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(NAPSA)—Heavy snow and
slick ice on the roads can be a
white-knuckle experience for even
the most experienced drivers if
the automobile isn’t properly out-
fitted for the weather.

While knowing proper driving
techniques is important, a good
set of winter tires can be the dif-
ference between getting where
you have to go safely and feeling
your heart leap into your throat
as your car slides through an ice-
covered intersection.

So what do you need to know?
Here’s a list of commonly asked
questions along with answers to
help you understand how winter
tires can help you.

What’s the difference
between “winter tires” and
“snow tires”?

Winter tires are designed to
work in all winter conditions, not
just snow. The tire compounds are
optimized to provide grip even on
dry roads in weather below 45°
Fahrenheit. Also, winter tread
patterns are designed to provide
excellent grip in icy and snowy
conditions.

Can I use studded winter
tires?

Studded winter tires were once
perceived as loud and damaging to
the road. However, through inno-
vations in studding technology, the
noise and road wear from the studs
have been greatly reduced. Now,
there is little difference between a
studded tire and a winter tire
without studs. For instance,
Nokian Tyres, a Finnish company
known for its expertise in develop-
ing and testing tires in demanding
northern conditions, makes a win-
ter tire, the Hakkapeliitta 8, that
features a new tread pattern with
50 percent more studs than its pre-
decessor. When compared to stud-
ded tires of the past, these modern
studded tires cause only 20 percent
road wear in relation to the typical
studded tires of the ’60s and early
’70s. This new stud technology
makes the tire extremely gentle on
its driving surface, even while its
winter grip properties are better
than ever before.

I don’t get much snow, so
why do I need snow tires?

In general, non-winter tires are
designed for performance at 45°
and above. When used in temper-
atures below this, the tire com-
pounds harden in the cold
weather and lose their ability to
grip. Winter tires are designed to
provide grip in colder tempera-
tures. This is why they’re “winter”
tires, not “snow” tires—they pro-
vide increased safety in cold, not
just snow.

“The truth is, winter tires are
engineered specifically to perform
most effectively in harsh environ-
ments where colder temperatures
are the norm,” said Bernie Del
Duca, president of North America
for Nokian. “Winter tires don’t just
combat snow and ice, they’re specif-
ically designed and tested to func-
tion better in areas where tempera-
tures can drop down below freezing
for months at a time.”

Can’t I just get two winter
tires?

While this used to be the con-
ventional wisdom, this creates the
hazardous condition of having one
axle that has grip while the other
does not, resulting in an increased
chance of a spinout.

Will winter tires lower my
gas mileage?

Gas mileage typically dips in
the winter due to several factors.
While winter tires may contribute,
the effect is minimal; a decrease
in gas mileage often has more to
do with winter gas, which has spe-
cial additives that affect engine
performance. Roof racks and ski
boxes add aerodynamic drag;
these can also affect gas mileage.

Can I drive my winter tires
all year round?

Using winter tires year round
is not recommended. Modern win-
ter tires may wear unnecessarily
quickly, particularly on coarse
spring roads and on hotter sum-
mer roads. The wear may be
uneven as well. Many tire dealers
offer storage for off-season tires,
making seasonal tire changing
easy for drivers.

When should I put on my
winter tires and when should
I take them off?

In the fall, once temperatures
are consistently at 45° or below,
any driver will benefit from the
grip of winter tires. It may make
sense to put them on a bit early to
avoid the tire changeover rush
that happens once the first snow-
fall hits. At the end of the season,
it’s best to remove winter tires
once temperatures are consis-
tently over 45°.

I have four-wheel drive or
all-wheel drive so I don’t need
winter tires, right?

Acceleration with original
equipment tires in winter condi-
tions is relatively easy to achieve
with AWD and 4WD. The problem
comes when there is a need to
steer or stop in a hurry and the
tires do not grip. This is why you
see so many SUVs and 4X4s off
the road in the early season
storms. All-wheel-drive and four-
wheel-drive vehicles benefit from
winter tires just as much as front-
wheel-drive vehicles do.

How will winter tires affect
my vehicle’s handling and
braking?

In general, dry handling and
braking will be affected only
slightly when using winter tires
but the gains in winter weather
safety are significant. The biggest
change in dry handling and brak-
ing a driver could see would be a
move from a UHP (ultrahigh per-
formance) summer tire to a stud-
ded winter tire.

Learn More
For more facts on tires and to

locate a local dealer, go to
www.nokiantires.com.

(NAPSA)—According to the
American Kennel Club, some half
a million pets are affected by
house fires each year—but there
are steps you can take so yours
aren’t among them.

The Problem
Pets are often kept inside the

house while their people are
away. Unfortunately, if a fire
starts or there’s a gas leak and
the smoke alarm sounds, pets are
trapped as they can’t call for help.

Some Answers
This risk can be reduced two

ways.
First, it’s a bright idea to take

steps to keep fires from starting
and spreading. Here are a few
hints on how:

•Install smoke detectors, at
least one on each floor and near
bedrooms. Check the batteries
monthly and change them at least
once a year.

•Keep portable and space
heaters at least three feet from
anything that may burn. Never
leave heaters on when you leave
home or go to sleep. Children and
pets should always be kept away
from them.

•Never smoke in bed or when
you’re sleepy.

•Keep cooking areas clear of
combustibles and wear short or
tight-fitting sleeves when you cook.

•Keep pot handles turned in-
ward so they don’t overhang the
stove.

•If grease catches fire, carefully
slide a lid over the pan and smoth-
er the flames, then turn off the
burner.

•Lock matches and lighters
away where kids can’t reach them.

•Don’t leave lit candles unattended.
•If an appliance smokes or has

an unusual smell, unplug it imme-
diately and have it fixed before
you use it again.

•Replace frayed or cracked
electrical cords and don’t overload
extension cords. They should not
be run under rugs.

•Never tamper with the fuse
box or use an improper-size fuse.

Even the best precautions
can’t prevent all house fires. The
second key to saving dogs and
cats from fires is for pet owners
to find out about the threat and
call for help or get home as
quickly as possible.

That ’s where a simple but
vital electrical device can come
in. Once installed, the Leeo
Smart Alert—which doubles as a
sleek, modern LED night-light
and comes in a variety of col-
ors—continuously listens for
your smoke and carbon monox-
ide detectors. If they sound, the
Leeo Smart Alert immediately
calls and texts you so you can
take quick action to protect your
pets and your home.

The Smart Alert is easy to set
up using the free Leeo smart-
phone app for iOS and Android.
No tools or special installation is
required—simply plug it in and
set up with your existing Wi-Fi
network.

You can add contact informa-
tion for friends, family members
or neighbors. If there’s an alarm
in your home and you don’t imme-
diately reply to the Smart Alert’s
calls and push notifications, it will
contact your preset emergency list
until someone responds.

It can also let you know when
your home’s temperature and
humidity go above or below
thresholds you set. And you can
have peace of mind knowing that
your pets and possessions are safe
from fire.

Learn More
For further facts, visit www.

leeo.com or call (888) 487-LEEO.

case of fire—but your house can.

(NAPSA)—A Realtor can give
home buyers invaluable insight on
local market conditions and a
guiding hand through the complex
process of closing on a first home.
To find a Realtor, enter the zip
code of the area you want to live
in, at www.realtor.com/realestate
agents.

* * *
To help you avoid fraud and

make informed investing deci-
sions, FINRA BrokerCheck lets
you check to see if someone is
licensed to sell securities as a bro-
ker or investment adviser. Learn
more about protecting your money
at www.SaveAndInvest.org/Learn
More.

* * *
The obligation for young men

to register with the Selective Ser-
vice upon turning 18 also applies
to legal and undocumented immi-
grant residents and refugees. Fail-
ing to register can carry signifi-

cant penalties. To learn more, call
toll free (888) 655-1825 or visit
www.sss.gov.

* * *
Master Your Card, a commu-

nity empowerment program by
MasterCard, helps consumers
understand the latest technolo-
gies, such as EMV chip-enabled
credit cards, and how to use them.
Learn more at www.masteryour
cardusa.org to learn more.

Taking The Pressure Off ColdWeather Driving

Don’t let cold weather get your
tires down. Get winter tires.

Have Peace Of MindWhen Pets Are Home Alone

Your pet can’t call for help in

Benjamin Franklin thought the
wild turkey—not the bald eagle—
was the best choice for the
national bird.

At 6’4”, Lincoln was the tallest
president. Madison, at 5’4”, was
the shortest.

***
The goal of life is living in agreement with nature.

—Zeno
***

***
You can only perceive real beauty in a person as they get older.

—Anouk Aimee
***

***
Good advice is something a man gives when he is too old to set a
bad example.

—Francois de La Rochefoucauld
***

***
Wisdom doesn’t automatically come with old age. Nothing does—
except wrinkles. It’s true, some wines improve with age. But only
if the grapes were good in the first place.

—Abigail Van Buren
***

***
The superior man is modest in his speech, but exceeds in his
actions.

—Confucius
***

***
I have always thought the actions of men the best interpreters of
their thoughts.

—John Locke
***

***
Don’t be too timid and squeamish about your actions. All life
is an experiment. The more experiments you make the better.

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
***

***
Life is something that happens when you can’t get to sleep.

—Fran Lebowitz
***




