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(NAPSA)—Have you ever
walked into a room that has a
musty or earthy odor? You might
be smelling mold. Here is some
information that will help you
know what to do to remove mold
and prevent it from returning. 
What Conditions Invite Mold

To Grow?
Mold growth is common in

damp or water-damaged areas of
the home. Some examples of cir-
cumstances that may contribute
to mold growth include a flood in
your home, a sewer back-up, an
overflowing toilet, leaking pipes,
roof leaks, window leaks, or
humidifier use. Once materials
become wet, mold can begin to
grow within 24-to-48 hours.
Prevent Mold From Taking Hold

Following are several precau-
tions to prevent water leaks and
excessive moisture from causing a
mold problem in your home:

• Vacuum and clean regularly
to remove possible sources of mold
growth. Pay special attention to
bathrooms and other areas of your
home that are likely to generate a
lot of moisture.

• Do not store materials such
as paper, books or clothing in
humid parts of your home.

• If you live in a house, make
sure that your gutters and down-
spouts are clear of debris that may
block the flow of water from your
roof. Properly grade the area under
your downspouts, so that rainwater
from the roof flows away from your
foundation.

• Check the grading of other
areas around your foundation, so
that rainwater does not flow
toward the house. 

• Plant gardens and shrubs
away from your foundation, so
that water does not flow toward
your house when watering them
individually or with a sprinkler
system. 

• Make sure that clothing dry-
ers are vented to the outdoors. 

• If you use a humidifier, check
that it does not produce an exces-
sive amount of humidity. 

• Consider using a dehumidi-
fier if you have a basement. The
cool basement floor and walls
can be a source of  moisture
build-up.

• Properly insulate and venti-
late the attic of your home.

• Clean up and correct any
water problems in your base-
ment or crawl space as quickly
as possible.

The growth of any type of mold
in a home is never acceptable and
may be symptomatic of a water or
moisture problem. Your most pru-
dent course of action is to clean it
up and remove it from the home
as soon as possible. Consider con-
sulting a professional for more
information and assistance if you
feel it’s necessary.

For more information about pre-
venting and cleaning up household
mold, visit www.MoldTips.com, a
consumer information Web site pro-
vided by the National Association
of Home Builders. 

Putting A Hold On Mold In Your Home

Take precautions to prevent
water leaks and excessive mois-
ture from causing a mold prob-
lem in your home. To learn more,
visit www.MoldTips.com.

Gov’t Program Helps
Businesses Get Contracts

( N A P S A ) — “ M a t c h m a k e r,
matchmaker, make me a match...”

The famous song’s lyrics are
coming true this year for thou-
sands of small business owners
nationwide who are being given
the opportunity to pitch products
and services to government agen-
cies and private companies.

Thanks to the national Business
Matchmaking Program—a part-
nership among the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA),
U.S. Chamber of Commerce and
Hewlett-Packard—small busi-
nesses can conduct face-to-face
meetings with federal, state and
local government agencies, as well
as participating private companies.

Before a matchmaking “event,”
small business owners and buyers
complete online profiles providing
information about their offerings.
Based on the profiles, a match-
making software solution creates
the best possible matches and sets
appointments. Ordinarily, these
meetings might take small busi-
nesses months to arrange—if they
happen at all.

In addition to pre-set appoint-
ments, matchmaking events pro-
vide small businesses valuable
insight on financing options,
access to technology resources and
educational seminars.

To learn about or register for
upcoming Business Matchmaking
events, visit www.uschamber.com/
events/matchmaking/default.html,
or the SBA at www.sba.gov/gc.

A new “matchmaking” pro-
gram puts small businesses
together with government agen-
cies and private companies.

(NAPSA)—If it is your turn
this year to host family and
friends for the Easter holiday,
there are a few simple planning
solutions to keep in mind before
heading to the grocery store. By
following these guidelines, meal
planners can look forward to
spending more time with guests
and less time in the kitchen. A
classic,  delicious glazed ham
should only take 10 minutes of
hands-on preparation, therefore
choosing the right ham is the
first and most important step. 

By choosing a spiral sliced
bone-in ham, such as a Cook’s
brand ham, preparation is kept to
a minimum. Additionally, spiral
sliced hams are great for enter-
taining because they are already
pre-sliced, allowing guests to
serve themselves. For the best fla-
vor, it is important to use a bone-
in ham because the meat has not
been artificially processed like a
boneless ham. This will ensure
that you and your guests enjoy the
natural texture and flavor of a
real ham. 

“A Cook’s Spiral Sliced Ham
can be heated and glazed in no
more than two hours, which in
most cases is the time it will take
to prepare all of your side dishes,”
said Jon Lewallen, director of
marketing at ConAgra Foods,
maker of Cook’s Ham. “The bene-
fit to preparing a Cook’s Spiral
Sliced Ham is that you do not
need to babysit it during the heat-
ing process. Also, since it is pre-
sliced you do not have to spend
the time or energy carving it off
the bone before serving the ham.
It literally serves itself.”

For quick and easy recipe ideas,
log onto www.CooksHam.com.

TANGY DIJON GLAZED HAM

1 Cook’s brand Bone-in
Spiral Sliced Ham 

1⁄4 cup apricot jam
1⁄4 cup raspberry jam
1⁄2 cup dijon mustard

Dash of whole grain
mustard

1⁄4 cup fresh chives, finely
sliced 

1⁄4 cup olive oil
1⁄4 cup horseradish
1⁄4 cup dried cherries,

roughly chopped
1⁄4 teaspoon salt, to taste
1⁄2 teaspoon fresh ground

pepper, to taste

Prepare and heat ham ac-
cording to package directions. 

To prepare glaze, combine
all remaining ingredients in
bowl. Mix well and set aside.

Brush glaze on your Cook’s
ham 30 minutes before meat is
done. Heat ham uncovered for
final 30 minutes. Carve ham
and serve.

Yield: Varies depending on
size of ham

Prep Time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 2 to 21⁄2 hours
Ease of Preparation: easy

The “Perfect” Easter Ham Is Just Minutes Away

A bone-in, spiral sliced ham
can be the centerpiece of an
easy-to-prepare Easter feast.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’ve lived
in your home for years or are work-
ing the bugs out of a mortgage on
a new home, it can pay to keep an
eye out for drywood termites.

Each year termites damage mil-
lions of homes and structures in
the U.S., racking up an annual
price tag of more than $2 billion in
treatment and repair costs. The
insects are tireless wood eaters
that live in colonies deep inside the
wood of a home. This makes the
pests difficult to find—but you can
look for signs of drywood termites.

• Hollow sounding wood.
• Discarded wings or dead ter-

mites near a light source.
• Severely blistered wood or

woodwork with pin-sized holes.
• Piles of six-sided pellets on the

floor, on window sills or in closets.
The treatment option most rec-

ommended for drywood termites is
whole-structure fumigation with
Vikane® gas fumigant. The gas pen-
etrates every part of your home—
including deep in the wood where
termites live. Vikane provides
homeowners peace of mind that all
termites will be eliminated.

The fumigation can only be
performed by professionals. It
may be a good idea to choose a
Commitment to ExcellenceSM

(CTE) company to perform the
service. The CTE program, spon-
sored by Dow AgroScience LLC,
recognizes companies making a
commitment to excel in whole-
structure fumigation.

For more information, visit
http://flrec.ifas.ufl.edu/Drywood.htm
or www.termitetenting.com.

Termites Cause Big Problems For Homeowners

Homeowners should watch for
signs of termite infestation.

SMService mark of Dow AgroSciences LLC
®Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC 
Vikane is a federally Restricted Use Pesticide.

(NAPSA)—Losing your job does-
n’t have to mean defaulting on your
mortgage. That’s good news, con-
sidering the number of mortgage
defaults have risen significantly in
today’s uncertain economy. 

How can homeowners protect
themselves? One way is with a new
insurance program meant to guard
them against losing their homes,
should they become unemployed
through no fault of their own.

Called Job Loss Mortgage Pay-
ment Protection, it’s designed to
meet the individual financial
needs of people who involuntarily
lose their jobs. Participants have
the option of covering all or 50
percent of their monthly mortgage
payment, including all escrow
items, for either six or nine
months. Costs for the insurance
vary according to the amount of
the monthly mortgage payment
and the coverage chosen, with six
months full coverage of a $1,000
payment costing about $45 a
month.

People who have mortgages and
who have worked 30 hours a week
for at least 12 consecutive weeks at
a job that is neither temporary nor
seasonal are eligible for coverage.
The insurance is not available to
those who are self-employed.
According to Vince Cole, vice presi-
dent of GE Casualty Insurance
Company, the program was
designed to protect what is often a
person’s single largest invest-
ment—their home. “It gives people
peace of mind. They can focus on

searching for a new job without
worrying that the mortgage pay-
ment is coming due,” he says.

Policyholders become eligible
for benefits starting 180 days
after a policy has been approved,
provided they remain involuntar-
ily unemployed for at least 30
days and have qualified for state
unemployment benefits.

Those who become unemployed
before the end of the 180-day vest-
ing period will receive a refund of
all paid premiums. GE Casualty
will market the product through
direct mail solicitations from
insurance agencies affiliated with
participating mortgage compa-
nies. Benefits are paid directly to
the mortgage company just as if
the policyholder had made the
payment. 

For complete details, call 1-
866-999-8649 or go to the Web site
www.Gemortgageprotection.com.

Getting Laid Off Doesn’t Have To Mean Losing Your Home

A new mortgage insurance
program may protect homeown-
ers who have lost a job through
no fault of their own.

In ancient Rome it was consid-
ered a sign of leadership to be
born with a crooked nose.

One in 5,000 north Atlantic
lobsters is born bright blue.




