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(NAPSA)—Teens are using com-
puters in nearly every aspect of
their lives. In fact, nearly one-third
of 8- to 18-year-olds have a com-
puter in their bedroom (“Genera-
tion M: Media in the Lives of 8–18-
Year-Olds,” (#7251), The Henry J.
Kaiser Family Foundation, March
2005). However, not everyone says
computers alone make the grade
when it comes to homework help. 

Many students report feeling
frustrated because they can’t find
the assistance they need online or
elsewhere to get their homework
done. In addition, parents often feel
unable to lend support because
they have been out of school for
many years. In fact, a recent sur-
vey commissioned by Microsoft
Corp. found that less than a third
of parents reported they feel pre-
pared to help their middle- and
high-school students with home-
work. Perhaps this is why over half
of the parents surveyed also said
homework is a source of tension in
their household (MSI-ITM Home-
work Study, May 2005). 

Where can students turn for
help with homework? 

To help answer this question,
Microsoft has developed Microsoft
Student 2006, a comprehensive
software product that helps mid-
dle- and high-school students effi-
ciently produce high-quality
homework assignments. Microsoft
Student includes tools that help
teens achieve academic success in
a variety of subjects, from history
and English to physics and
trigonometry. 

Speaking of trigonometry, stu-
dents most frequently ask for help
with math homework, but less
than a third of parents say they
feel prepared to help with this sub-
ject (MSI-ITM Homework Study,
May 2005). Microsoft Student 2006
comes with a variety of tools to
help students and parents break
down even the most complex math
and science barriers. Graphing
Calculator software complements
the handheld devices required for
most high-school math courses and
helps students visualize math con-
cepts with full-color 2-D and 3-D
graphing capabilities. Online Math
Homework Help provides step-by-
step instructions and hints for
solving complex math problems.

Many home and school PCs are
equipped with Microsoft Office, and

that is one of the first places stu-
dents turn when they have home-
work. Microsoft Student provides
templates and tutorials that
enhance any edition of Microsoft
Office XP or 2003 for homework-
specific tasks. With this assistance,
teens can get beyond the blank
page and start producing high-
quality writing assignments,
research papers, essays, presenta-
tions, foreign-language reports,
term papers and more in Microsoft
Office Word, PowerPoint and Excel. 

Teens use the Internet for every-
thing from downloading music and
shopping to communicating with
friends and family via e-mail and
community chat rooms. It’s no sur-
prise they instinctively go to the
Web when presented with a
research assignment. However,
nearly two-thirds of parents said
their child doesn’t always find what
he or she needs on the Internet
(MSI-ITM Homework Study, May
2005). Microsoft Student 2006
helps students sift through the fire
hose of information the Internet
presents by surfacing accurate,
trusted content from Encarta
alongside online search-engine
results. Students spend less time
sorting through information and
feel confident about the accuracy of
their research results.

With Microsoft Student 2006
and any edition of Microsoft Office
XP or 2003, teens have the neces-
sary foundation for starting and
completing successful homework
assignments all year long. 

For more information, visit
http://www.microsoft.com/student.

Finding Homework Help For Teens

New types of technology can
help make homework compute.

(NAPSA)—It doesn’t matter if
it’s soccer, football, softball or base-
ball—participation in any sport
could put your child’s smile at risk.
According to the American Associa-
tion of Endodontists (AAE), sports
injuries are one of the leading
causes of knocked-out teeth each
year. With proper emergency
action, though, a knocked-out, or
“avulsed,” tooth can be successfully
replanted and last for many years. 

The key, say AAE experts, is to
act quickly, yet calmly, and follow
these five simple steps:

1. Pick up the tooth by the
crown (chewing surface), not the
root. Handle the tooth carefully by
the crown, avoiding the tooth
opening, to help minimize injury
to the root.

2. If the tooth is dirty, gently
rinse it with a spray of water.
While taking care not to handle
the root surface, gently rinse the
tooth with a spray of water. Don’t
use soap or chemicals, and don’t
scrub or dry the tooth, or wrap it
in a tissue or cloth.

3. Reposition the tooth in the
socket immediately, if possible.
The sooner the tooth is replaced,
the greater its chance of survival.

To reinsert, carefully push the
tooth into the socket or position
the tooth above the socket and
close the mouth slowly. Hold the
tooth in place with fingers or by
gently biting down on it.

4. Keep the tooth moist at all
times. The tooth must not be left
outside the mouth to dry. If it
can’t be replaced in the socket, put
it in a glass of milk or in the
mouth next to the cheek. If none
of these is practical, use water,
preferably with a pinch of salt.

5. See an endodontist within 30
minutes. A tooth can sometimes
be saved even if it’s been outside
the mouth for an hour or more,
but getting professional help
within 30 minutes significantly
improves the odds of successful
reimplantation.

Although your child’s dentist
may be well-qualified to handle an
avulsed tooth, it may make more
sense to visit an endodontist.
Endodontists are dentists who
specialize in performing root canal
treatments and saving natural
teeth. Accustomed to handling
dental crises, they’re often very
flexible in accommodating emer-
gency treatment requests. In

many cases, endodontists can save
teeth that once would have been
considered hopeless.

If necessary, the endodontist
will perform root canal treatment
on the knocked-out tooth to
remove any soft inner-tissue dam-
aged by the blow, filling and seal-
ing the tooth, and replanting it in
the socket. Within two weeks after
root canal treatment is completed,
contact your family dentist to
arrange for a permanent filling or
crown. Once restoration is com-
pleted, the treated tooth often can
last a lifetime. 

To prevent a knocked-out tooth
in the first place, the AAE recom-
mends that children use mouth
guards while participating in
sports activities to minimize the
dental effects of impact injuries.
Consider encouraging sporting
event organizers and coaches to
require the use of mouth guards for
all participants. Finally, don’t let a
knocked-out tooth catch you unpre-
pared—visit the AAE Web site at
www.rootcanalspecialists.org to
find an endodontist in your area
and keep the number handy to
ensure you’ll be ready should a
dental emergency arise. 

Tackling Childhood Sports Injuries:
Quick Action Can Keep Knocked-Out Teeth In The Game

(NAPSA)—There’s a tiny
enemy that can infiltrate the wood
in your home and, if unchecked,
damage the structural integrity
beyond repair.

There are two basic types of
termites—subterranean and dry-
wood—and they team up to cause
$5 billion in property damages
annually.1 While the majority of
damage is caused by subterranean
termites, drywood termites in the
southern and coastal regions of
the U.S., primarily Florida, Cali-
fornia and Hawaii, are of particu-
lar concern.

Drywood Termite Basics
As their name implies, drywood

termites exist entirely in their
food source, dry wood. That means
they’ll consume anything from
wooden doors, porches and door
frames to cupboards and enter-
tainment centers.

A new drywood colony forms
when flying male and female
“swarmer” termites leave an estab-
lished colony and seek a new home.
The swarmers break off their
wings, enter the wood through a
crack or hole, mate and begin feed-
ing. There is no limit to the number
of colonies that can infest a home.

Warning Signs
Drywood termites provide

warnings for homeowners, so keep
an eye out for the following signs
of drywood termite activity:

• Discarded swarmer wings
near an infestation.

• Piles of tiny fecal pellets that
look like gritty sawdust (called
frass).

• Hollow wood, which can be
located by tapping lightly with a
screwdriver.

Whole-structure Fumigation
If your home has a drywood

termite infestation, you have two
options. One is “spot” treatments,
including chemical injection into
the suspect area and extreme
heating or cooling. The other is
whole-structure fumigation, which
targets all air spaces, including
any drywood termite tunnel in the
structure.

That’s key, because in most
structures 80 percent of wood is
hidden. Spot treatments only han-
dle a localized infestation and not
unknown colonies elsewhere.
Whole-structure fumigation, using
Vikane® gas fumigant from Dow
AgroSciences, is the only proven
way to ensure complete eradica-
tion of all infestations. It is also
the preferred treatment method in
areas of high drywood termite
pressure—local residents have
seen enough homes tented for
fumigation to trust that whole-
structure fumigation will take
care of their termite problem for
good. The gas gets into every air
space, then disperses without
leaving a residue. 

Think your home may be
infested with drywood termites?
Contact a fumigation professional
or visit www.termitetenting.com.

Defeating Your Home’s Tiniest Enemy—
Drywood Termites

® Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC. Vikane is a federally Restricted Use Pesticide.
Always read and follow label directions. 1 National Pest Management Association 2005.

(NAPSA)—Many carriers have
programs that save wireless
phone information. For example,
Verizon Wireless offers a service
that saves a copy of your phone’s
address book to a secure Web site.
If your phone is ever missing, you
can restore your saved address
book to a new phone—wirelessly.

To raise funds for multiple scle-
rosis (MS) research, a nationwide
search is on for ordinary people
doing extraordinary things. If you
or someone you know is a top per-
former, visit www.timex.com/top
performer for information on how
to submit a nomination. 

Hong Kong’s annual Chinese
New Year celebration dwarfs all
others around the world, accord-
ing to Pleasant Holidays. For
more information, log on to Pleas
antHolidays.com or call (866) 871-
2589 or a travel professional. 

Dermatologists recommend

supplementing your daily diet
with a 2.5-mg dose of pharmaceu-
tical-grade biotin to put your nails
on the road to recovery and reju-
venation. This multitasking B-
complex vitamin, found in prod-
ucts such as Appearex®, helps
mend brittle, chipping or peeling
nails. The biotin lets healthy nails
grow from within. To learn more,
visit www.appearex.com.

(NAPSA)—According to a
recent survey, nearly 39 percent
of us have eaten deep-fried
turkey. The reason: It’s incredibly
moist, succulent and flavorful,
with no greasy taste. A new elec-
tric fryer lets you fry indoors
away from the cold weather, and
it takes less than an hour to cook
for eight to 10 people. Visit
www.louana.com for marinade
recipes and information on frying
and safety.

***
Cooking is at once one of the
simplest and most gratifying of
the arts, but to cook well one
must love and respect food.

—Craig Claiborne
***

***
Cooking is like love. It should
be entered into with abandon
or not at all.

—Harriet Van Horne
***

***
What I say is that, if a man really
likes potatoes, he must be a
pretty decent sort of fellow.

—A. A. Milne
***




