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(NAPSA)—A financial option
allowing homeowners to pay only
the interest part of their mort-
gage term is quickly being
embraced by many homebuyers
and homeowners.

As interest rates are predicted
to rise and home values increase
in many parts of the country,
loans offering the Interest-Only
payment feature provide cus-
tomers with a lower monthly pay-
ment, potentially making a home
more affordable. But, homebuyers
need to understand the benefits—
and the downside—of this type of
payment feature. For example,
while the monthly payment may
be lower, equity cannot grow if
principal payments are not made.

Although loans like these were
available decades ago, they have
resurfaced and garnered more
appeal in recent years, especially in
high-cost housing markets such as
California, Florida and New York.

If you consider purchasing a
home or refinancing your existing
property, ask yourself some key
questions to determine if Interest-
Only financing is right for you.

• Do you make monthly pay-
ments into investments such as a
retirement fund that could poten-
tially offer a high return?

• Do you receive seasonal
income or bonuses you plan to use
during the year to make principal
payments on your mortgage loan?

• Are you confident your per-
sonal income will continue to
grow?

• Are you confident that the
value of your home will continue
to appreciate over the next several
years?

• Are you planning to purchase
a home in a market that has wit-
nessed a consistent increase in
home values?

• Are you intending to move
within 10 years and expect to see
continued home value apprecia-
tion to compensate for the lack of
principal pay down?

“If you can answer ‘yes’ to sev-
eral of these questions, the Inter-
est-Only payment feature may be
something to consider,” says Joe
Rogers, executive vice president
for Wells Fargo Home Mortgage.
“But homebuyers need to make
sure they give careful thought to
their individual situation, iden-
tify their current and future
financial picture and fully under-
stand all the home-financing
options available.”

The Interest-Only payment fea-
ture lets customers pay the inter-
est on their home loan for an ini-
tial period of time, such as seven or
ten years. Because customers are
qualified based on only the interest
payment that must be paid each
month, they could potentially qual-

ify for a larger loan amount. Cus-
tomers can make equity or princi-
pal payments on the loan at any
time and their payment is recalcu-
lated to reflect the increased equity
in the home.

“The best candidate for the
Interest-Only payment feature is
really the consumer who has the
financial capability to afford a full
principal and interest payment
but opts for the Interest-Only fea-
ture for sound reasons which fit
into their overall long term finan-
cial plan,” said Rogers.

Lenders such as Wells Fargo
offer the Interest-Only payment
feature on fixed-rate or adjus-
table, rate mortgages for purchase
or refinance on primary residen-
ces and second/vacation homes.

After the initial fixed-rate,
Interest-Only period ends, the
loan is reevaluated and a new
monthly payment is calculated.
The new payment is based on the
amount of equity in the home, the
remaining term of the loan and
the new interest rate. Principal
and interest payments are made
through the end of the loan term.

“While the Interest-Only pay-
ment feature may be a good option
for some homeowners, it is not for
everyone,” adds Rogers. “The Inter-
est-Only feature is not for a home-
buyer who can barely afford the
house they are buying, a buyer in a
market where home values are
declining or a buyer who tends to
be a free spender by nature.”

Since there’s no ‘one-size-fits-
all’ approach to home financing,
it’s smart to work with a lender
that offers a wide range of home-
financing solutions.

Is Interest-Only Home Financing Right For You?

Many homebuyers are contem-
plating an intriguing way to
make lower mortgage payments.

(NAPSA)—Adventure racing
champion and firefighter Robyn
Benincasa is considered an expert
when it comes to poison ivy, oak
and sumac—she literally runs into
these plants as many as 12 times a
year while on, and off, the trails.

“Whether I’m racing through a
forest, rock climbing or simply on
the trails around my neighborhood,
nearly every time I’m outside, I’m
at risk of becoming exposed to these
nasty plants,” says Benincasa.

But you don’t have to be an
extreme athlete to encounter ivy,
oak or sumac. Simple activities
like hiking and gardening can put
you face-to-face with one of them. 

The American Academy of Der-
matology estimates that each year
up to 50 million Americans will
develop allergic reactions to
urushiol, the toxic oil found in the
sap of these plants. Because they
grow nearly everywhere in the
U.S., knowing how to identify
them and other helpful facts
ahead of time can ensure an itch-
free summer.
The Itchy Three
Poison Ivy: Three or five ser-
rated-edged, pointed leaflets.
Grows as a vine or as a free-stand-
ing plant.
Poison Oak: Three oak-like leaves.
Grows as shrubs. In the fall, it
produces whitish flowers and
leaves that turn yellow and then
red.
Poison Sumac: Seven to 13 stag-

gered leaflets with one on the tip
of the plant. Grows as a shrub or
small tree in peat bogs and
swamps. Fruits grow between the
leaf and the branch.
Beat The Itch

Urushiol attaches to the skin
within minutes.  If  you think
you’ve come into contact with
ivy, oak or sumac, immediately
cleanse the area and any items
you may have touched with soap
and water. Keep in mind that the
oil can remain active for up to
five years and live on items like
shoes, garden tools, clothing—
even pets.
Available Relief

If you do develop an allergic
reaction—commonly identified by
itching, swelling, redness, bumps
and blisters—there are several
products available that temporar-
ily relieve the symptoms. Zanfel™

Poison Ivy, Oak & Sumac Wash, a
non-prescription product, is avail-
able in the first-aid section at
chain and independent pharma-
cies. It is recommended by physi-
cians and clinically proven to
actually remove urushiol, the
cause of the allergic reaction.
Once the toxin is removed, the
itching stops within seconds and
the body can begin to heal. Visit
www.zanfel.com or call 1-800-
401-4002 for more information. 

If you are experiencing swelling,
enlarged glands or fever, see your
doctor immediately.

Outsmart The Itch This Summer:
Learn The Facts About Poison Ivy, Oak & Sumac

Poison Ivy Poison Oak Poison Sumac

(NAPSA)—Produce grown in
Mexico for export meets all U.S.
standards for food safety, reports
Lee Frankel, president of the
Fresh Produce Association of the
Americas. “Mexican bulk produce
is packaged and transported
quickly, with cleanliness and
atmospheric conditions controlled
at every step of the way,” he adds.
“In fact, it often undergoes even
stricter quality and safety assur-
ances than U.S. produce does,
because it gets inspected as it
crosses the border.”

When preparing to sell a home
on a limited budget, first focus on
the kitchen and bathroom.
According to the National Associa-
tion of Realtors, even moderate
upgrades to these rooms will pro-
vide an immediate return on
investment—especially with the
addition of flooring, such as Pergo
laminate flooring, that offers
superior wear and moisture resis-
tance, combined with standout
good looks.

The world’s largest and
longest-standing study of entre-
preneurial activity, Global Entre-
preneurship Monitor (GEM), cre-
ated a Report on Women and
Entrepreneurship, sponsored in
part by the Center for Women’s
Leadership at Babson College,
that looks at women-owned busi-
nesses around the world. For
information about the report,
visit www.gemconsortium.org.
For information about Babson
College, internationally recog-
nized as a leader in entrepre-
neurial management education,
visit www.babson.edu. 

A variety of black rice known
for its energizing, anti-oxidizing
properties is used in a line of Per-

lier anti-aging beauty treatments.
The Risarium Perlier line in-
cludes lotions, shampoos, body
treatments, bath and shower
products in a formula delicate
enough for sensitive skin. For
more information, go to www.per
lier.com.

TotalVid is the leading down-
load store for special interest con-
tent, providing millions of sports,
anime and travel enthusiasts
with instant access to high-qual-
ity, full-length videos at afford-
able prices. To learn more, visit
www.totalvid.com.

A new package of consumer
protection products called Secure
All is said to offer a range of bene-
fits protecting against identity
theft. It includes identity theft
insurance, credit monitoring and
financial advice, as well as auto
services and prescription dis-
counts. To learn more, call toll
free 1-877-859-3287.

Hip-hop artist Prez-E-Dent,
who cites such inspirations as Bob
Marley, has made his mark on the
rap industry with blunt lyrics
that take on powerful and contro-
versial themes. His approach to
rap has been described as bring-
ing a “refreshing air to a hip-hop
arena plagued by violence, mate-
rialism and misogyny.”

(NAPSA)—A dog’s wagging tail
and soft, fluffy ears can be as irre-
sistible as the forbidden cookie jar
to a child. But while the family
pet is tolerant and patient with
your child, other dogs may not be.
So it’s important to teach your
child how to behave safely around
all dogs. 

“Most of the time dogs and
kids make great companions,”
says canine behavior expert Dr.
Mary Burch. “However, some-
times dogs can view a child as
‘one of the pack’ and play rough,
or misinterpret a child’s actions
as threatening.”

The American Kennel Club
advises parents to teach their
young children how to treat all
animals with care and considera-
tion, and how to steer clear of
potentially dangerous situations. 

What Kids Need To Know:
• Always ask a dog’s owner

if you may pet the dog. Some
dogs shouldn’t be touched. He may
be “on duty” as a service dog or he
may be ill or afraid of children.

• Approach a dog from the
front or side—not from be-
hind. Hold your hands low and
speak softly. Do not surprise a
dog, force him into a corner, wave
your hands or scream at him.

• Dogs may get defensive at
the food dish. Don’t interfere
when a dog is eating and never
put your hands between a dog’s
mouth and his bowl.

• Some dogs are very pro-
tective of their balls or chew
toys. Never take a bone or toy
from a dog’s mouth unless he’s
trained to drop it or give it to you. 

• Avoid teasing, rough
wrestling, or tug-of-war games.

Dogs may get too enthusiastic and
forget you are not a dog. Fetch,
frisbee and agility are better out-
lets for your dog’s energy. 

• Respect a dog’s space.
Dogs naturally defend their terri-
tories. Do not stick your hand
inside a strange dog’s crate or car
window. 

• Never try to break up a
dogfight. Trying to separate
fighting dogs may make them
more excited, and they might turn
on you or accidentally bite you.
Call an adult for help.

• Observe canine body lan-
guage. Beware of a dog that is
barking, growling or showing his
teeth. Stay away if his ears are
back or his hair is standing up on
his back. Say “NO” firmly and
slowly walk away with your arms
by your side. Do not scream, stare
into his eyes or run away. 

Teaching parents and children
how to behave safely around dogs
is at the heart of AKC Responsible
Dog Ownership Day. Please join
the AKC and more than 400 affili-
ated clubs and organizations in
September to celebrate. Visit
www.akc.org to find an event near
you.

Kids And Canines: What Every Child Should Know

Children should always ask the
owner’s permission before touch-
ing a dog.

Homing pigeons carried mes-
sages for the ancient Egyptians
and Persians more than 3,000
years ago.

As a flounder grows, the eye
on its lower side moves gradually
around to the upper side of its
head.




