
16

(NAPSA)—The amenities of
home aren’t just popular with
people. In fact, the number-one
“nuisance pest” in the U.S. enters
homes because that’s where food
and water are. The pests are
ants, and experts say no matter
how your home is constructed,
where it’s located or how old it is,
it could be invaded by them.
Homeowners and party hosts
know this all too well—scurrying
around to buy ant traps and over-
the-counter bug sprays before
guests arrive at parties, BBQs
and get-togethers. 

“I hear from frustrated callers
every week who have tried every
do-it-yourself ant control product
on the shelf without success,” said
Tom Kraeutler, host of “The
Money Pit,” a nationally syndi-
cated home improvement radio
show. “When you add up the time
and money they’ve spent trying to
rid their homes of ants, it would
have been less expensive and a
whole lot easier to call a pest
management professional to get it
done right the first time.”

According to Kraeutler, home-
owner mentality is quickly shifting
from the do-it-yourself mantra to a
time-efficient outlook that involves
having a pest management pro
tackle ant invasions—and with
good results.

“Effective ant control begins
with a professional inspection and
treatments using the most techno-
logically advanced products avail-
able,” notes Kraeutler. “Unde-
tectable liquid treatments like
Termidor Ant Control are applied
to the outside foundation walls of
your home and, combined with

periodic inspections, can ensure
long-term defense.”

Be Part of the Solution
Of course, homeowners can

play a role in ant control, too. Ants
need food and water, and they
need a way to gain access to your
home. Try these tips:

Inside
• Clean up spilled food and

beverages.
• Diligently take out the trash.
• Rinse out jars and containers

before you place them in trash
cans and recycling bins.

Outside
• Seal doors and windows.
• Keep rain gutters clean to

prevent moisture inside walls.
• Trim trees and shrubs away

from your house; ants can use
limbs as “bridges” to gain access
to a home.

A Termidor treatment can be
made only by a licensed pest man-
agement professional who has been
trained and certified to use it. Visit
TermidorHome.com and enter your
zip code to find a pest management
professional in the area.

Protecting Homes From Ants

Find ways to tell ants to bug off.

(NAPSA)—From the golf links
to the links between math and sci-
ence, a new training academy is
helping elementary school teach-
ers enhance their teaching skills
in math and science and discover
engaging ways to increase student
interest and achievement in these
subjects.

Called the Mickelson Exxon-
Mobil Teachers Academy, the pro-
gram is sponsored by Professional
Golf Association (PGA) golfer Phil
Mickelson, his wife Amy and the
ExxonMobil Foundation. This
year the one-week training pro-
gram takes place in Fairfax, VA.

The annual intensive profes-
sional development program will
train 200 third- through fifth-
grade teachers selected from 20
communities located near the
2005 golf tournaments where Phil
Mickelson will play or where
major ExxonMobil employee sites
are located.

“I think the academy can cre-
ate an opportunity for teachers to
share ideas,” said Mickelson, the
first winner of back-to-back tour-
naments on the 2005 tour. “Teach-
ers will also have a chance to
learn new approaches and tech-
niques they can use in their own
classrooms.”

Participating teachers will
investigate links between math
and science and apply that knowl-
edge to support student learning
in the classroom and beyond. The
teachers will also network with
others involved in elementary
school mathematics and science
education. College credit will be
available to Academy participants.

Faculty provided by an organi-
zation called Math Solutions and

by the National Science Teachers
Association will train program
instructors. The instructors are
mathematics and science educators
with years of classroom experience.

“We’re excited about the rela-
tionship with ExxonMobil because
they have a long, demonstrated
history of supporting innovation
in the areas of education and
scholarship. We believe this pro-
gram can make a measurable dif-
ference nationally in the way sci-
ence and math are taught,” said
Amy Mickelson.

“We need strong, innovative
teachers to provide students with
a solid grounding in math and sci-
ence,” said Lee Raymond, Chair-
man and CEO of Exxon Mobil
Corporation. “The Mickelson
ExxonMobil Teachers Academy is
one more step in ExxonMobil’s
long-term effort to strengthen the
quality of education globally and
to build the next generation of
math and science-savvy citizens in
this country.”

To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit www.exxonmobil.com or
www.philmickelson.com. 

Mickelson Tees Up for Math and Science Academy

A new program has been created
to help teachers improve the way
they teach math and science.

OF EDUCATION

(NAPSA)—As families pack up
their cars and hit the road, conve-
nience becomes the key to hassle-
free and fun-filled vacations.
Whether you’re looking for relax-
ation on the beach, a day at a
nearby park or a camping excur-
sion, the following tips will help
make your plans more enjoyable:

• Planning a road trip is fun
and exciting, but it’s important to
be well prepared for possible
bumps along the way. When pack-
ing up the car, it’s a good idea to
include a battery-operated flash-
light and radio, as well as flares,
plenty of water and a warm blan-
ket for unexpected climate chang-
es. And be sure to keep a well-
stocked first-aid kit in the glove
compartment. 

• Outdoor cuisine can be hit or
miss when you’re spending a few
days camping or hiking. Coffee, in
particular, can be inconvenient to
make when you’re away from
home. However, a jar of Maxwell
House Instant Coffee provides a
great tasting “pick-me-up” that’s
easy to prepare, so there’s no need
to pack a coffee maker: just add
hot water. And if you’re trying to
beat the heat, mix Maxwell House
Instant Coffee with cold water
and ice for a refreshing iced coffee.

• Keep everyone entertained
during your trip with a few versa-
tile games that appeal to all ages.

A deck of cards, for example, can
be used to play a variety of games
in the car. For longer trips, bring
along a family-favorite board
game and create new rules and
ways to play it. A scavenger hunt
is another fun activity that can be
played at a nearby park or around
a campsite.

• Tents and sleeping bags are
no longer the only options for
sleeping under the stars. Recre-
ational vehicles (RVs) are becom-
ing increasingly popular. To test
drive the RV lifestyle, you can
rent a range of RVs, from pop-up
campers to luxury motor homes,
via the Internet. Cabin rentals
and air mattresses can also pro-
vide you with the necessary crea-
ture comforts.

A little planning will go a long
way on the road to a carefree and
fun-filled trip.

Tips To Perk Up Your Road Trips
(NAPSA)—“Back to school”

means exciting changes—new
teachers, classrooms, supplies and
sometimes a new school. With
some preplanning and a few help-
ful tips from parents, you can
start the year without a hitch!

One excellent resource for
everyday back-to-school tips is
the SCOTT® Tissue and Towels
Common Sense Community at
www.ScottCommonSense.com.
This community provides a place
for people to share their practical
ideas ranging from timesaving
short cuts to ways to spend qual-
ity time with the family. Applying
these simple ideas can ease the
transition between summer fun
and back-to-school time. 

• Stop Scrambling! Get your
mornings off to a good start. Put
homework, backpacks, jackets,
etc., by the front door. Lay out
clothes, make lunches, have
homework finished and ready to
go. No more morning scrambles!
Nan, Antioch, CA

• Brown Bag It Ahead of
Time. Get out the PB & J before
you go to bed! Prepare lunches
for the next day the night before.
Sacking the sandwiches now
means one less worry amid the
morning hustle and bustle.
Tammy, Las Vegas 

• Sound the Alarm! Set realis-
tic wake-up times for your family.
Sometimes an extra 10 minutes

can make all the difference in the
morning. And don’t feel like you
need to go it alone on wake-up call
duty. You can equip older kids
with their own alarm clocks. (Fair
warning! Heavy sleepers may also
require a nudge from mom or
dad.) Regina, Shawnee, OK

• Avoid Overscheduling the
Kids. Soccer on Monday, swim
lessons on Wednesday, piano on
Friday—kids can get overloaded
with extracurricular activities.
Determine if your kids just might
be overscheduled. It happens with
the best intentions! Leave plenty
of open time for just plain family
fun—an important “event” in
every child’s development. Allison,
Newark 

For more everyday common-
sense tips visit the Common Sense
Community online at www.Scott
CommonSense.com.

Everyday Parents Provide School Tips

Play, Learn, Win
(NAPSA)—Traveling with your

kids this season? Make the miles
fly by with a brand new edition of
America’s number-one educational
best-seller.

Written and vetted by some of
the country’s top educators, the
BRAIN QUEST popular question-and-
answer format has made it a classic
learning tool for children ages 2 to
14.

This curriculum-based teach-
ing and review tool both rewards
and challenges kids on a wide
variety of age- and grade-specific
subject matters while making
learning fun.  

For kids, the fun comes from
proving what they know and
learning what they don’t. With
over 25 million copies, Brain
Quest proves “It’s O.K. to Be
Smart.” 

Brain Quest is giving away a
$150,000 college tuition grand
prize, plus five $10,000 first-place
prizes and hundreds of runner-up
prizes. Log onto www.brainquest.
com for more information.  

Brain Quest is available in
bookstores nationwide.

A smart way to drive away road
trip woes: A Q&A game may help
win college tuition.

***
If profanity had an influence on
the flight of the ball, the game
of golf would be played far bet-
ter than it is. 

—Horace G. Hutchinson
***

***
They say golf is like life, but
don’t believe them. Golf is more
complicated than that.

—Gardner Dickinson
***

***
If a lot of people gripped a knife
and fork the way they do a golf
club, they’d starve to death. 

—Sam Snead
***




