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(NAPSA)—One positive result of
the recent recession: It has made us
more conscientious consumers. A
2010 survey from Booz & Company
found that 65 percent of consumers
now consider saving to be more
important than spending, and that
they are more inclined than ever to
do research before making pur-
chases; that is, if they choose to buy
at all. The concept of renting is fast
gaining popularity, with a prolifer-
ation of online services that enable
customers to quickly and easily bor-
row anything from camping gear to
textbooks and everything in between
at a fraction of the cost of buying. 

College Students
With tuition costs that far sur-

pass the rate of inflation, families
need all the help they can get to
make college more affordable. The
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
ranks textbooks as the second
highest educational expense after
tuition, room and board, and
many students pay upwards of
$1,000 per semester. 
Textbook rental companies like

Chegg.com, however, offer much-
needed financial relief to students
nationwide by offering huge dis-
counts on textbooks, fast shipping
and free returns—and the com-
pany plants a tree every time a
student rents. A popular textbook,
“The Science of Psychology” by
Laura King, can be rented from
Chegg.com for about 80 percent
off the price of buying it.
Students who rent textbooks

from Chegg.com can save an aver-
age of $2,000 over the course of
their college career.

Techies and Hobbyists
An obsession with the latest

and greatest gadgets can get pricey
quickly. The Census Bureau esti-
mates that the average American
spends over $900 annually to sup-
port his or her habit of cable televi-
sion, Internet con nectivity and
video games. With websites like
ATSRentals.com, consumers can
spend less on everything from
HDTVs to GPS navigation systems
(rent for $20 vs. buying for $260).
Photography can also be an expen-
sive hobby if you buy instead of
rent, but Borrowlenses.com offers
affordable camera equipment
rentals, for budding amateurs and
seasoned professionals alike, such

as a Nikon fish-eye lens (retails at
$695) for just $28.
Want to go camping but don’t

want the hassle of buying and
transporting expensive equip-
ment? (A good backpack alone can
cost up to $400.) LowerGear.com
will ship all the low-cost rented
gear you need (including that
backpack for $29) to your home or
destination whether you’re headed
out on a long backpacking trip 
or an adventure in your own 
backyard.

Fashionistas
A slew of websites have surfaced

that make even the most sought-
after labels affordable to almost
everyone. Get that new $1,500
Herve Leger cocktail dress from
RenttheRunway.com or WearTo
dayGoneTomorrow.com for around
$150. That’s 90 percent off the
retail price and the shipping and
the dry cleaning are free, too.
Savvy renters can even pair their
dress with a designer handbag (and
heels, jewelry and sunglasses) from
BagBorroworSteal.com.

Don’t Know What to Rent? 
Don’t worry—there’s a rental

site for you! Rentcycle.com lets
anyone discover, compare and rent
all types of things online at a
great price, from tools to sports
equipment and party supplies.
(Rent a Cannondale Six road bike
that retails at $1,600 for just $50.)
The site connects consumers with
a community of more than 30,000
rental businesses across the U.S.
and it promotes sustainability by
supporting local businesses. Not
only are you getting the things
you need conveniently and for less
money, you’re helping others, too.
With all the options to rent,

you’ll have plenty of money saved
to invest in your future. 

Why Buy When You Can Rent?

The cost of textbooks can really
add up. Students who rent text-
books can save an average of
$2,000 during their college career.
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(NAPSA)—The late summer and
fall months are popular times to be
outdoors, but it’s also the most active
season for stinging insects like
wasps, yellow jackets and carpen-
ter bees. The National Pest
Management Association (NPMA)
warns that during these months,
stinging insects are busy scaveng-
ing for food to prepare for the win-
ter. They are often attracted to back-
yard barbecues and picnics, which
increases your chances of being
stung. In fact, the NPMA reports
that stinging insects send more than
500,000 people to the emergency
room every year.
Here are a few facts to help you

protect yourself from stinging
insects this season:
• Unlike some stinging insect

species, wasps are known for their
unprovoked aggression. A single
colony of wasps can contain more
than 15,000 members, so an infes-
tation should not be taken lightly.
• Some stinging insects can

build their nests in the ground,
including yellow jackets and vel-
vet ants, which despite their
name, are a species of wasp. Vel-
vet ants have a painful, needlelike
stinger that can provoke an aller-
gic reaction. Overseeding your
yard provides more coverage and
discourages these pests from nest-
ing on your property.
• Painting or staining un -

treated wood in fences, decks,
swing sets and soffits will help
keep stinging insects such as car-
penter bees out. Carpenter bees
resemble bumblebees and create
nests by drilling tunnels into soft

wood, which over time, can
severely compromise the stability
of a structure. 
• Only female carpenter bees

have stingers. Female carpenter
bees will only sting if threatened,
but reactions to these stings can
range from mild irritation to life-
threatening respiratory distress. 
• The NPMA recommends

inspecting your property fre-
quently for signs of a stinging
insect infestation. Common nest-
ing sites include under eaves, on
ceiling beams in attics, garages
and sheds and under porches. If
you find a nest or suspect an
infestation, it is critical that you
hire a pest professional. Attempt-
ing to remove a nest on your own
can be extremely dangerous.
For more information on sting-

ing insects, including prevention
tips and pest guides, visit
www.pestworld.org.

Enjoy The Outdoors Without The Sting Of
Wasps, Yellow Jackets and Bees

Don’t let wasps and other sting-
ing insects spoil your warm
weather fun. Inspect your prop-
erty frequently for infestations. 
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(NAPSA)—Seniors and people
with disabilities who rely on
home medical equipment and
services will pay a steep price
under Medicare’s controversial
and mislabeled “competitive”
bidding program for durable
medical equipment. 
Currently, the Centers for

Medicare and Medicaid Services’
use of competitive bidding to set
reimbursement prices for durable
medical equipment, prosthetics,
orthotics and supplies is ineffi-
cient. It involves what the South-
ern Economic Journal called
“overly complex rules for choos-
ing winners and setting prices
[that] distort the incentives that
bidders face and may actually
result in in creased prices for
some consumers.” 
Unintended consequences of

the bidding program can include:
• Reduced access to care and

service disruption—The bidding
program restricts choices for home
medical items and services, and it
may trigger a race to the bottom
in terms of quality. 
• Higher spending by Med-

icare—The bidding process can
lead to longer, more expensive
hospital stays and more physician
office visits, nursing home admis-
sions and emergency room visits. 
• Less competition—The bid

program can reduce the number of
competitors. 
• Loss of jobs and small busi-

nesses—The program can result
in thousands of small businesses
closing and result in as many as
100,000 job losses nationwide. 
Fortunately, there’s an alterna-

tive. A bipartisan group of more

than 250 lawmakers in the U.S.
House of Representatives sup-
ports legislation that would repeal
the bidding program and replace
it with a fiscally responsible mea -
sure to reduce payment rates for
home care while preserving the
ability of home medical equipment
providers to continue serving
Medicare beneficiaries.
As more people receive medical

equipment and services at home,
the U.S. will reduce expensive
hospital stays, emergency room
visits and nursing home ad -
missions. In fact, home medical
equipment is an important part of
the solution to the nation’s health
care–funding crisis. 
Many people concerned about

the health of America are writing
to their legislators about this
issue at www.house.gov and
www.capwiz.com/aahomecare.
For more information, you can

visit www.aahomecare.org/compe
titivebidding. 

Seniors And People With Disabilities May 
Pay Steeper Price For Medical Equipment 

The home is the most cost-effec-
tive setting for post-acute care of
the elderly and disabled. 

(NAPSA)—Combined Insurance
offers a free, downloadable needs
assessment to help you evaluate
your insurance situation. Go to
www.combinedinsurance.com/mynee
ds or call (877) 566-8760 for a free
copy of the questionnaire. 

**  **  **
Not only are many farmers

reporting more three- and four-
bean pods in their fields with
Asgrow Genuity® Roundup Ready
2 Yield soybeans, but many are
even finding five-bean pods, which
were practically unheard of prior
to the newer soybean technology.
For more information, visit
www.asgrowanddekalb.com/5bean.

**  **  **
For information on the more

than 300 new medicines now being
developed to help treat mental ill-
ness, visit www.phrma.org. If you
are uninsured and need help pay-
ing for your medicines, visit the
Partnership for Prescription Assis-
tance at www.pparx.org or call
(888) 4PPA-NOW. 

**  **  **
Many children do not have

access to after-school activities.
To address this issue, JCPenney,
which sells IZOD Approved
School Wear, created the JCPen-
ney Afterschool Fund, which has
donated more than $80 million to
local after-school programs. For
more information, visit www.
 jcpenney.com/uniforms.

***
Poverty is uncomfortable, as I
can testify: but nine times out
of 10 the best thing that can hap-
pen to a young man is to be
tossed overboard and compelled
to sink or swim for himself. 

—James A. Garfield 
***

William H. Harrison, the ninth president of the United States,
served the shortest term. He died from pneumonia 30 days after he
was inaugurated in 1841.

The Mason-Dixon Line is named for Charles Mason and Jeremiah
Dixon, English astronomers who surveyed the border between Penn-
sylvania and Maryland in 1767.

***
To see the Earth as we now see it, small and beautiful in that eter-
nal silence where it floats, is to see ourselves as riders on the
Earth together, brothers on that bright loveliness in the unend-
ing night. 

—Archibald MacLeish 
***

Pan American World Airways
started the use of nautical terms
in connection with air travel.
Words like “captain” and “stew-
ards” were used to attract cus-
tomers who were accustomed to
luxury ship travel. It also began
dressing its crews in naval-style
uniforms.




