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by Jeff Schnepper
Microsoft Money Tax Expert
(NAPSA)—Keeping the tax man

away from your money may be eas-
ier than you think. With a bit of
planning, you can cut your tax bill:

Tax-free interest: Interest
earned on bonds issued by a state,
territory, municipality or any polit-
ical subdivision is free from federal
taxes. If you’re in the top 35 per-
cent bracket, a five percent tax-free
rate is like a taxable rate of 7.69
percent. At investinginbonds.com
you can compare taxable and tax-
free yields. Some bonds may also
escape state and local taxes. 

Carpool receipts: Commuting to
work? Bring a friend. If you form a
carpool, payments from passen-
gers for repairs, gas and so on, are
not included in your income.

Sell your house: If your house
was your principal residence for two
of the last five years, you can
exclude as much as $250,000 in
gain ($500,000 on a joint return)
when you sell it. You don’t have to
reinvest the money and you can
claim the exclusion every two years.

Tax-free compensation: When
you’re due for a raise, ask your
company for nontaxable compen-
sation. Health and hospitalization
insurance premiums are tax-free
for you and your firm. 

Cover your life: Group term life
insurance coverage of $50,000 or
less paid for by your company isn't
taxed to you. You pick the benefi-
ciary; your company pays the pre-
miums. Your company deducts the
expense; you walk away with
additional tax-free income. 

Send yourself to school: Get
educated. The courses don’t have to
be job-related. Your company can
pay, and deduct, as much as $5,250
per year in educational assistance

that comes to you tax-free. 
Get you there: Your company

can give you discount fare cards,
passes or tokens to take public
transportation to work as long as
it’s worth under $100 a month,
you get it tax-free. If you drive
and have to pay for parking, your
company can provide free parking,
up to a maximum value of $180 a
month, to you tax-free. 

Flexible Spending Accounts:
Your company makes deductible
contributions under a written plan,
you select between taxable and
nontaxable benefits. To the extent
you chose nontaxable benefits, you
have no additional income. nontax-
able benefits may include group
life insurance, disability benefits,
dependent care and/or accident
and health benefits. 

Any time you convert taxable
income into nontaxable income,
you’ve given yourself a raise. 

Microsoft Money provides
access to helpful tips and tax tools
such as the Tax Estimator, which
tracks all types of income and
expenses. For more information,
see www.microsoft.com/money/.

Income The IRS Can’t Touch

Don’t overpay taxes on income
protected by the U.S. tax code.

Fighting Airborne
Allergies at Home
(NAPSA)—Don’t let dust mites

take a bite out of your health.
Washing your sheets and vacuum-
ing regularly may be hallmarks of
clean living, but even the most
spotless home can be infested with
microscopic, spiderlike organisms
known as dust mites. According
to the National Institute of Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences, 45
percent of American homes, or
approximately 44 million, have
bedding with dust mite allergens
that can cause allergies.

Millions of dust mites thrive in
mattresses, pillows, carpets and
upholstery, where they feed on
shed human skin and animal dan-
der. To significantly reduce the
number of allergy triggers, many
allergists recommend the follow-
ing tips:

• Wash bed linens weekly in
hot water, above 130 degrees
Fahrenheit.

• Vacuum regularly using
HEPA filters.

• Treat mattresses and pillows
with a safe and effective allergen
denaturing spray.

A recent study presented at
this year’s annual American Acad-
emy of Allergy, Asthma and
Immunology (AAAAI) meeting
found that neem oil was a safe
and effective treatment for con-
trolling house dust mite allergens.
The research, conducted by Dr.
Heinz Rembold at the Max Planck
Institute in Munich, Germany,
provides evidence that sprays,
specifically those containing a
patented extract of neem found in
the brand MITES OUT!, can have a
significant long-term effect in con-
trolling dust mite allergens, with-
out the potential allergy-inducing
side effects. To learn more, visit
www.mitesout.com.

(NAPSA)—You can spend
hours making your lawn beautiful
but something may still be not
quite right. The grass is thinning.
There are brown patches and
more birds than a scene from that
classic Alfred Hitchcock movie.
Then you notice that you can eas-
ily pull back your turf.

There they are—white, wrin-
kled larvae called grubs—and
they’re literally eating your grass.
In fact, even the best-kept lawns
can become victims of these devas-
tating, money-grubbing pests that
lurk underneath.

White grubs are one of America’s
most notorious lawn pests. Primar-
ily found in areas east of the Rocky
Mountains, they are particularly
troublesome in the northeastern
U.S. According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Americans
spend $156 million each year
replacing the lawns that grubs
destroy. There are many species of
grubs that mature to become differ-
ent kinds of beetles, such as
masked chafers or even Japanese
beetles which continue their
destructive ways by eating roses,
azaleas and other prized plants.

“Grubs get no bigger than an
inch and a half but they pack a
punch,” says Lawn Expert Lance
Walheim, who wrote the book
“Lawn Care for Dummies” and
who is a regular contributor to
Sunset magazine. “They’re hidden
underground and then rise toward
the surface where they eat the
roots of your grass without you
knowing about it.” 

Prevention is the key and
spring is the time to act. Bayer
Advanced™ Season-Long Grub Con-
trol contains MERIT®, and is the
only product guaranteed to kill all
common types of grubs. That
explains why MERIT is the #1
choice among turf professionals.
Simply apply to your lawn and
water it in to form a protective
zone against grubs that protects all
season long.

If your lawn is already under
attack, another Bayer product,
Bayer Advanced™ 24-Hour Grub
Control, can provide fast relief. It
contains the Bayer proprietary
active ingredient DYLOX®, which
works faster than any other grub
killer on the market. In fact,
grubs usually stop feeding and
start to die within 24 hours. It
also kills sod webworms, mole
crickets and cutworms. 

All Bayer Advanced products
carry a money-back guarantee.
Visit www.bayeradvanced.com or
call 1-877-BAYERAG for more
information.

There May Be Trouble Lurking Underneath Your Lawn

Americans spend $156 million a
year replacing lawns that grubs
destroy.




