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(NAPSA)—There’s good news
for prospective homebuyers who
lack the cash reserve needed for a
down payment but who otherwise
qualify for a mortgage.

In recent years, several non-
profits have been established to
help potential homebuyers by giv-
ing them the money they need for
a down payment.

These organizations provide
down payment assistance in the
form of gift funds to low- and
moderate-income individuals and
families, to be used toward the
purchase of a home. Since these
funds come in the form of a gift,
not a loan, they do not have to be
repaid. 

Homebuyers participating in
the program can purchase a home
with zero percent down payment
and/or closing costs. Sellers, real
estate agents and builders also
benefit from the program, since it
increases the pool of qualified
buyers who might be interested in
a property. 

One such program, operated by
AmeriDream, Inc., has helped
approximately 100,000 families
become homeowners, many of them
for the first time and more than
one-third of whom are minority

homebuyers. The AmeriDream
Downpayment Gift Program is
available in 49 states to qualifying
homebuyers interested in purchas-
ing a single family home priced to
the FHA limit of $300,700.

Though there are other down
payment programs, the Ameri-
Dream assistance program is the
most widely used. It requires only
two forms and participants can
apply online.

To take part in AmeriDream’s
gift program, a homebuyer must
contact a lender and qualify for a
loan that allows gift funds, and
the homebuyer must purchase a
home from a builder or seller who
has enrolled his or her home in
the program. 

The homebuyer should submit,
through his or her lender, a gift
program application at least 24
hours prior to settlement/closing.
The program can process the
application in 24 hours.

The down payment funds come
from a pre-existing pool of money
raised by AmeriDream. 

To learn more about down
payment programs, contact a lender
or real estate agent, or visit
AmeriDream’s Web site at
www.ameridream.org.

Gift Program Is Making Home Buying Easier
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As the fastest growing gift program, AmeriDream has helped
approximately 100,000 families become homeowners.

(NAPSA)—Take the home field
advantage on Super Sunday and
host a fiesta for your hometown
team without going into overtime.
Score a win by adding a lot of zest
with south-of-the-border flavors
and family-fun activities. 

First, add a super twist to a
favorite weeknight standby—taco
night. Tacos are easy to make and
fun to eat. If you’re hosting a line-
up of friends and family, consider
a build-your-own-taco buffet fea-
turing seasoned meats, hard and
soft shells, cheeses and fresh top-
pings. Let guests create their own
winning combination. 

Build on a super taco spread
with two crowd-pleasing recipes—
a one-handed bean dip and Mexi-
can pizza. 

LINEBACKER BEAN DIP
For festive fun, place a bowl of
brightly colored tortilla chips

near the dip.

2 cans (16 ounces each) Old
El Paso refried beans 

1 pound lean ground beef
1 package (1.25 ounces) Old

El Paso taco seasoning
mix

3⁄4 cup water
11⁄2 cups shredded lettuce
11⁄2 cups Cheddar or Monterey

Jack cheese (6 ounces)
2 cups Old El Paso Thick ‘n

Chunky salsa
Canned Old El Paso
chopped green chiles, sour
cream and guacamole, as
desired
Tortilla chips 

Spread beans on 14-inch
serving platter. 

Cook beef in 10-inch skillet
over medium high heat, stir-
ring frequently, until brown;
drain. Reduce heat to medium.
Stir in taco seasoning mix and

water. Cook and stir 2 to 4
minutes. 

Spread beef mixture over
beans. Top with lettuce, cheese
and salsa. Garnish with chiles,
sour cream and guacamole.
Serve with tortilla chips.

8 cups dip

GOAL LINE PIZZA
Go over the top by preparing
pizza variations—such as a
veggie-topped pizza pie. Let
guests turn up the heat by
choosing chopped chiles or

sliced jalapeño peppers.

1 can (10 ounces) Pillsbury
refrigerated all ready
pizza crust

1 can (16 ounces) Old El
Paso refried beans 

3⁄4 cup Old El Paso salsa 
1 package (1 pound) bulk

hot Italian sausage
1 can (21⁄4 ounces) sliced ripe

olives, drained
1 cup shredded Cheddar

cheese (4 ounces)

1 cup shredded mozzarella
cheese (4 ounces)

Heat oven to 425°F. Lightly
grease 12-inch pizza pan or
13x9x2-inch rectangular pan. 

Unroll dough and place in
pan; starting at center, press
out with hands to edge of pan.
Bake 6 to 7 minutes or until
crust just begins to brown. 

Spread refried beans over
crust. Spread salsa evenly
over beans. Top with remain-
ing ingredients. 

Bake 11 to 15 minutes or
until crust is golden brown
and cheese is melted.

Consider additional top-
pings such as Old El Paso
chopped chiles or sliced ja-
lapeño peppers.

6 servings
Before the final play, work a

fun activity into your party game
plan, such as a “guess and win”
the final score or cheering con-
tests. Visit www.oldelpaso.com for
more festive and fun ideas. 

What’s The Super Spread?
Bet And Win On Festive Fare, Family Fun

Score big on Super Sunday by offering your hometown team a
delicious Mexican-themed menu. Winning choices from Old El Paso:
Goal Line Pizza and Linebacker Bean Dip.

Note to Editors: Old El Paso® and Pillsbury®—Trademarks of General Mills, Inc. or its affiliates.
✁

(NAPSA)—To get the best sun
protection year-round, dermatolo-
gists recommend a daily skincare
regimen that includes products
that contain UVA filters, and in
particular Parsol 1789, which pro-
vides the broadest UVA protection.
Parsol 1789, coupled with UVB fil-
ters that provide a minimum sun
protection factor (SPF) of 15, will
give you broad spectrum protec-
tion against harmful UVA and
UVB rays. These ingredients are
available in sunscreens and mois-
turizers so you can choose the reg-
imen that best suits you.

Medication errors are the
eighth in leading causes of death
in the United States—higher
than motor vehicle accidents,
breast cancer and AIDS. To
address this issue, the healthcare
and pharmaceutical industries
are looking to barcoding technol-
ogy—applying barcodes to drugs,
at the individual unit-dose
level—to help ensure the correct
prescription and dosage are
administered to the intended
patient. At the forefront are phar-
maceutical companies like Ameri-
can Pharmaceutical Partners,
Inc., a specialty drug company
that manufactures more than 120

injectable product formulations
for the hospital market.

While parents can’t protect their
children from every health risk,
they can help prevent a serious
childhood illness known as Respi-
ratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).
According to a recent study, RSV
was the leading cause of infant
hospitalizations for three consecu-
tive years. There is a medication,
Synagis (palivizumab) that is
approved for preventing serious
complications from RSV disease
in certain pediatric patients
under 2 years old at the start of
RSV season. For more informa-
tion about RSV, call 1-877-848-
8512, visit  the Web site at
www.MOSTonline.org or visit
www.rsvprotection.com.

(NAPSA)—Individuals who
wish to do a background check of
a charitable organization may
contact the Wise Giving Alliance,
Council of Better Business
Bureaus, 4200 Wilson Blvd.,
Arlington, VA 22203, or visit the
Web s i te  at  www.give.org. To
learn more, or to report fraud
online, visit the Postal Inspection
Service at www.usps.com/postalin
spectors.

A new NASA computer model
can now tell exactly where in the
world rain or snow originated.
Scientists can use this water
vapor tracer to improve rainfall
and drought forecasts and gain a
deeper understanding of climate
change. To learn more, visit the
Web site at http://earthobserva
tory.nasa.gov.

Starting the house hunting
process online can save you valu-
able time, and help make the
entire transaction a little eas-
ier—especially if  the buying
information comes from a reli-
able source, such as a licensed
real estate professional. Many
home buyers visit Web sites set
up by real estate agencies,
because these sites offer detailed
property information, multiple

photos and virtual home tours,
maps of home locations, neigh-
borhood and community infor-
mation and general real estate
industry information. According
to J.D. Power and Associates,
among national full-service real
estate firms, Century 21 Real
Estate Corporation ranks high-
est in overall satisfaction for
first-time homebuyers and high-
est in overall satisfaction with
Internet services provided to
home sellers. For more informa-
tion, visit www.Century21.com.

***
Character is what you are in the
dark.

D.L. Moody
***

***
He who knows nothing doubts
nothing.

—Spanish proverb
***

***
You must lose a fly to catch a
trout.

—George Herbert
***




