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(NAPSA)—It’s officially termite
swarm season, that time of year
when hordes of hungry termites—
nearly 50 billion each year—
silently begin invading homes
across the U.S.

Each year,  termites infest
nearly one million American
homes causing more than $2 bil-
lion in damage. 

“A major reason termites cause
such devastation is because these
insects are nearly invisible
invaders,” said home improve-
ment expert Bob Vila. “Unlike
other pests, sunlight and air can
be deadly to termites, so they bur-
row underground and hide in out-
of-sight areas. This makes them
extremely difficult to detect in
your home.” 

To help homeowners find these
invaders and fight back, Vila has
teamed up with Bayer Corpora-
tion to create these termite-deter-
ring tips. 

• Seal your (home’s) fate.
Make sure there are no cracks in
a home ’s foundation. Termites
can sneak into your home
through an opening as small as
a pinpoint.

• Put wood in its place.
Wood is an avenue into your home
for termites. These pests can
make their way in through any
exposed wood on the ground near
your home, so make sure to store
all firewood away from the foun-
dation of your home, and set all
outdoor wood stairs and posts on
concrete.

• Leave termites high and
dry. Termites need moisture for
survival, so keep your gutters
clear, and check that the ground
around the house slopes away
from the home so water doesn’t
pool around your foundation.

• Check your spaces. Exam-
ine your storage spaces for rotted
wood or damage to cardboard
boxes. These are signs that ter-
mites may have already invaded
your home.

• B e w a r e  o f  s w a r m i n g
strangers. Beginning in the
spring, reproductive termites
swarm near homes in the early
evening or after rainstorms. These
swarms are another sign that ter-
mites could be inflicting damage
behind the scenes. 

• Trust the professionals.
While these tips can help home-
owners identify existing infesta-
tions and perhaps even prevent
future ones, for real peace of mind
contact a licensed Pest Manage-
ment Professional and schedule a
professional inspection. Visit
www.nobugs.com to find the Pest
Management Professional (PMP)
nearest you, and help ensure that
what may be your largest invest-
ment—your home—is protected
for years to come.

Vila is touring the country to
educate consumers about the
damage termites silently inflict.

Through the campaign, called the
Bayer Home Health™ One Million
Checkup Challenge, Vila hopes to
encourage a million homeowners
to check their homes for warning
signs of infestation. 

“If one million Americans check
their homes for basic termite
signs this year alone, we can col-
lectively save up to $2 billion in
potential damage,” Vila said.
“Spending just a few minutes
checking around the house and
scheduling an inspection with a
pest management professional can
provide homeowners with years of
reassurance.” 

These tips and more informa-
tion on ensuring your home ’s
health are outlined in a free
brochure. To get a copy of the
Bayer Home Health One Million
Checkup Challenge brochure visit
www.nobugs.com, or call 1-800-4-
NO-BUGS. 

Bob Vila Helps Homeowners Tackle Termites 
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TERMITE TIDBITS
Below are some little known termite facts:

• Termites have existed for more than
250 million years—that’s longer than
dinosaurs. The first dinosaur appeared
on earth a mere 230 million years ago.

• If you put all the world’s termites
together, their total weight would
exceed that of the total weight of
humans on earth.

• No building is immune to termite 
problems. These pests have been spotted
as high as the 20th floor of high-rise 
apartments and hotels in large cities
nationwide, and in 49 of the 50 states.

• Termites can enter a home through
an opening as small as the head of 
a pin.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’re a
serious traveler or just a beginner
planning your family vacation,
making the most of your money is
likely a very important considera-
tion. If so, heed the advice of
travel agents and five million of
your fellow travelers: consider
timeshares. Timeshares are vaca-
tion properties that provide an
alternative to traditional hotel
stays and offer a number of
unique benefits for travelers.

A timeshare unit provides each
owner with a pre-set amount of
time (usually a week) at a resort
property. These properties can
range from lakeside cottages in
Minnesota, to ski resorts in Vail, to
oceanfront villas on the Mediter-
ranean. Unlike hotels, which are
always raising their rates, time-
share fees remain constant—giving
vacationers more control over their
travel budget. And more and more
vacationers are finding that they
can shop for and find exciting deals
on timeshares from the comfort of
their own home at sites such as
www.ebay.com/timeshares. By
searching online, travelers can
check out timeshares from around
the world without the pressure of a
salesperson but with all of the
information and resources they
need to make an educated decision.

Travel agents say timeshares
offer vacationers a number of
other distinct advantages as well:

• See the world using your
property—Your timeshare unit
can be traded for other resort
properties around the world. For
example, a Florida timeshare
owner traveling to Jamaica can
trade their annual time for a stay
at a property at their destination.

• Great gifts or investments
—When not being used, vacation
properties can also be shared with
friends or business associates.
They can also be rented out by
owners—turning them into great
investments.

• Enjoy the comforts of
home—For many people, time-
shares feel like a home away from
home. That’s because the units
often feature large, well-equipped
accommodations and are fre-
quently decorated by the owner
for a more personal feel than some
hotels.

Cut down on your pre-trip
homework and make the most of
your vacation by using sites like
eBay Real Estate. The site offers
properties from around the world
and a number of resources to help
you buy or sell a timeshare. These
include a timeshare valuation tool
to help buyers or sellers deter-
mine the accurate value of a time-
share unit. In addition, buyers
can find and purchase a timeshare
easily, with no hidden fees. The
site offers a large inventory of
resale timeshares, which provide
all the benefits of a new time-
share, but usually at a fraction of
the cost. 

Sellers can also take advantage
of a number of tools to facilitate
the selling process. One of these is
the SuperLister, which uses a
database of high-quality pictures
and information-rich templates to
make describing your timeshare
hassle free.

For more information, visit
www.ebay.com/timeshares.

A Better Way To Plan Your Vacation

Number of households that own 
Timeshares

Top Six Resort Areas in the U.S.
1. Orlando
2. Hilton Head Island
3. Tahoe
4. Southern California Coast
5. Hawaii
6. Colorado
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Timeshares can save vacation-
ers effort and money. That’s one
reason a growing number of peo-
ple now own vacation properties.

(NAPSA)—A rose may be a rose,
but there are times when it’s a lot
more. This is the “Year of the Rose,”
and for many, it’s time to celebrate
America’s national flower and the
universal symbol of love. What bet-
ter way to celebrate than by plant-
ing the 2002 All-America Rose
Selection (AARS) winners, Starry
Night and Love & Peace in your
garden.

“Chosen for their outstanding
quality, disease resistance and easy
maintenance, Starry Night and Love
& Peace are perfect roses to kick off
this year's exciting celebration,”
states AARS President Phil
Edmunds. “These outstanding roses
join the ranks of the best of the best.”

Starry Night, a landscape shrub,
sports pure white dogwood-like flow-
ers that bloom from spring until late
fall. Its spreading medium green
glossy habit provides privacy and a
beautiful backdrop. Many garden-
ers plant Starry Night in a container,
as a border or in a large planting
and then find themselves admiring
how it grows and blends with the
other flowers in their garden.

Love & Peace, a hybrid tea, pro-
vides classic beauty with modern
novelty. It exhibits enhanced blooms
and vigor characteristics of its father,
the famous and popular Peace. 

Displaying five-inch, golden
yellow edges with pink flowers,
Love & Peace adds color and fra-
grance to your garden. It offers a
sweet and fruity scent that often

stops passers-by in their tracks.
The 2002 AARS winning roses

are on sale now at nurseries, gar-
den centers, online and by mail
order.

For more information about the
2002 AARS winning varieties, and
past winners, visit www.rose.org.

To request a 2002 AARS Winners’
brochure, send a self-addressed
stamped envelope to All-America Rose
Selections, 221 N. LaSalle St., Suite
3500, Chicago, IL, 60601.

Celebrating The Year Of The Rose

T H I N K R O S E S !  T h i s  ye a r,
surround yourself with endless
Starry Nights and Love & Peace
award-winning roses.

In Scotland, it’s believed by some that an itchy nose means you will
receive a letter.

IBM’s KidSmart Early Learning program at www.kidsmartear
lylearning.org.
Walt Disney Parks “100 Years of Magic” at www.disney.com. 
The Metro Denver Network at www.denverchamber.org.
L’Oréal’s Women in Science at www.loreal.com.
Snack Food Association at www.sfa.org.
National Park Service at www.nps.gov.
Snapple’s new Diet Lime Green Tea at www.snapple.com.
Jewelry Information Center at www.jewelryinfo.org.
Office XP and Windows XP at www.microsoft.com/office and
www.microsoft.com/windows.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

Lemons contain more sugar
than strawberries do.

It takes nearly 2,000 coffee
cherries to provide enough
beans for a pound of roasted
coffee.

***
A strong nation, like a strong
person, can afford to be gentle,
firm, thoughtful and restrained.
It can afford to extend a help-
ing hand to others.

—Jimmy Carter
***


