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(NAPSA)—Kids today are ath-
letic, optimistic and confident.
They are involved in community-
based team sports such as Little
League, soccer, Pee Wee Football
and basketball. They enjoy watch-
ing all types of sports and are
incredibly influenced by their
favorite athletes. Naturally, it’s
only fitting, that sports continue
to have a dominant impact on
school fashions.

This year, parents and kids can
earn the grade and learn the ABC’s
on “what’s hot” for back-to-school
just by focusing their attention on
one six-letter word—S-P-O-R-T-S!

“Licensed apparel is making a
huge statement,” says Cynthia
Kozlowski, apparel buyer for Kids
Foot Locker. “Replica football jer-
seys with the names of some of
the League’s star players includ-
ing Charles Woodson (Oakland
Raiders), Donovan McNabb (Phil-
adelphia Eagles) and Eddie
George (Tennessee Titans) are
this season’s ‘must-haves.’ In
footwear, look for basketball and
running styles accented with
bright colors to be the hottest
items in your children’s closets.”

Whatever sport or activity your
children enjoy, their wardrobe
should keep up with their active
and energetic schedules. The look
for school is fun, sporty and
casual—perfect for running in the
park, playing games in the school
yard or hanging out with friends.

Here’s a look at some of the
hottest footwear styles from Kids
Foot Locker to sport this season:

• Adidas Meteorite running
shoe—available in dark indigo, zest
(yellow) and silver, this lightweight
shoe is stylish and fun featuring a
hologram logo and a unique stretch-
able bungee system that allows for
quick and easy lacing.

• Reebok Streak—this classic
shoe offers a fresh, clean look
with updated color accents in
bright pink or royal blue along

the sole of the shoe.
• Nike Flight Wings—avail-

able in white/silver, white/navy
and black/red, this basketball
shoe features a distinctive strip
accented in bright color along the
sides of the shoe, and visible air
pockets in the heel that are likely
to make a fashion statement.

• New Balance 720 basketball
shoe—The 720 shoe, available in
white and navy, is New Balance’s
introduction into the basketball
category. The shoe features two
speed laces at the top for easy on-
easy off handling and provides
lightweight comfort and support
with a special lenticular saddle
that offers a distinct look as well
as increased lateral support.

• Nike Audacious—available in
navy/gray and silver/ice blue, this
running shoe is the perfect choice
to complete any athletic look or to
be worn for after-school activities.

Kids Foot Locker is the leading
athletic footwear and apparel
retailer exclusively for children.
For store locations, call 1-800-613-
KIDS or visit www.footlocker.com.

Sporty Fashions Earn A Touch-Down

This season, kids will be
sporting licensed apparel, espe-
cially replica football jerseys
from Kids Foot Locker.

(NAPSA)—Getting a loan can be
a confusing process, even for those
who really understand their
finances. While responsible lenders
should fully explain loan terms, all
borrowers should take their own
steps to ensure they fully under-
stand the financial options avail-
able to them. Lisa Sodeika, vice
president of consumer lending
practices at Household (parent
company of Household Finance
Corp. and Beneficial), encourages
borrowers to ask lenders a series
of questions to get clarity. She
offers the following checklist as a
guideline:

✔ What are the monthly pay-
ments and when are they due?  

Be clear on the sum of all ex-
penses you will owe each month,
when your payments are due and
if the loan payments fit into your
budget.

✔ Is this a closed-end or revolv-
ing loan?  

With a closed-end loan, you
borrow a lump sum of money and
pay it off over a specific period of
time. With a revolving loan, as
debt is paid down, you have the
option of borrowing additional
funds as long as the outstanding
balance does not exceed a certain
limit.

✔ Is the interest rate of the
loan fixed or variable?  

A fixed rate loan sets one inter-
est rate for the loan’s duration.

With a variable loan, interest
rates may go up or down periodi-
cally throughout the loan’s term
based on an interest rate index
(usually within certain limits).  

✔ Can the rate or the monthly
payment change? 

If you have a fixed interest rate
and term, your payment will not
increase during the term of the
loan as long as you make pay-
ments on time. With a variable
rate loan, payments can change
based on the interest rate index.  

✔ If you make every monthly
payment in full and on time, when
will this loan be paid off?  

Be aware of the term of the
loan so you can plan appropriately
to achieve your short- and long-
term financial goals.

✔ What is the annual percent-
age rate (APR)? 

The annual percentage rate is
the actual interest rate you pay on
your loan (including the costs of
obtaining credit).  

✔ Beyond interest rate, what
are the other costs involved?

Be aware if there are additional
fees associated with your loan
such as origination costs, annual
fees or loan processing fees.  

✔ Is the loan unsecured or are
you using your home or personal
items such as your car to secure
the loan?  

Unsecured (personal) loans are
not secured by collateral (such as

your home) or personal property
and thus typically have higher
interest rates. Secured loans have
lower interest rates, but require
borrowers to secure the loan with
collateral such as real estate, a
savings or investment account or
other valuables.  

✔ Does the loan have a prepay-
ment penalty?  

A prepayment penalty is a fee
charged for paying off a loan in
full prior to the stated term.
Some lenders now offer borrowers
the choice of accepting a lower-
rate loan with a prepayment fee
or a higher-rate loan without one.  

✔ Are there other products in
addition to the loan, such as
optional credit insurance, that you
are buying?  

Additional products, such as
credit insurance, may provide
additional security; however, it is
important to ask your lender how
much these products cost and
how much they can actually help
you.

For additional information
about obtaining a loan and about
other important financial issues,
log on to www.household.com and
www.yourcreditcounts.com. You
can also write to Household Cor-
porate Communications, 2700
Sanders Road, Prospect Heights,
IL 60070-2799 for complimentary
booklets on how to manage credit,
spending and savings.

Borrow Confidently: Questions To Ask 
When Considering A Loan

(NAPSA)—There’s good and
bad news about the West Nile
virus—a mosquito-borne disease
that can be fatal to humans, birds
and other animals. 

The good news is that by con-
trolling swarms of mosquitoes,
communities may be able to
reduce their risk of exposure to the
disease. 

The bad news is that the virus
is spreading across the U.S. faster
than scientists had expected.

West Nile virus can cause West
Nile encephalitis, an inflamma-
tion of the brain that can cause
severe illness and death among
those with compromised immune
systems and the elderly.

Transmitted through the bite of
an infected mosquito, the virus
has been found in humans, birds
and horses. There is currently no
West Nile vaccine for humans,
and in its first three years in the
U.S., the virus killed at least 20
people. 

Already Detected in 2002
Initially, the West Nile virus

was detected by health officials
only in mid-to-late summer. This
year, health officials confirmed

the presence of the virus in birds
and horses as early as February,
indicating that the virus could be
poised to spread much earlier
than expected.

“The key to managing the
spread of West Nile virus is for
communities to have an inte-
grated mosquito management pro-
gram in place,” said Dr. Lyell
Clarke, medical entomologist and
president of Clarke Mosquito Con-
trol, a provider of mosquito con-
trol and surveillance services,
products, equipment and educa-
tion. “We are working with thou-
sands of communities around the
country to identify gaps in their
mosquito control strategies, to
increase their existing programs
and to provide products and
equipment to reduce overall mos-
quito numbers.” Many interna-
tional experts agree. 

“With the disease beginning to
spread across the nation, West
Nile is most effectively handled
through preventive measures,”
said Dr. Norman Gratz, retired
member of the World Health
Organization. “Everyone was
caught by surprise when West
Nile was discovered in the U.S.
in 1999. That should never hap-
pen again. Health officials across
the country should and must be
prepared.”
Protecting Yourself From West

Nile Virus
The first step in protecting

yourself from West Nile virus is to
be informed. Listen to media
reports if the virus is detected in
the area, and ask about the cur-
rent mosquito control programs in
area communities—both for stan-
dard nuisance mosquitoes and in
the event of a health threat.

Homeowners can help reduce

mosquito populations by eliminat-
ing standing water and other com-
mon mosquito breeding grounds.

The following yard and home
checklist can be used as a guide:

• Report any dead birds or
birds acting strangely (disori-
ented, not moving) to the health
department.

• Discard any containers around
the yard that might hold standing
water.

• Cover trash containers to
keep out rainwater. 

• Empty plastic wading pools
at least once a week and store
them indoors when not in use.

• Change the water in bird
baths and plant pots or drip trays
at least once a week.

In addition, individuals can
protect themselves from expo-
sure to mosquito bites by remain-
ing indoors at dusk and dawn,
applying mosquito repellent
according to label directions and
wearing long sleeves and pants
when outdoors.

Free Brochure
For a free brochure on the West

Nile virus, consumers can write to
West Nile Brochure, Clarke Mos-
quito Control, 159 North Garden
Avenue, Roselle, IL 60172 or e-
mail clarke@clarkemosquito.com
with your name and address. 

West Nile Virus Risk Spreads In 2002
West Nile was detected in 27 states 

and D.C. in 2001.

More than 20 species of mos-
quitoes carry West Nile in the
U.S. Controlling the mosquito
population is key to stopping the
disease.

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
finding this year’s hottest chil-
dren’s fashions, the writing is on
the wall—or the shirt, bag, box,
mirror or any other item. From
Britney Spears to ‘NSYNC,
embroidery and appliqués have
been lighting up runways across
the country—but the fashion
trend has not stopped there.  

Personalizing at home is a sim-
ple way to add that special touch
to everyone’s favorite items. The
process can be an easy and money-
saving way to embellish and add
excitement to almost anything.

From personalizing your child’s
name on his or her schoolbag to
decorating a baby blanket to serve
as “that perfect gift,” appliqués
can be an easy and affordable way
to make most any item unique. 

Manufacturers such as Brother
International Corporation—the
company that created the P-
Touch—offer appliqué machines
for consumers. The company’s
Appliqué Station is a tiny machine
that makes beautiful embroidered
appliqué swatches. The station
comes with 42 attractive designs
and different fonts for personaliza-
tion purposes. 

Users need only insert a special

fabric into a frame, put the frame
in the machine, drop in one of the
15 colored thread cartridges, select
a design and press “OK.” There is
no threading of needles and no
fuss!

The machine creates patches
that can be sewn, ironed or hot
glue gunned onto almost any sur-
face, letting the user personalize
or decorate most any object.

The machine is designed to be
easy to use and is meant specifi-
cally for the “up-and-coming”
crafter (adult or child). 

For more information, visit
www.brothersews.com or call 800-
4-A-BROTHER. 

The New Word On Children’s Fashion

Appliqués have made their
way from New York City runways
to school hallways across the
country.




