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(NAPSA)—As the annual estimate
for termite damage in homes dou-
bled this year to $5 billion, a wide
majority of homeowners don’t think
their home is in any danger, accord-
ing to a national survey sponsored
by Premise® Termite Elimination.

“It’s an old conundrum—if
homeowners don’t see the prob-
lem, they think it’s not there,”
says Dr. Byron Reid, a Ph.D. for
Premise Termite Elimination and
nobugs.com. “Unfortunately, ter-
mites stay out of the limelight and
hide inside seemingly undamaged
walls. It’s not until significant,
costly damage occurs that home-
owners pay any attention.”

According to the survey, 40 per-
cent of homeowners feel termite
damage up to $2,000 would be a
financial hardship. When buying
a home, 57 percent of Americans
are most concerned about finding
old termite damage. However, one
in three homeowners has never
had a termite inspection. 

Termites can remain hidden for
up to 12 years without any visible
signs of infestation. Although
most homeowners are required to
have insurance with any home
purchase, policies rarely cover ter-
mite damage—leaving the home-
owner footing the bill.

“Homeowners should schedule
yearly termite inspections with a
professional pest management
company,” says Reid. “Pest man-
agement professionals can offer
options for the best ways to pro-
tect your home against termites,
such as preventative tips and dif-
ferent treatment options.”

For long-lasting, responsible
termite protection, pest manage-
ment professionals nationwide
recommend nonrepellent liquid
termiticides, such as Premise
from Bayer Environmental Sci-
ence, an odorless nonrepellent ter-
miticide that has protected mil-
lions of homes around the world.
The active ingredient in Premise
is the most widely used insecticide
in the world and is guaranteed for
seven years. 

The survey was a nationally
representative telephone study
conducted among homeowners by
International Communications
Research. The study included a
total of 364 homeowners ages 18
and older with a maximum mar-
gin of error of +/- 5.1 percent.

For more information on how
to prevent termite damage in the
home or to find a local PMP, visit
www.nobugs.com or call 1-800-
331-2867.

Survey: 75% Of Homeowners Don’t Believe
Their Home’s At Risk For Termite Damage

(NAPSA)—It’s not uncommon
for workers to dread going to the
office—at least occasionally. But
what about the growing number of
Americans who work at home?
When the home office looms as a
daily nightmare—piled high with
papers, work scattered on every
available surface, an antiquated
computer propped up on a bridge
table, etc.—any job can quickly
fall to drudgery.

In addition, working at home
instead of an office can be fraught
with pitfalls. According to a study
by the Economist Intelligence
Unit, the noted global research
and advisory firm, 61 percent of
respondents reported that work-
ing in a home office blurred the
division between their work life
and home life; 44 percent said
that working at home made it
more difficult to collaborate with
colleagues. Other liabilities com-
monly associated with the home
office—especially for all but the
most self-disciplined—include
intrusive phone calls, the lure of
the TV and the refrigerator, fam-
ily obligations, procrastination
and even a tendency to overwork.

Now there’s a contest for people
who want to move out of their home
offices, with a grand prize of 12
months of free rent for “real” office
space. Aimed at those hardy souls
who have—in the past and present—
toiled amidst crying babies, nagging
spouses, annoying neighbors and

other horrors found in the unpro-
ductive environs of the home office,
the Home Office From Hell™ contest
will reward one lucky worker with
a year-long sabbatical.

“For anyone who’s ever had to
deal with a bratty child, fend off
overly persistent telemarketers
and fix a toaster—all while nego-
tiating an important business
deal—this is a chance to have a
professional office for a year,
rent-free,” said Jeffrey A. Lan-
ders, founder and president of
Offices2share.com. “All they have
to do is examine the frustrations
and drawbacks of working at
home and put a humorous spin
on it.” Contestants can base their
lists on both real-life and whimsi-
cal situations; entries will be
judged on originality, creativity,
humor and relevance to topic.

To enter the contest, simply
submit a list of your top 10 rea-
sons for wanting (however desper-
ately) to move out of your home
office. Entries will be judged by
an independent panel that in-
cludes volunteers from SCORE
(Counselors to America’s Small
Businesses), a national nonprofit
organization which provides coun-
seling and training to small busi-
nesses.

“We are pleased to be associ-
ated with Offices2share.com and
this innovative contest that
humorously focuses attention on
the issues and challenges facing
home-based entrepreneurs and
small businesses,” said Ken
Yancey, SCORE’s CEO.

About Offices2share.com
Founded in 1999, Offices2

share.com operates a Web site
that focuses exclusively on short-
term, ready-to-use office space
nationwide. This type of space is
ideally suited for start-ups, small
businesses, consultants/profes-
sionals and any other businesses
that want to avoid the upfront
costs and long lease terms that
are typically required when rent-
ing “traditional” office space.

Those wishing to enter the
Home Office From Hell contest
can visit www.offices2share.com/
contest and fill out the requisite
online form. Official rules, prize
description, guidelines and helpful
hints are included therein. 

Escape To A “Real” Office For A Year—Rent-Free

If your home office situation is
less than heavenly, a new con-
test may help.

(NAPSA)—They’re on high-
ways in every state in America—
the oversized boat on a trailer
that’s too small, the overloaded
pickup with its cargo ready to top-
ple and the rickety camper sway-
ing across the lanes. 

Some 57,000 crashes involving
passenger vehicles towing trailers
occur annually, according to five-
year averages from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Associa-
tion (NHTSA). In 2003 alone, acci-
dents with trailing vehicles
resulted in 364 deaths, 14,484
injuries and 40,080 instances of
property damage. 

“Many trailering accidents can
be prevented by having the right
equipment and following basic
safety measures,” said Jim Reck-
nagel, General Manager, Automo-
tive Group for Master Lock.
“While sales of campers, boats,
ATVs and motorcycles continue to
rise across the country, so too will
the number of accidents involving
the towing of these recreational
vehicles if the necessary steps to
safe towing are not followed.”

A new study, “Towing Troubles:
Danger on America’s Road,” from
Master Lock and Customer Pro-
files, Ltd., tracks the safety—or
lack thereof—of the vehicles and
trailers being towed on the road-
ways of America. The study found
that of Americans who tow:

• 41 percent have trailer tires in
only moderate or worse condition.
Worn, under-inflated and dry-rotted
tires can blow under highway condi-
tions, leading to dangerous acci-

dents. Some 40 percent of accidents
involving a passenger vehicle tow-
ing a trailer are due to faulty tires.

• 55 percent have moderate,
poor or extremely poor electrical
systems, which means brake
lights, turn signals and reverse
lights, may not work properly.

• 49 percent have trailers that
are not level. An unleveled trailer
will reduce the driver’s control of
the vehicle and may cause the
trailer and consequently the vehi-
cle to fishtail.

• 51 percent do not use both
pins and locks to secure towing
system components. 

• 44 percent do not have safety
chains crisscrossed under the cou-
pler with enough room for turns.
Properly crossed safety chains
form a cradle to catch a trailer if it
becomes unhitched and prevent it
from falling onto the road where it
can cause severe vehicle and
trailer damage as well as acci-
dents and injuries.

There is Safety in Knowing 
Many accidents can be avoided

by properly inspecting, maintain-

ing and replacing towing system
components when needed.

• Inspect tires for wear and
tear, and check the tire pressure
on the tow vehicle and trailer.

• Be sure the towing system
components—hitch, ball mount,
hitch ball, coupler and safety
chains—are properly secured and
adjusted.

• Check that the trailer is
level. Be sure weight levels are
appropriate for the towing system.
Measure Gross Trailer Weight
(trailer and cargo) on a public
vehicle scale. Measure Tongue
Weight (amount of pressure the
coupler exerts on the hitch ball)
with a bathroom scale or trailer
tongue weight scale. The TW
should be no more than 10 percent
of the GTW.

• Check the wiring system to
make sure all running lights,
brake lights, turn signals and haz-
ard lights are working.

• Frequently change engine
and transmission oils and filters,
lubricate components and check
the cooling system.

• Have the brakes inspected
regularly on both vehicles. Be
sure that necessary adjustments
are made and any damaged or
worn parts are replaced.

• If the towing system is more
than 5 years old, regularly pulls
heavy loads or is exposed to salt
air and harsh weather, consider
upgrading the towing system. 

For more information on safe
towing tips, visit www.master
lock.com.

Drive At Your Own Risk: Danger On America’s Road

Many trailering accidents can be
prevented by following basic
safety measures, according to a
national program.

(NAPSA)—Recent innovations
may help save lives and cut costs
related to fire. For instance, one
U.S. harbor uses a vessel called
Fireboat2 to patrol its shores. The
boat is extremely maneuverable,
thanks to special propellers
designed by a firm called Voith.
That maneuverability allows it to
deliver up to 38,000 gallons of
water in one minute to virtually
any point in the harbor. For more
information, go to http://www.
voithturbo.com/firefighting/.

Wireless computer networks
may be especially prone to hack-
ers—but there are ways to keep
the networks secure. For instance,
only designate specific files for
sharing and consider using WEP
encryption. WEP is designed to
provide the same level of security
as a wired network. For more tips
visit www.geeksoncall. 

Some of the most popular video
games are completely nonviolent.
For instance, a game called “Myst
V: End Of Ages” features no adult
themes or killing. Instead, it chal-
lenges players to make moral
decisions and uses new features
to immerse players in lifelike set-
tings. It’s the final installment in
a series and has been called the
grand finale to one of the most
popular adventure games of all
time. For more information, visit
www.myst.com.

With the well-being of hun-
dreds of thousands of people
hanging in the balance, America
can forge a new and better way of
serving those in need, says Brian
Gallagher, the president and CEO
of the United Way of America.

Technology companies have
deployed leading-edge solutions
to bring high-speed wireless
Internet access to Hurricane Kat-
rina priority relief centers. Wire-
less access points and even long-
range WiMAX technology are
being set up along the Gulf Coast
of Mississippi. These networks
allow FEMA and other first
responders to communicate with
one another in an area where the
infrastructure has been com-
pletely destroyed. One volunteer,
Intel’s Wayne Allen who is on the
ground in Louisiana, described
his team’s outlook: “This is what
we do. When asked to jump, we
ask how high.”




