Composter can be a
good choice for a contained com-
post pile. Its double wall construc-
tion helps the pile reach the inter-
nal temperature of 140˚F
necessary to kill insects and
organisms. For more information
on fall clean-up products, visit
www.rubbermaid.com.

Looking for a vacation that
combines natural wonders, his-
tory, world-class art and enter-
tainment? Simply shuffle off to
Buffalo. The Buffalo Niagara
Region of New York state has
become a year-round destination
for those seeking what has been
described as a vibrant and sophis-
ticated theatre and art scene. To
learn more, visit www.buffalo
cvb.org or call 1-800-Buffalo. 




