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by Kurt M. Landgraf, 
President & CEO, 

Educational Testing Service (ETS)
(NAPSA)—The achievement

gap —the difference in school per-
formance among students of dif-
ferent backgrounds—is a serious
and persistent problem. Through
the No Child Left Behind Act, the
federal government has made a
commitment to address the prob-
lem. ETS is dedicated to doing its
part in this vital effort also.

A new ETS report, Parsing the
Achievement Gap: Baselines for
Tracking Progress, clarifies four-
teen factors in the challenge, from
birth weight, nutrition, parental
support, and pupil mobility, to
class size, school safety, teacher
preparation, and curriculum rigor.
The ETS report found minority
and low-income students are at a
disadvantage relative to white
and more affluent students in
these conditions and experiences
conducive to student achievement. 

Our research confirms that
what happens in the classroom is
key to educational excellence. A
teacher's skills have an enormous
impact on how well a child learns,
as do class size, school safety and
curriculum. Nothing that occurs
before, or after, school should be a
basis—or an excuse—for lowering
expectations for what teachers
and schools can accomplish. And
schools must be held accountable
for their performance. Yet total
responsibility for a child’s educa-
tion cannot be placed solely on the
schools. As U.S. Rep. John
Boehner, Chair of the House Edu-
cation and Workforce Committee,
recently noted, “Parents play a
pivotal role by reinforcing daily
academic lessons with their chil-
dren at home at night.” 

Closing the achievement gap
will take time, resources, and the
commitment of families, schools
and communities. Such commit-
ment pays off. Recently, school
officials in Montgomery County,
Maryland, reported significant
gains in reading for lower-income
minority students in full-day
kindergarten programs. Beyond
increasing the number of hours
children spend in kindergarten,
the county revised its kinder-
garten program to provide more
teacher training, a revamped cur-
riculum, and smaller classes.

The achievement gap can be
closed and we must use this his-
toric moment to see that it is.
Nothing we can do will contribute
more to equality, opportunity, a
strong economy and a healthy
democracy. ETS is committed to
the cause. We will continue to lis-
ten to and learn from the educa-
tion community and from re-
search, and we will do our part to
lead the way in advocating in-
formed public policy and informed
educational practice. 

You can lean more online at
www.ets.org/letstalk1.html.

Closing In on the Achievement Gap Hot Honeymoon Spots
(NAPSA)—Honeymooners like

it hot—when planning their post-
nuptial celebrations, that is. That’s
the word from a recent nationwide
survey, which found that all 10 of
the most popular honeymoon spots
are located in warm-weather
regions of the world.

The top 10 picks for honeymoon
travel destinations are: 1. Hawaii,
2. Jamaica, 3. Cancun/Mexico, 4.
Caribbean cruises, 5. St. Lucia, 6.
Disney/Orlando, 7. Aruba, 8. Ta-
hiti/Bora Bora, 9. Bermuda and
10. Las Vegas.

“These destinations are also
perfect for couples who are cele-
brating their anniversary, renew-
ing their vows or just looking to
make some magic together on a
romantic getaway,” said Anne
Marie Powell-Moebes, chief mar-
keting officer for TRAVELSAVERS, an
international marketing organiza-
tion for travel agents. “They’re
easy to get to from the U.S. and
offer great value for vacation dol-
lars spent.”

For more information about
exotic or unusual romance or hon-
eymoon travel spots (maybe an
over-the-water bungalow in Tahiti,
a spa weekend on Fiji or a trek
through the Amazonian rainforest
in Peru), visit the Web site at
www.travelsavers.com.

When choosing a honeymoon
destination, most people opt for a
hot spot.

(NAPSA)—They may be trying
to put the bite on you, but you can
fight back. “They” are bedbugs
and they may be living in your
sheets, mattress, floor boards, car-
pets, wallpaper, light fixtures, pic-
ture frames or just about any
crack or crevice in your house.
These tiny bloodsucking pests are
quietly creeping into American
homes. 

Renowned hitchhikers, the
pests catch rides in luggage,
shoes, pant hems and any other
mobile material. Experts attribute
their increase to several things,
including global travel and the
mobility of the pest.

Adult bedbugs are about the
size and shape of a lentil. Their
color ranges from red to brownish.
Bedbugs are very elusive, tran-
sient and nocturnal pests. They
are often found in other areas
besides the bed. They’re also
hardy—they can live for a year or
more without eating and can
withstand a wide range of temper-
atures from nearly freezing to
almost 113° Fahrenheit—and pro-
lific—a single bedbug can lay up
to 500 eggs in her lifetime. 

According to National Pest Man-
agement Association public affairs
director, Cindy Mannes, bedbug
infestations are not a sign of
unsanitary or unclean living areas.
Infestations can be difficult to
detect due to the elusive, nocturnal
and transient nature of the pest. 

The first sign of a bedbug
infestation, other than itchy
welts, is usually small drops of
blood on your sheets from the
bedbug bites. 

“The good news about bedbugs,
if there is any,” says Mannes, “is
that they are not disease-carrying.” 

Her association suggests you
consider the following while
traveling:

• At hotels, pull down the bed
covers at night. If you see some-
thing moving, or if you see spots
on the sheets, move to another
room.

• After traveling, vacuum your
suitcases before bringing them
into the house.

“Bedbug infestations should
only be treated by trained,
licensed professional pest man-
agement companies,” adds
Mannes. “This is not an infesta-
tion that can be treated by do-it-
yourself measures. Professionals
know where to look and can offer
the most up-to-date methods of
bedbug control.”

For more information, visit
www.pestworld.com or contact a
pest control professional.

Don’t Let Bedbugs Drive You Crazy

INSECTUS
HORRIBILUS

Bedbugs are a growing problem
these days and can lurk in even
the cleanest homes. Fortunately,
professionals can get rid of them.

(NAPSA)—High definition TV
was once elusive and confusing,
but is now gaining acceptance as
the best way to enjoy television.
Just as viewers in the 1960s
upgraded from black and white to
color TV, viewers today are quick-
ly converting to the benefits
offered by HDTV. Today, there are
more channels broadcast in high
definition and the price of HD
television sets and HD tuners is
dropping.

Here’s how HDTV works: The
standard signal picked up by so-
called “analog” televisions (tech-
nology that hasn’t changed much
since 1954) is made up of a series
of horizontal lines—between 500
and 625 lines, depending on your
set—that fill up the screen and
make a picture.

“High definition” television
uses a signal made up of twice as
many lines, offering better picture
resolution and superior sound
quality. 

Fortunately, it’s now possible to
move your television viewing into
the 21st century without having
payments that stretch into the
22nd century. In addition, thanks
to a price-friendly “bundle,” you
also get the extensive channel
selection of satellite TV service.

For less than $1,000, DISH Net-
work now offers a package that
includes a basic HD satellite
receiver, a satellite dish with
installation and the choice of a 40-
inch rear-projection HDTV monitor
or a 34-inch HDTV monitor. With

this bundle of products and ser-
vices, consumers can save between
$700 and $2,000, compared to pur-
chasing the components separately.

Another option for technology
lovers is the first of its kind DISH
Player DVR 921, a digital video
recorder from DISH Network,
capable of recording up to 25
hours of HD programming or 180
hours of standard television pro-
gramming without tapes. This
unit can also record two shows
simultaneously and even lets the
viewer pause, record and replay
live programming.

Many local TV networks al-
ready broadcast in high definition,
and it is projected that all pro-
gramming will use this format by
2007. As a result, more and more
people are using HDTV—and
enjoying the most that TV has to
offer.

To learn more, call 1-800-333-
DISH or visit the Web site at
www.dishnetwork.com.

High Definition Television: So Easy To Get Started

A new “bundle” of products and
services offers an inexpensive
way to get HDTV.

(NAPSA)—Women are making
major strides in many areas of
Arab life—particularly in the
United Arab Emirates.

The UAE Constitution states
that the principles of social justice
should apply to all and that
women are equal with men before
the law. They enjoy the same legal
status, claim to titles, access to
education and right to practice
professions. They are also guaran-
teed the same access as men to
employment healthcare and fam-
ily welfare facilities. 

Women’s associations, such as
the UAE Women’s Federation,
have played a major role in the
attempt to reach these goals. The
concept of these associations is to
promote the role of women in
serving their society.

President Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan al Nahyan of the UAE,
states “We praise God that the role
of women in society has become
(more) prominent, so that they
may achieve good things for our
present and future generations.” 

The UAE sets aside certain
guarantees for women, such as
maternity leave and medical
leave, if they must accompany a
parent or child abroad for medical
treatment.

The UAE Women’s Federation
is currently lobbying for even
greater government benefits for
women, including an increase in
maternity leave from 45 to 90 day;
and expanded legal rights for
young mothers. Past changes to
the Civil Service Law to allow
women to serve in government
have allowed many talented
women to enter the Civil Service.

Because various aspects of
women’s lives must be improved
before they can actively partici-
pate in the growth of the country,
the federation offers literacy help;
sets up educational programs and
child care services; and organizes
religious and cultural activities.

“From the time the federation
was established in 1971, the gov-
ernment of the UAE has worked
hard to ensure that women are
provided with opportunities to
play a major role in society,” said
Ambassador Al-Asri Al-Dhahri,
the UAE Ambassador to the
United States.

“The women’s federation pro-
vides help to rural areas, work-
ing on environmental projects
and presenting health promotion
programs.”

“Nothing could delight me
more than to see a woman taking
up her distinctive position in soci-
ety,” said President Sheikh Zayed. 

Guaranteeing Women Rights And Opportunity

The United Arab Emirate Consti-
tution says the principles of so-
cial justice should apply equally
to men and women.

***
Life is uncertain. Eat dessert
first.

—Ernestine Ulmer
***

***
At 18, our convictions are hills
from which we look; at 45, they
are the caves in which we hide.

—F. Scott Fitzgerald
***

***
You can’t be brave if you’ve only
had wonderful things happen
to you.

—Mary Tyler Moore
***




