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(NAPSA)—When it comes to
home entertainment, people who
want high quality sound but have
limited space (such as dorm
rooms and studio apartments)
can enjoy surround sound from a
single speaker with Point Source
Home Theater in a Box. That
great sound can be put to use
with a fun Handheld Karaoke
Machine. A hit at parties, it
comes pre-loaded with songs, can
be easily plugged into any TV and
features a variety of special
effects. These products can be
found at RadioShack stores and
online at www.radioshack.com.

Recognizing the importance of
science, math and technology in
the nation’s future, the U.S. Army
is asking students to “Accept the
Challenge” of eCYBERMISSION.
In the first two years of the com-
petition, students across the coun-
try have identified problems and
proposed solutions in their com-
munities and are being rewarded
by the U.S. Army for their ingenu-
ity and creativity. For more infor-
mation about eCYBERMISSION,
contact mission control@ecyber
mission.com or visit www.ecyber
mission.com.

For less than the price of a sin-
gle trip to the movies, a Web site
is offering games that can enter-
tain the entire family for months.
The site, www.gameblast.com,
makes the excitement of online
and downloadable games conve-
nient and affordable for every-
one—not just “gamers.” Gift sub-
scriptions are available at www.
gameblast.com/gifts.

An increasing number of finan-
cial institutions are offering “gen-
eral use” gift cards which can be
used at any location where debit
cards are accepted. Gift cards pur-
chased at banks, credit unions and
savings banks often carry either a
Visa® or MasterCard® logo. These
cards can be used anywhere Visa
or MasterCard are accepted,
including Internet Web sites. If
they are ever lost or stolen, they
can easily be replaced, unlike cash
or gift certificates. Financial insti-
tution gift cards that are not Visa
or MasterCard branded can be
used anywhere PIN debit is
accepted. According to National
Fraud Information Center esti-
mates, online auction fraud is the
leading type of Internet fraud,
with the average dollar amount
lost per person at just over $800.
Often consumers will send pay-
ment using a money transfer ser-
vice, but once the money is sent,
the fraudulent seller will disap-
pear into cyberspace, leaving the
buyer with little recourse. For
information on protecting yourself
from consumer fraud when using
money transfer services, visit
www.westernunion.com.

(NAPSA)—For a growing num-
ber of homeowners, having an
insurance policy that offers pro-
tection in the event of a natural or
other home disaster is an essen-
tial part of any comprehensive
insurance plan.

However, the specifics of each
policy—in terms of coverage and
the homeowner ’s responsibili-
ties—are different.

That’s why homeowners need
to know what they should do
when filing a claim, prior to a
disaster occurring. 

That’s especially true in today’s
economic environment. Consumers
need to realize that simply being a
policyholder may not be enough.
That’s because many homeowners
don’t read or fully understand
their policies until it’s too late.

At the same time, many home-
owners are scared to file a claim
unless the damage is catastrophic,
frightened that reporting a claim
will result in higher premiums,
deductibles or even making them
uninsurable. 

The section of a policy usually
called “Duties After Loss” can be
especially important for home-
owners to understand. 

The typical Duties After Loss
clause often includes the following: 

1) Report the Loss—Typically,
the standard homeowner’s insur-
ance contract requires that a home-
owner notify the insurer within 48-
72 hours after a loss occurs. 

2) Mitigate the Loss—This re-
quires that homeowners take
action to protect their property
from further damage. 

If a court has to review the mat-
ter, the homeowner’s efforts will
often be reviewed in light of what’s
known as the “reasonable man the-

ory.” Under the same set of circum-
stances, what would a reasonable
man have done? 

For example, if a policyholder suf-
fered a loss in which water saturated
a carpet, would it be reasonable for
the homeowner to tear out the car-
pet, replace it with marble and
expect the insurance carrier to pay
for it all? In most cases, probably
not, particularly if the carrier didn’t
get a chance to inspect the damage.

One of the first steps a home-
owner can take after a disaster
strikes is to call a professional
disaster restoration company,
such as ServiceMaster Clean®.
Such specialists can help home-
owners mitigate a loss and begin
the claims process and the road
to recovery.

3) Testify Under Oath—Insurers
can ask that you testify under oath
to substantiate all facts of the loss.

To learn more about how to
mitigate your damage after a loss
or to find a ServiceMaster Clean
franchise,  visit  the Web site
www.servicemasterclean.com.

Getting The Most From Your Homeowner’s Insurance

Many homeowners don’t read or
fully understand their home-
owner’s policies until it’s too late.

(NAPSA)—New technology now
delivers two ways to be part of the
NASCAR action using mobile
phones. Racing fans can now dial
into live radio conversations be-
tween drivers and their teams
using a service known as FanScan.
Color graphics on a phone’s screen,
real-time details about the cars
such as track location, speed,
RPM, throttle indicators and lap
counts can be shown through a
service known as PitCommand.
PitCommand, as part of the
NASCAR.com To Go service, and
FanScan are available on many
Nextel mobile phones. For more
information, call 1-800-639-6111
or visit www.nextel.com or a Nex-
tel retail store.

Recognizing that there are
many expressions of heroism in
everyday life, the Colin Higgins
Foundation recently selected five
individuals to receive the founda-
tion’s Courage Award, an award
honoring those who have shown
remarkable courage in the face of
adversity and intolerance based
on sexual orientation and/or gen-
der identity. Honorees receive a
$5,000 grant and scholarship to
attend the 17th Annual Creating
Change Conference. Colin Hig-
gins, screenwriter, director and
producer of films such as Harold
and Maude and Nine to Five ,
established the foundation in
1986. To learn more, visit www.
colinhiggins.org.

Electronic gifts are becoming
more and more popular each holi-
day season, say experts at Sprint.
Today’s mobile phones come with a
built-in digital camera, camcorder,
Internet access, as well as down-
loadable ringers and games.
Among teens and young adults,
digital cameras were the highest-
ranking gift with mobile phones
coming in second. Computer
games were the third most-re-
quested gift item in these groups.  

Optical discs have become the
standard for several different
types of entertainment media,
from video games to the latest
DVDs. Improperly cleaning a disc
by using abrasive cleansers or
cloths can actually cause more
damage. If too many sticky hands
come in contact with your disc, a
quick spin through a specialized
product, such as Digital Innova-
tions’ CleanDR Motorized Disc
Cleaner, can remove surface
grease without damaging the disc
itself. To learn more, visit www.
digitalinnovations.com.

(NAPSA)—One of the first
male celebrity fragrances intro-
duced to the U.S. is part of an
exciting new fragrance collection
inspired by the dynamic interna-
tional superstar Antonio Ban-
deras. Seductive and masculine,
the Spirit Antonio Banderas col-
lection exudes the essence of the
Emmy-nominated celebrity’s
life—sensuality, passion, attitude
and strength. Bursting with
fresh, raw energy, Spirit is said
to take any moment and infuse it
with life and excitement.

A growing number of parents
are giving the gift of fiscal respon-
sibility—and giving themselves
peace of mind. They are doing this
by giving prepaid cell phones and
pay-as-you-go cash cards. A pre-
paid cash card looks and works
like a credit card except you load
its value in advance. A prepaid
cash card, such as a GreenDot™

prepaid MasterCard® card, em-
powers those who have weak
credit or no credit or who do not
have a bank account—a signifi-
cant number of people. For more
information, visit www.coinstar.
com or call 800-928-CASH.

A paraffin spa may be the per-
fect gift for that special someone
who deserves to be pampered, say
the experts at Sally Beauty Sup-
ply. The Gigi Paraffin Bath Spa is
a commercial-grade esthetician

spa for professional paraffin treat-
ments, providing fast-acting heat
relief for sore, tired muscles and
joints. Paraffin treatments are
also a great way to soften rough,
dry skin. The Gigi Para Foot
Mitts or Gigi Para Hand Mitts
make great additions to this gift. 

The LoveMercedes Tour visited
12 cities this year, offering people
hand test-drives on three road
courses. For every mile driven at
the events, Mercedes-Benz USA
donated money toward scholar-
ships for students in the respec-
tive cities through the Drive Your
Future: The Mercedes-Benz USA
Scholarship Program. The schol-
arships go to students who are
the first in their families to attend
college, demonstrate exemplary
academic achievement, financial
need, leadership and participation
in school and community activi-
ties. More information is at www.
mbusa.com. 

(NAPSA)—For many women,
an inability to experience or main-
tain arousal during sexual activ-
ity, or Female Sexual Arousal
Disorder (FSAD) is a physical con-
dition that may potentially be
treated. A company that special-
izes in treatments that restore
sexual function in both men and
women, VIVUS, Inc., is actively

seeking female participants and
their partners for a nationwide re-
search study of an investigational
topical therapy called ALISTA
that has been shown in early
studies to help women who have
been diagnosed with FSAD. For
more information on participating
in the study, call 1-866-4-ALISTA
(1-866-425-4782).

One out of five adults is the
designated caregiver for a loved
one who can’t manage alone. If
you manage or provide direct
assistance to a loved one who
needs help with day-to-day activi-
ties because of a chronic condition,
cognitive limitations or aging, you
should know that seeking help is
in the best interest of you and
your loved one. Through the gen-
erous support of Eisai, Inc., the
National Family Caregivers Asso-
ciation and the National Alliance
for Caregiving can provide new
ideas and resources that can help
you get help, feel better and do
better. Visit www.familycaregiv
ing101.org.

(NAPSA)—People want the
option of taking Internet enter-
tainment and stored personal
photos, music and videos out of
the confines of their home offices
and into the comfort of their liv-
ing rooms, say experts at Micro-
soft’s MSN TV division, which
created the new MSN TV 2 Inter-
net and Media Player. From sin-
gle purpose devices that play
either audio or video downloaded
from the Internet to video game
boxes and high-end “media hub”
PCs, consumers have their pick of
ways to enjoy Internet entertain-
ment—when, where and how they
want. Further information can be
found at www.msntv.com.

Being on a budget doesn’t
mean skimping on great gifts.
Experts say the best way to avoid
overspending is to set the total
amount you plan to spend before
shopping. Keep checkbook-type
records with you while shopping
to track your spending. Gifts that
have more than one function, such
as the 4-in-1 Leapster™ Multime-
dia Learning System, are consid-
ered a great value. The handheld
device serves as an educational
game player, electronic book
reader, digital art studio and
interactive video player all-in-one. 




